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CHAPTER I 
PRELUDE 
It is the purpose of this study to present an overall corrununity 
I 
survey of the town of Greenland, New Hampshire; a widely-scattered, histori-
cal little community, typical of the various little towns nestled in the 
seacoast region of New Hampshire. 
A general survey of this nature has never been made of the town 
since it was incorporated 247 years ago, in 1703. In 1900 a histor,y was 
written, Ranbles About Greenland in Rhyme, by :t-1. 0. Hall, but this is con-
cerned cbi efly .-dth Greenland's past, 1653 to 1829, and is an excellent 
means of preserving the ancestral backgrounds of the town 1 s forefathers, 
leading citizens of the early days, and a genealogy of the prominent fami-
lies of the area. In 19U an inventory of the town archives, sponsored by 
the University of New· Hampshire was prepared by the New Hampshire Historical 
Records Survey Division of Community Service Programs under the direction 
of the Works Projects Administration. This inventory is a guide to histori-
cal materials of the town, particularly unpublished government documents 
and records basic in the administration of local government. 
It is the h ope of the author that he has secured in this study a 
rounded picture of community life in its various phases and the provisions 
the town makes to conserve health, safety, promote education and general 
welfare of its inhabitants. Its historical background should help discover 
1 
T 
what traditions influenced the towns formative period am its subsequent 
development. 
This study is not intended as a guide or evaluation; it was not 
carried on by a technically equipped surveyor engaged in making social 
ji evaluations of a professional thoroughness. It is instead, the assemblying 
I of various data which ill8iV be studies by citizens am citizens-to-be in order 
II 
., 
to have a m::>re thorough background of their community and in order to attack 
the problems of supplying community lacks and improving existing services. 
The study is intended principally for the teachers of the community; so that 
they may, personally, have a better understanding of the various phases of 
community life and the background of their pupils, and also so that they 
I 
may have a basic reference to plan classroom studies of the local community. 
The study is descriptive; "Written in an informal and simple style. 
No attempt has been made at encyclopedic treatment of any phase of the com-
munity life and activity. It is realized that intelligent people li1evitably ! 
form judgments about what they see, learn and read; therefore, definite 
statements regarding adequacy or efficiency of operation of any phase of 
community life has been avoided by the author. It should be possible for 
the reader familiar with the town to do his own evaluating of existing con-
ditions and to bring to mind problems which call for further attention. 
Undoubtedly many gaps arrl uncovered areas will be found. It is almost im-
possible to cover every phase in a study such as this one. 
The information has been presented as accurately and objectively as 
was possible to obtcdn or which could be substantiated either to its facts 
or implication. 
I 
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first step in making this study was to lay out the geographical 
boundaries of the area to be surveyed • For all practical purposes the ex-
isting boundary lines of the town were used. The next step was to arrive 
at a decision as to what aspects of the community were to be studied. This 
,, was accompli med by the author selecting certain main topics common to all 
I 
II 
I' 
II 
communities: 
I. Historical background 
2. Natural physical conditions 
3. Populat. ion 
4. Local government 
5. Occupations 
I 
6. Health 
?. Recreation 
8. Taxation 
9. Housing 
10. Education 
ll. Libraries 
12. Religion 
13. Public Welfare 
14. Public safety 
After the main topics were selected, a tentative general outline 
for an overall survey of a conununity was ma:l.e with headings and subheadings 
under the main topics. Approximately 400 questions were made for the out-
line. These questions had to be worded so they could be used for this par- i 
I 
, ticular community. The questions when completed were put into a loose-leaf 1 
_j 
-ll~-=c= ~-= ~~==== ~--==--=~= 
I notebook with spaces left for the answers. Clippings, maps, charts, reports I 
I 
-=~co-it 
II 
,r 
I 1 and articles were inserted in their proper section in the notebook~ Refer-
ence cards were kept for full reports. A running bibliography was kept on 
file cards. Tabulations were made of the various statistics under each 
, topic and kept in their various sections. Several maps were made of the 
area to be studies. One of them was of the town itself, showing boundaries, 
streets, roads, school, library, churches, etc. Another showed the town in 
relation to the county and one showed it in relation to the state. 
The i.t1.formation for this study was gathered- from many sources: local 
I 
state and county historical records; the local, Portsmouth and state lib-
rary; town rc}X>rts; original town papers; University of New Hampshire; 
State Soil Conservation Bureau; Department of Agriculture; New Hampshire 
Seacoast Regional Development Association; New Hampshire state Planning run 
Development Commission; Geodetic survey maps; town officials; county agents; 
observation; superintendent of schools; school records; New Hampshire State 
Board of Education, school nurse; and many other groups and organizations 
both local ani state who were very helpful in giving infonnation. The 
greatest information was gathered by personal interv:i..ews. The townspeople 
were :yery helpful and cooperative in giving and helping to find information 
for this study. 
After the survey outline was completed, tables and charts compiled, 1 
sunnnaries made of data from interv:i.ews, the mat erial gathered classified and 
the base maps of the conununity constructed, the material was written in a 
descriptive narrative style. 
It is the hope of the author that the material in this study will 
be of use to the citizens of the town of Greenland. 
( / 
... 
\ 
) ' I 
!I 
·- =------ -~------'=- =.-'-"=----"--== 
!' 
-=-- -- ~- -------- - ~ 
I 
I, CHAPTER II 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Three hundred and forty-five years ago, in 1603, seventeen 
years before the Plymouth Colony was settled, two small vessels sailed 
along the New England Coast and went into the waters of the Piscataqua, 
a river system fom.ed by the Cocheco and Salmon Falls rivers situated 
in the eastern part of what today is New Hampshire, its harbor at 
Portsmouth. The two vessels were from Bristol, England under the com-
mand of Martin Pring; they were sailing for trade reasons and discover,y. 
The group was looking for sassafras, which at that time was believed 
good for medical purposes. The vessels had with them all kinds of goods 
for trading, including glasses and beads for the Indians. The crew 
stayed in the area a ver.y short time, leaving when they heard of the 
death of Queen Elizabeth. The ships returned to Bristol, England where 
a report was made of the area. This report was the first printed ac-
count of Englishmen coming to the area but it is believed that many 
vessels had sailed into the harbor of the Piscataqua prior to this date. 
In 1614, eleven years later, Captain John Smith, sailing from England 
to Virginia, sailed in the area and discovered the Smith Isles, today 
known as the Isles of Shoals, off Portsmouth. He too made a report of 
his travels and discoveries, and praised highly the virtues of the 
-Z 
Piscataqua River and the land a. bout it. In 1623 the voyages and reports 
of these earlier explorers were put to good use when a group of 40 Eng-
lishmen, including Sir Ferdinand Gorges and Captain John Mason, later 
the proprietors of the territory of New Hampshire, were granted a charter 
by King James of England for the "Planting, ruling, ordering and govern-
1 
ing of New England in .America." As a result, on a bright, clear sun-
shiny morning, in 1623, an active, energetic man, with his young wife 
and a handful of followers and servants, landed upon what is now 
Odiorne's Point, for many years a part of Portsmouth, now part of the 
town of Rye. 'i'hus was the beginning of the town of Portsmouth, which 
actually is also the beginning of the history of the town of Greenland, 
for from this date, 1623, until 1703 when the area became a separate 
district, Greenland was a part of the town of Portsmouth. These early 
settlers were soon joined by others, sent 11To found a plantation on 
Piscataqua River, to cultivate the vine, discover mines, carry on 
2 
fisheries and trade with the natives. 11 The provisions of the grant 
were ample for carrying out the idea of the proprietors, which was to 
establish a manor, as was the English custom, the occupants of the land 
to be held as tenants by the proprietors of the soil. 
It is always of great interest to know why it is that people 
leave the Q)mf'ort, order, luxury and associations of an old country a.rrl 
an· old home. It is difficult to analyze all the motives which enter 
into colonization. There is a class in every conununity> of adventurers, 
1 Charles A. Hazlett, Histo;y of Rockingham County, New-Hampshire, and-
Representative Citizens, Richmond-Arnold Publishing Co., Chicago, Ill., 
. P• 91, 1915 • . 
2 ~., p. 97. 
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'1 fond of excitement, travel and novelty who will try any strange enterprise 
for the sake of hazzard, science, notoriety, profit or curiosity. There 
are in all countries, a class of people Which represent families of past 
prominence or departed splendor. In a new place they can maintain a 
position on cheaper terms or take up employment which they would not 
undertake where they are known. Often there are more sons in a family 
than can be placed well. Then too, there are sons who leave the old home 
for personal reasons, perhaps to keep their respectability. Ver,y often 
grants were given to gentlemen of broken fortunes, as an honorable exile 
or confinement, sent to a foreign land so they wouldn't be troublesome at 
home. Far seeing business men bore any danger which promised satisfac-
tor.r returns. Often the questions of government and religion, of per-
secution and freedom were the reasons for leaving the homestead for a 
strange, wild, unknown land. Undoubtedly there were colonists who came 
to the Piscataqua Bay Colony for anyone of the above mentioned reasons. 
Each colony _ has, however, prominent reasons for settling. The Plymouth 
Colony settled in the new world for religious freedom; the Piscataqua 
Colony for merchantile enterprise. It has been charged against these 
early settlers that they were fishermen or that they came to America 
merely for business purposes. It is true that the colony, as most colo-
nies in America were, was chiefly commercial; the people did not come to 
establish religious liberty for themselves. They were, instead, "Sup-
porters of the Church of England, and therefore bitterly denounced by' 
the Massachusetts B~ Colony who regarded them ce merely a business 
I 
II 
I 
I 
-~-
il 
.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
settlement, a worldly and ungodly colony." 
The growth of the colony was slow. 11For thirty years from the 
first settlement, we might roam through forest without leaving the 
2 
present limits of the thickly settled part of Portsmouth. 11 In 1653 
there were but fifty or sixty families in the limits of what now com-
prises Portsmouth, New Castle, Greenland and Newington. Portsmouth peti-
tioned to become a township in 1653. Ten years earlier the people in the 
area had put themselves under the control of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
The name 11Greenland11 is mentioned in the archives of New Hampshire as 
early as the 1650's. It was then a farm owned by Captain Francis 
Champernowne, of England. The name must have been familiar to him in 
his boyhood days for undoubtedly it was he who bestowed the name on his 
farm at Great Bay, which at that time was the western part of the town 
3 
of PortSDIOuth. 
Champernowne is mentioned in the History of Rockingham County, 
which states: 
•••• or the noble families in the west of 
Engla.n:i, few surpass in antiquity and splendor of 
descent the family of · Champernowne, being connected 
with the Plantagenets, Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sir 
Walter Raleigh• Captain Francis Champernowne, one 
of that family, came to New England in 1636, at the 
age of 22, his father having been given two grants 
·or land bordering the Piscataqua, by Sir Ferdinand 
Gorgas. Champernowne in 1640 bought 400 acres of 
1 Qe• cit., p. 109. 
2 Ibid., P• 104. 
II 3 M. o. Hall, Rambles about Greenland in Rh;yme, Alfred Mudge & Sons, 
J
1 
Printers, Boston, Mass., p. 73, 1900. 
II . L_ lr 
i' 
8 
land near Great Bq, known to dey as Greenland, where 
he built a house and lived there approximately 20 
years. 1 
In July 1655, three hundred acres of upland am pasture were granted to 
Captain Champernowne adjoining his farm. Two years later the farm am 
lands were oonveyed to Valentine Hill. The property changed hands 
several times, some finally retained by Partridge and Packer, Massachu-
setts merchants, and part sold to Mathias Haines. lhus was the begin-
ning of the town of Greenland. 
In 1657 six-hundred acres of land in the western section of 
the area pertaining to Portsoouth was divided among several inhabitants. 
The parceling out of 1 and in this manner caused confusion as to boundary 
lines and ownership, for the grants were in various sections. The land 
was finally laid out by the selectmen of Portsmouth. Such names as 
Weeks, Haines, Hall and Kenniston, some of them still well-known in the 
town todey, were the largest landowners. Thomas Norton, born in Green-
land in 1769 stated that the four above mentioned families polled a 
majority of the votes. In 1693 there were approximately 50 families in 
2 
the area known as Greenland today. 
t)'nlike colonies in other parts of the count:ry, where land was 
usually granted to any individual who fulfilled rertain conditions, the 
expansion of population in New England was carefully regulated by colo-
nial governments. Expansion was by townships rather than by individual 
grants. A group of men desiring to take up new land petitioned the 
1 Op. cit., Hazlett, p. 149. 
2 Op. cit., Hall, P• 91. 
il 
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government for a grant. If their purposes and piety were approved, they 
received a township grant of approximately 36 square miles. Having de-
terminai the location of a town, the settlers laid out a common, fixed 
tre site for the church, assigned home lots around the connnon and then 
distributed the rest of the land among the settlers, each receiving a 
share in the upland, meadow land, marsh land and rights in the common. 
The district of Greenland was incorporated in 1703, and two 
years later, in 1705, the inhabitants petitioned for liberty to have a 
minister and a schoolmaster. There were about three hundred and twenty 
persons in the area at the time, ani not having a church or school of 
their own, they had to travel to Portsmouth. According to the petition 
made by the town in 1705, they felt that the distance they had to travel, 
the bad traveling and the danger of the enemy made it difficult and 
tedious to get to church service and to get their children to school every 
day. This petition was referred to the selectmen of Portsmouth, and re-
sulted the following JOOnth, June 1705, in a vote by that to1-m to pay 
Greenland its proportion of the 100 pounds devoted yearly to support a 
minister. The vote did not mention schools, but in April of the follow-
ing year, Portsmouth voted that the inhabitants of Greenland might ••• 
• • • have one hundred and fifty accers of 1 and out 
of ye commons lying and being at Greenland bounded 
to ye sow west End of ye great swamp and ye sd one 
hundred and fifty accers to be tacken out or de-
ducted from what may fall to the inhabitants of 
Greenland of sd connnons when ever ther shall be A 
division of all ye towens Comons ye sd 150 accers 
to be laid out by ye Lote Lewers when it l1l.ey be 
most convenim.t for ye ministry and scool for 
"' / 
1 
the youse of that part of ye towen. 
Greenland was set off in a separate parish this year, (1706) 
and 29 men and women consisted of the church congregation. Frcm this 
time until 1750 the town meetings were but parish meetings and the re-
2 
cords of these meetings were lost. 
In 1716 Ebenezer Johnson and others petitioned to be joined 
to the parish of Greenland as follows: 
••• The humble petition of the inhabitants that live 
on the Pattin adjacent to Greenland who are on this 
side of the line, which was formerly run between 
Portsmouth and Exeter beginning att Walls Crick and 
running to Hampton bounds ••• humbly sheweth that 
we the subscribers would humbly pra;y that we m~ be 
joined to Greenland parish because we there coJIDIOnly 
attend the worship of God, which is abundantly more 
conTenient for us than other place of publick wor-
ship and have diverse of us been help full in build-
ing an house of worship of God In ther att sd 
PaiTish.... 3 
In 1720 Greenland · had so increased in population and import-
ance that the inhabitants petitioned the governor and council for privi-
lege to choose a constable, and one of three members to represent them 
4 
in the General Assembly. 
In 1720 the inhabitants of Greenland petitioned the Honorable 
John Wentworth, Esquire, Lieutenent Governor and Conunander-in-Chief of 
1 Inventory Of the Town Archives of New li!ampshire, No. S, Rockingham County, 
I Vol. XIII, Town of Greenland, Prepared by the New Hampshire Historical · Records Survey Division of Community Service Program Work Projects Admin., 
Manchester, New Hamp3 hire, P• 3., July 1941. 
2 Op. cit., Hall, P• 95. 
3 Op. cit., Hazlett, P• 419. 
4 ~· 
'I 
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1.1 
( 
the Province of New Hampshire and the honorable council of his majesty 
of Great Britain to be freed of paying taxes to Portsmouth. In the peti-
tion they claimed that the town only had the privilege of raising money 
for the support of the ministry, poor and schools and that the province 
tax was raised by the selectmen and accessors of Portsmouth, who, living 
remote from Greenland were not able to appraise fairly, therefore making 
the tax unequal. They asked permission to be disnissed from paying taxes 
to Portsmouth, attending town meetings there, and to raise their own 
taxes. They petitioned also to choose a constable of their own and the 
privilege of cmosing one assembly man from the parish to represent them 
at General Assembly. 
It was not until a year later, 1721, that Greenland secured the 
right to pay its province rates separately from the parent town of Ports-
mouth, and it was not until 1732 that Greenland was represented in the 
1 
Assembly. 
On May 10, 1722, Samuel Weeks, James Johnston and Mathias Haines 
of tre Greenland Parish in the town of Portsm:>uth petitioned. that Green-
land become a township. Part of the petition states, 
••• That yor Petitioners are a district of Portsmouth 
and always have been accounted Part of sd Portsmouth, 
and have paid Rates in sd Town accordingly, and but 
very lately have beenmade a Separate Parrish, and the 
Town of Portsmouth aforsd having obtained a grant of 
yor Excellency & Honrs for a Township. 
Yor Petitioners Humbly pray- that yor Excellenc.y 
& Honrs would be pleased to Ordr that yor Petitioners, 
as they all along have paid their part of the charges 
I 11 -:1=--=no~e-um_e_n-:t-s-and Records Relating to the Province (Town and State) of N. H., 1623-1800, edited b.r N. Bouton and others, Concord, etc., 1867-1907. 
_ j 37 vols. 12: 64-66,67. ,I 
1') .6.1 
& help to support the warrs against the eneiey" as in-
habitants · of Portsmouth aforesd That they may: now 
Reap the benefit of the aforesaid Grant of Land in 
proportion with their neighbours - the other in-
habitants of sd Portsmouth or that yor Petitioners 
JD.C\Y have an Equivalent of Land adjoyning to the 
aforsd Grant, Granted unto us. 1 
In 1725 the inhabitants of Breakfast Hill (so called from the 
circumstance that a party of Indians in 1696, after an early attack on 
inhabitants of Ports1110uth, and the slaughter of 14 persons, hastily re-
treated and stopped on the declivity of a hill now in Greenland, and took 
breakfast. Ever since it has retained the name of Breakfast Hill), pe-
titioned that the area known as Breakfast Hill be allowed to join the 
Greenland Parish. 
In 1805 part of stratham was annexed to Greenland, and another 
part annexed in 1847. The boundaries were fully established in 1859 and 
2 
1860. 
The first vote on the old town books concerning the American 
Revolution is dated July 12, 1774. Two delegates were appointed to attend 
the Provincial Congress held at Exeter, New Hampshire for the choice of 
delegates to the Continental Congress. Greenland was early awake to the 
importance of the struggle for freedom. On Januar,y 9, 1775, the town 
voted to approve the measures of the Continental Congress and a committee 
was made to see that the measures were executed. On April 21, 1775, it 
was voted to send aid and assistance to the brethern of Massachusetts Bay 
Colo~. Twelve men were iri.nhed:iately enlisted and sent. The enlisted men 
1 Qp. cit., Hazlett, P• 420. 
2 Op. cit., Inventory of the Town archives of New Hampshire, No.8, P. 14. 
I 
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were allowed 2 shillings per d~ and provisions. May 1, 1775, the in-
habitants voted to procure 10 fire-arms and a barrel of powder, for pro-
tection. A month later a comnittee was formed to inquire what persons 
in the town were not provided with a gun. In April 1777, a committee 
from Greenland went to Durham, New Hampshire, endeavoring to hire soldiers 
to serve for the town. A $20.00 bounty was paid to those who enlisted for 
3 years or duration of the war with Great Britain. The town furnished a 
total of 38 men for service in the Revolutionary war and bounties of 
1 
$24,184.00 were paid. 
The Greenland Pastor, Dr. Samuel McClintock was chaplain at the 
battle of Bunker Hill and is represented in Trumbull 1 s picture of the 
2 
battle. 
At the time of the war of 1812, the following vote was passed: 
That the soldiers that may be detached from 
the militia in this town as the proportion of the 
one hundred thousand men raised by Congress shall 
have their wages raised by said town to ten dollars 
per month, including the wages given by Congress 
during actual service. 3 
During the Civil War there appears to have been a strong senti-
ment in favor of the southern cause. A portion of the membership of the 
Congregat ional Church passed a set of resolutions declaring their oppo-
sition to negro equality, and requesting their minister, Dr. Edward Robie, 
1 Qp. cit., Hazlett, P• 426. 
2 Charles. w. Brewster, Rambles About Portsmouth, Portsmouth, N. H., p. 162, 
(second series), 1869. 
3 op. cit., Documents and Records Relating to the Province ••• of N. H., 
Vol. 1, P• 339, 1812. 
~·· . 
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"To let the Negro and politics alone in the pulpit.n 
The town records however, show that Greenland performed its share 
of the burden of carrying on the war. In 18'61, according to the town 
meeting books, 65 men were liable for military service in the Civil War. 
The following year 20 mEI'l enlisted and it was resolved that $300.00 be 
paid to those who enlisted voluntarily for the duration, and $150.00 for 
those enlisting for 9 months. The total nwnber of men entering the se:r-
vice was 35, six of whom died in service. Over $24,000.00 was paid in 
bounties. 
At the 1-fa.rch Town Meeting of 1917 the voters of Greenland pledged 
their full support to the President and Congress in the crisis which was 
then confronting the nation. Twenty-seven men were inducted in the armed 
forces. 
There were 79 men and women from the conu:nuni ty who joined the 
armed forces in the Second World War. Three died in action. 
In the early days, when Greenland was a part of Portsmouth, there 
were no roads leading to Portsmouth or other surrounding towns. The area 
was a dense forest covering the irregular expanse of land with tall pines, 
huge oaks, spruce, hemlock and maples with a dense tangled undergrowth with 
juniper in profusion. Slowly lanes were made, but travel from Greenland 
to Portsmouth was done mostly by water, Great Bay and its tributaries 
affording most of the transportation. The heavy freighting was done by 
boat and landing places were established from which a network of roads 
1 Op. cit., Hall, P• 220. 
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eventually emanated. 
Brewster quotes an early Portsmouth record which states that on 
October 8, 1663, the selectment of Portsmouth met at Greenland to lay 
out the highways. As a result, a road was built from the Winnicutt River 
Falls to Samuel Haines• house and from there to the Hampton highway. 
Another highway was built near Leonard Weeks' house, it going through his 
land south and west, to the common land. A contract was also made to make 
2 
a foot and horse path through the Great Swamp. In 1701 and 1702 appli-
cations were made to hang gates in certain places on two different high-
3 
ways. 
In 1714 a request was made by the inhabitants of Greenland to 
continue the road towards Exeter. The town voted in 1811 that the price 
4 
of labor on the highway should be at least 75 cents a day. 
During the years there seems to have been continuous activity to 
lay out ani improve highways. Taxes were raised periodically to repair 
them. At pre sent the town has 2 main highways, route 151 and route 101. 
The town has numerous roads for the village is widely scattered. The 
roads are kept in fairly good condition. 
Greenland was an important thoroughfare in Colonial dczy-s. Route 
151, known as the old Post Road was the only road to Boston from Ports-
mouth. Several of the houses in the town were taverns, where horses were 
1 Op. cit., Hall, pp. 75, 76, 118. 
2 Op. cit., Brewster, P• 359. 
3 State Copy (Photostat) Portsmouth Records, Vol. 2, P• 23, (1701), p. 24, 
(1702). 
4 Greenland Town Meeting Books, Vol. 1, P• 334, (1811). 
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_changed and rested far the trip. The old Frink house was one of these 
stopping off places. Charles Marden's house also was a tavern. At a 
town meeting held November 11, 1771, it was voted that 3 taverns could 
not be kept "on the parade." In the early days the people exercised a 
1 
' care over taverns and tavern keepers. 
A law was passed in 1S55 that provided that from 1-3 liquor agents 
might be appointed annually by the selectmen:, according to the New Hamp-
shire Laws of 1S55, chapter 165S, B:lction 7. A town liquor agent was 
appointed in Greenland in the same year and the town meeting books of 1S55 
contain the following: 
Regulations 
1st. You must purchase and keep constantly 
oohand, Rum - Gin - Brandy - Alcohol a.rxl 
wine, and pay for the same at time of pur-
chasing. 
2nd. You must sell for cash only - except 
ro-extreme cases ••••• 
3rd. Such liquors shall be sold at an 
average of 25 per cent on the cost and at 
one place only, which shall be your office. 
The first record of a town meeting in Greenland is dated 14 March 
2 
1749. The following officials were elected' 
Moderator 
Clerk 
2 Assessors 
Constable 
2 fence viewers 
2 tythingmen 
2 hog constables 
2 men to take account of heads and stock 
2 viewers 
II li 
li 
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Nearly the entire business transacted by the town in the early 
years was in relation to regulating the minister's salary, collecting his 
rate, etc. The Congregational Church of Greenland was organized July 1706 
with 29 members. Methodism was introduced in Greenland in 1808 with 50 
meni:>ers. The Baptist faith appeared prior to 1809, but the group must 
have disappeared from the tom for it was not mentioned after 1815 in the 
town meeting books. 
1 
According to Hall it is apparent that during the early days in 
Greenland the poor were let out under the selectmen's supervision, to in-
dividuals to be cared for. In 1837 :the town accepted a surplus revenue 
allotted to it by the legislature, in accordance with the laws of New 
Hampshire of 1836, and with it provided for the town• s poor by building a 
town farm on the land of the upper parsonage. 
A tramp house was added in 1878, where tramps nd.ght "sleep for the 
night," according to the town meeting books of 1878. In 1880 a survey was 
made and the value of the poor farm-was appraised at $7500.00. The town 
meeting books of 1885 show that the building was leased and the equipment 
sold at auction in that year. The growth of county farms is the reason 
why New Hampl:bire towns were enabled to abandon their town farms. 
There is proof that a pound existed in Greenland prior to the middle 
1700's• The town meeting books of that year mention the pound. In 1768 a 
vote was :mde to build a good frame pound in the best md cheapest manner. 
The toWn. minutes of 1854 show that the pound was disposed of and the barn 
yard of the tc:wn farm was used to impound cattle and other creatures. 
1 Op. cit., Hall, pp. 184, 190 ~ 
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'Phe following officials were elected or appointed in various years 
in the town: 
Deerkeepers ••·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·• 
Fish ani Game Wardei1 ....... .... . · •••••••••••••••••• 
Sexton ••••••...•• _ •..••••..•.••...•.••.••••••••.• 
Public Weigh.er • •••••..•••••••••••.•••••••.•..•.••• 
Sealer of weights & measures ••••••..••••••••••••• 
Sealer of leather ••• · ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• •. 
Lumber sellers & Wood Markers ••••••••••••••••••• 
Surveyor of Lumber •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Measurer of Wood ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
NATURAL PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
1758-1764-1779 
1883-1888-1906 
1761-
1927-1937 
1805-1806 
1764-1766 
1786-1791 
1792 
1792 
Traveling north along the New England coast from Massachusetts, a 
traveler unconsciously crosses the state line and is in the Seacoast 
Region of New Hampshire, a region comprising of the seashore and tidewater 
area in the southeastern section of the state. The region is composed of 
41 cities and towns. Traveling northward from Boston, approximately &:J 
miles, the traveler arrives at Portsmouth, N. H., the largest city in the 
area. Five miles west of Portsmouth, on route 101, is located Greenland, 
a tiny, scattered agricultural town with an area of 13.6 square miles. 
The town is centrally located, nestled and sandwiched in on all sides by 
surrounding towns and a body of water, Great :sa,.. Greenland is bounded on 
the west by Great Bay, on the north by the town of Newington; north east 
b,y Portsmouth; east, by ~e; south east by North Hampton and south west by 
Stratham. Portsmouth is approximately 5 miles distant, Exeter, a large 
town, nine miles, R;re, 2 miles and North Hampton, Stratham and Greenland. 
meet at Dearborn's Well, which is the corner bound of the three towns. 
Greenland is in Rockingham County of New Hampshire, consisting of 
36 towns and one ei ty. The county was named for the Marquis of Rockingham 
19 
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of Englazxi and was the first section to be settled in the state. 
The state of New Hampshire has a land a.rea of 9,024 square miles, 
of which 691 square miles is Rockingham County. Greenland has a total of 
13.6 square miles or approximately 8,60o acres, according to the New Hamp-
shire state Planning and Development Commission. The land area is 11.1 
square miles or 7,104 acres, and the town has a water area of 1,749.96 
according to a pamphlet "Water Bodies of New Hampshire, 11 by the State 
Planning Board. Of this water area, Great Bay pertaining to Greenland is 
1,714.71 acres and the Winnicutt River covers 35.25 acres. The town ac-
cording to a survey made by the New Hampshire state Forestry and Recreation 
Commission has 3,500 acres of agricultural land. Agricultural land ac-
cording to the report is actual farm land in intensive use. Greenland has 
2,370.00 acres of forest land and 981 acres of barren land. Barren land is 
interpreted as consisting of highways, utility right of ways, residential 
areas, swamp lands, etc. 
The town is bounded on the west by Great Bay, a tidal basin with 
potential opportunities for recreational and fisheries development. The 
bay has 37 miles of tidal water front, but Greenland, according to a study 
made b.Y the New Hampshire State Planning and Development Commission in 1945 
has only 398 acres of land fronting on shore, w.tth an average value of 
$49.00 an acre. There are 19 farm dwellings in the area, with 76 inhabi-
tants, 22 year-round residence dwellings w.tth 88 inhabitants, 14 seasonal 
\ dwellings with a population of 56. This makes a total of 55 dwellings and 
220 inhabitants. The average foot frontage value of the land is $2 .. 90 ac-
cording to the study. With nearl.y all of the 18 miles of the coast in New 
?0 
Hampshire already intensively developed, the Great ~ area assumes great 
potentiality as a resort area. T.he land is mainly in the hands of a re-
latively small number of owners. 
For the IOOSt part the area around the bay is used for private 
camps. In Greenland, John Brackett and ·Richard Weeks have made summer 
canps for tourists which do a flourishing business. 
In times past Great Bay was noted for its oysters and clams. At 
present the State Board of Health has prohibited the taking of shell fish 
from the bay because of pollution. A biological institute at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire is studying the possibilities of salt water fish in 
the bay. Fishing for smelts through the ice is an important sport in 
January, which attracts residents and out-of-state people. It is claimed 
that that if pollution were diminished in the salt water estuaries, that 
salmon and shad would appear in impressive numbers. According to a "Plan 
for Development of the Seacoast Region of New Hampshire," by the New 
Hampshire State Planning and Development Commission, 1942, a dam of some 
kind is likely to be constructed to stabilize the water level of this 
body of water. The non-usability of Great Bay for recreation at present 
lies in the great fluctuation of the water level due to tide action. The 
low tide exposes extensive mud flats with objectionable odor and appear-
ance. If a full-tide dam is built, however, it would eliminate salt water 
ani marine fishing for it "WOuld block off the salt water and leave only 
the sweet water coming in from the surrounding rivers and streams. 
Greenland has slightly rolling, well-drained land with no hills, 
excellent for agriculture. The major portion of New Hampshire, except 
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for the small section bordering the coast is composed of some of the 
oldest rocks in the United States, being a part of the eastern section 
of the New England Upland. With only a very small area of sedimentary 
rocks, such as is found on the coast, there is very little good soil. 
Glaciers did a great dealt o modify New Hampshire. When they left, the 
ocean spread inland 15-20 miles in the south eastern coastal section, 
covering the area with gravels and sand that are evident in the soil to-
d~. Glacial lakes were fanned where the rivers were dammed by the ice 
blocks, -and in them deposits of silt were built, forming good 11intervale 11 
land for fanning. As a result of the recession of the glaciers, drainage 
basins were established, one of which is in the coastal area. Compared 
to the rest of the state, Greenland has excellent soil. 
There is a good supply of water in the town. There are four 
main sources not including water from the Portsmouth Water Department. 
According to the Departm:mt of Agriculture, the water t able is good. 
Greenland is a source of supply for the Portsmuth Water Department. 
There have been several cases of wells drying up, but as a whole the 
water supply is good. 
There is a natural drainage of the land toward Great B~ and 
northwest towards the ocean and a bit towards the towns of North Hampton 
and R,ye, where there is an extensive swamp area. In the confines of the 
town there are several swampland areas, approximately 500 acres, two of 
them being . Packer's Bog and Great Bog. Compared to other towns, espe-
cially in relation to its location in the coastal region which is very 
low land, Greenland has relativezy little swampland. 
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Greenland is typical of the beautiful little New England towns 
seen along the coast. The village is centered around the general store 
ani post office, two churches, library and school. The two main roads, 
state highways, 101 going westward towards Manchester, and 151, the old 
post road to Boston, are lined with elms arrl maples. Route 151 especially, 
is beautiful. The trees on each side of the road form a canopt making a 
delight to travel through. People from surrounding towns travel by car to 
the town to get away from the' heat of the city and see the natural beauties 
of the town. The parade, in the center of the village is well-kept and has 
a summer house in its center for bus passengers. On route 151, all along 
the center of the road there is a park, known as a Veteran1s Memorial, 
where there is a band stand, two monuments in memory of World War I and II 
Veteran 1 s ani several pieces of World War II artillery. · The green grass, 
benches and shade trees make it a delightful spot. 
The houses, too, ·are typical New England; one-and-a-half story 
Cape-cod cottages; pretentious old mansions reminiscent of the old d~s 
when the business men and sea captains of Portsmouth resided in Greenland, 
ani the sprinkling of modern cottages, all well-kept, with their wide 
lawns, trimmed hedges and grass, and tiny flower gardens. In the center 
of the town is the old Congregational Church, known for its ministers, 
especially McClintock who served as Chaplain at the battle of Bunker Hill. 
The old church, now used only occasionally in the swmner months, stands 
there proud and staunch, its homeliness and age making it beautiful and 
giving the village a certain dignity and serenity. 
The town is en artist 1 s paradise, especially in the summer. A 
,, 
I 
traveler unacquainted with the area is sure to exclaim at the beauty of 
the little village. The town is close enough to the ocean so it gets the 
benefit of ocean breezes in the summer and warm winds in the winter from 
the bay and the Atlantic . It is close enough to the ocean so it cantt 
escape the salty tang and the rolling fog, but this intermingled with the 
odor of apple blossoms adds to the town's assets. The name Greenland was 
well chosen for the village. It truly is a green land. 
The soil in the area is excellent for agriculture, according to 
the State Department of Agriculture. There are 25-30. different types of 
soil which are good for a variety of products, including orchards, corn, 
hay, market gardening, woodlands and pastures. The area devotes its 
energies to market gardening, poul-try raising and dairy farming. There 
is limited potential water power on the Winnicutt. At one time there were 
several mills in the town. Natural resources are not monopolized, there 
beli1g average-sized farms in the area. Short frontage on Great Bay is 
owned by individuals as are the woodlands. The c ollllllUrlity is well located, 
easily accessible from all parts of the state and only 15 miles from the 
Massachusetts line. The bus service is good, serviced by the Interstate 
Bus Company and Marshall's Transportation Company. Communications are fair, 
practically every home having a telephone. The service is not of the best, 
however, for the lines have as many as 10 to 12 parties on the same line, 
The town has a railroad station, the Boston and l1a.ine. The service is re-
garded only as fair by the residents. There are four passenger trains a 
day which stop at the Greenland station. Two from Portsmouth to Rocking-
ham Junction, which connects with trains for Hanchester, and two from the 
24 
Junctien. There is ohl.y one freight train a day which stops in the 
village. The station is open only part-time. At one time the town 
boasted four railroad stations. One was located at Breakfast Hill on 
the route to Boston. Another was at Bayside, one .at the present loca-
tion, and another near the stratham town line. The Por.tsmouth airport 
is located 3 miles from the center of the village which makes it con-
venimt. 
Visitors are delighted with the town, especially with its old 
houses, with their historic significance and the famous men of the past 
who lived or visited in them. The Weeks House, which is one of the oldest 
brick houses in the state is believed to have been built in 1638. It is 
said that the bricks used in the construction were wrned in the dooryard. 
Ten generations of the Weeks' family have lived in this house. Thornton 
Weeks is the present owner. Breakfast Hill, the scene of the Indians 
taking breakfast after a massacre in Port8mouth is an historic landmark. 
A tablet marks the spot of the hasty breakfast. A fish hatchery maintained 
by the State and a wild animal reservation were a feature of the town until 
a few years ago when it was discontinued. At the present Earl Caswell 
owns and maintains a small animal farm called Davets Little Zoo, open to 
the public. The town has several cemeteries, t~ of which are very old, 
some of the stones bearing names and dates previous to the revolution. 
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· POPULATION 
The first census report available for the town is the year 1767. 
At that time the population was the highest that it has ever been recorded, 
with a total of 805. Five years later, 1773, the population had decreased 
to 731, a decrease of 9.2 per cent. Another census was taken b1o years 
later, and the pop1lation had increased to 759, a gain of 3.8 per cent. 
In 1783, eight years later, the popUlation had dropped to 618, a per cent 
change of 18.6 Three years later the population had increased to 662. 
The lowest population in the to"Wn was recorded in 1800 with -a low of 548. 
From that date it increased, slowly, until in 1860 it had reached a total 
of 762. That was a peak year. From that date it began to decline until 
in 1910 it had reached a low of 575. In the next census, 1920, the pop-
ulation had increased to 623. In 1930 it dropped again to 577. The last 
census taken by the government, 1940, the population of the town was 696 
an increase of 20.6 per cent over the 1930 figure. A census taken by the 
writer for this report showed a population of 761, an increase of 9 per 
cent. 
Studying the population figures for the town from 1767 to the 
present .brings to light an interesting observation. The population of the 
town has risen and fallen in cycles. These cycles follow closelY the 
economic trend of the country as a whole. From 1767 to 1800 the popula-
tion decrease was 257. From 1800 to 1860, the population increased 214 
persons. From 1860 to 1910 there was a decrease of 187, and from 1910 to 
the present there has been an increase of 176. 
In 1930 there were 307 males and 270 females in the town. 
28 
According to the 1940 census there were 366 males and 330 females. 
In 1930 Greenland had a rural farm population of 170 or 29.5 per 
cent and a rural non-far.m population of 407 or 70.5 per cent. In 1940 
there were 270 inhabitants classified as rural farm population and a 
rural non-farm populatiQn of 426. The 1940 census showed there were 219 
males and 219 females 21 years of age or over. 
II 
II 
I 
.-

2- -) 
' 
':) 
.. J • 
[ - -GRAPH 1 696 :~ 
' 
I 577 ~ 
GREENLAND POPULATION - .............. I 623 ~ GRAPH 
Based on N. H. Manual for r 575 ~ 
the General Court 
I 607 ~ 
' ,.....j 
J 647 0 "' 
.. 
J 693 0 (() 
r 695 0 t'-
I 762 0 j --a 
> -··-
I 730 0 lt'\ 
J 726 s 
r 6131 0 ('(\ 
I I 634 0 C\l 
I 592 0 r-1 
j 5413 0 0 (() 
r-1 
l 634 'o "' t'-r-1 
§ I 8 0 
lt'\ 
M 
~ ' \ II 
-
'""''l .J~ 
-- -
- -
-
1940 Census - Greenland, N. H. 
Male and Female - Age Groups 
TABLE 2 
-.Age Groups 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 & Over 
I. 
Male 72 63 47 38 47 40 23 
Female 62 54 44 45 40 40 31 
According to the 1940 census, there were 3/.jO male and 300 female, 
Native, U. s. born, and 26 male and 30 female foreign born. 
Following is a table breaking down the Greenland Population by I 
I 
age groups. The census was taken March 1948. 
1948 Census - Greenland, N. H. 
By Age Groups 
TABLE ~ I 
I 
I 
AGE GROUPS NUMBER 
I 
Pre-School 79 
Ages 6-14 118 
Ages 15-20 78 
Ages 21-35 157 
Ages 36-50 116 
Ages 51~65 146 I 
I Ages 66-79 49 
I 
I 
Ages 80 and over 18 
! 
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l ·There are 194 persons in the town who are native born; that is, 
born in Greenlard. There are 95 married couples and 19 widows and widowers 
Fifteen members of the community are non-citizens of the United States. 
There are no negroes in the community. 
Following is a table showing the population of Greenland and the 
surrounding to-wns for the years 1920, 1930, ani 1940, The following was 
taken from official government census reports. 
1920 1930 1940 
NAME OF TOWN Pop. Pop. Pop. 
Greenlarrl 623 577 696 
Stratham 543 552 634 
~e 1,196 1,081 1,246 
Newington 398 381 us 
N. Hampton 677 695 818 
Exeter 4,604 4,872 5,398 
Newfields 470 376 417 
Portsmouth 13,369 14,495 14,821 
Greenland, for a community with a small population is widely 
scattered. The most thickly settled area is in the "Village, n -which 
centers around the school, general store, library and churches. The 
town has its sections: The village, ~side and the part of town ex-
tending towards the North Hampton line, often, jokingly, called 
II 
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Marbleheai. The town has no sub-divisions which residents give loyalties 
to, but there does occasionally crop up a feeling of sectionalism. There 
is ver.y little reason for it, however, for the store, school, churches 
and library are all in the center of town. 
Approximately 6 pe·r cent of the population has come to the com-
munity fran other localities in the last five years. This may seem high 
but is due t~ the housing shortage during the war, Navy Yard boom in 
Portsmouth, and the trend to live in the country. 
Following is a table showing the number of families who have 
lived in Greenland for a number of years. This survey was made in 1948. 
TABLE 5 
NUMBER OF YEARS 
5 Years or Over 
10 Years or Over 
20 Years or Over 
NUMBER OF FAMILIES 
58 
52 
49 
There are four families living in the community today, who can 
boast ancestors who helped found and settle the parish of Greenland. The ,, 
family names Weeks, Brackett, Frink and Odell are frequently mentioned 1 
throughout the years in the historic documents of the town. 
The population of the town, as shown by the preceding charts has 
never varied greatly through the many years of Greenland 1 s existence. 
The periods of prosperity and depression have come and gone , not making 
too much of an impression on Greenland. I doubt if through the years 
I_--· 
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too many houses were left vacant. If a family moves from the town it 
isn't ver,y long before a new one replaces it. Periods of war affect the 
town's population. Migrant workers finding employment at the Portsmouth 
Navy Yard cause a housing shortage in the city. Greenland, being a con-
tingent of Portsmouth, only six miles distant, helps absorb this flow of 
migratory workers. At the present time, with the war over three years, 
the town is still gdning in population. This is due somewhat, to the 
general trend in the nation to "live in the country-. 11 
The study of vital statistics of a community is enough material 
for a study in itself. This type of statistic is the vital information, 
the figures which show most accurately the pulse-beat, the living, the 
dying ani the union of men and women to further life. In analyzing the 
vital statistics, startling revelations were made. In the period of time 
from 1924 to 1947, a period of 24 years, there were in the town, a . total 
of 206 births, 136 marriages and 356 deaths. These tot~m~ seem in-
significant., but in reality they reveal a great deal. In order for a 
community, no matter the size . or location to survive, there must be 
enough births to offset the deaths; otherwise, the community will dete-
riorate. The community needs many marriages in ~rder to continue the 
population. Luckily people move into communities to take the place of 
the deceased. In Greenland in the past 24 years, there have been 150 
more deaths than births. That is not good. However, in the past 10 
years, 1938 to 1947, the births and deaths have become more equalized. 
There have been 106 births ani 103 deaths. So many more deaths than 
births proves one thing: that Greenland, for a long period of time has 
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been infiltrated with inhabitants of retirement age. These people, seek-
ing the peace ani quiet of the country have moved to Greenland. 1'his is 
fine, except that this type of population is not a productive one. Green-
land needs young people to settle in it and raise families. At present the 
trend is changing. Families of young parents with several children of 
school age are moving into the town. If this trend continues the peak 
population figures of 805 in 1769 will be surpassed. 
I 
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TABlE 6 
YEAR 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
--- ---
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS 
GREENLAND, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
1924 - 1947 INCLUSIVE 
BffiTHS DEATHS 
7 10 
4 17 
4 16 
2 21 
13 18 
3 18 
9 15 
5 15 
12 14 
9 22 
7 22 
7 21 
10 15 
3 16 
5 13 
11 14 
13 15 
11 12 
12 4 
10 12 
MARRIAGES 
3 
4 
3 
6 
3 
4 
4 
2 
4 
5 
6 
4 
9 
7 
6 
2 
10 
4 
3 
2 
II 
II 
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TABlE .. 6 (cont.) 
YEAR 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
;BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS 
GREENLAND, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
1924 - 1947 INCLUSIVE (continued) 
BIRTHS .DEATHS }fARRIAGES 
12 15 10 
14 a 16 
12 15 13 
11 a 6 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Town meeting time is the big social event of the year in a New 
England town. Weeks before the meeting the community is seized with ex-
citement. People who the rest of the year go quietly about the business 
of living suddenly burst forth with hidden zest and venom held in check 
the rest of the year. The whole town takes a new outlook on life; it 
becomes alive as if a charge of electricity had suddenly been released 
in its arteries. And as the meeting day gets closer, the charge becomes 
more intensified a> that when the d~ fiilally arrives, sparks are actually 
flying. Actually town meeting day is the climax. Caucuses have been held, 
candidates have been lined up, the town business for the past year has been 
checked and rechecked, debates and even arguments have been held, town 
reports have been distributed and studied furiously, the men have con~re­
gated at the post office and store to discuss the items, the Grange has 
discussed the warrant in meetiDg,the P. T. A. has reviewed the school re-
port and budget, the women have discussed candidates at the Woman's 
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Alliance, the children have had a unit on town meeting at school and a 
mock meeting and election have been held. All there is left to do is have 
the meeting itself. 
The meeting "brings out" people who are seldom seen the rest of 
the year; everyone eligible comes to vote. Actually town meeting is the 
beginning of a new year for a New England town. After a long hard winter 
of inactivity, March comes with its first signs of Spring. Besides the 
slush and mud it brings a chance to examine accounts, appropriate money 
and elect officers. No wonder there is excitement; after all, the poli-
tical machinery of a to'WI'l affects the lives of more people, more intensely 
than any other institution in the town. 
Greenland, like its sister towns of New England began its type of 
/ 
government in the Colonial days. Originally towns assembled at random 
whenever problems arose, but later they began to meet only annually, at 
which time they selected leading citizens to handle their town business 
until the next meeting. At the present time, . a New England town unlike 
the town of Colonial days, is an exactly defined territory where every 
legal voter within that area enjoys equal rights, whether he owns the 
general store in the center of the village, resides in the largest home 
in town or lives in a tar-paper shack by the bay. The town is a unit of 
government which under the laws of the state manages the local affairs. 
Besides local affairs, the town is also as ervant of the state, enforcing 
certain state laws and carrying on certain business such as collection of 
taxes and the support and management of schools. The town is also the 
unit of representation in the state legislature. 
39 
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Through the town meeting all citizens have an opportunity to be-
ccme acquainted with public affairs, to hear matters of local importance 
discussed thoroughly, and to decide what shall be their attitude on public 
questions. No wonder it is regarded as the most democratic form of govern-
ment in the world. 
Elections are held locally, yearly, usually in March, either b7 . 
caucus or ballot, the ballot being the open ballot. This is done at the 
school house which is also the towt hall. The meeting is called by the 
posting of the warrant which is issued by the selectmeft , • The posting of 
thew arrant must precede the meeting by ten days and no business mq be 
transacted unless the warrant specifically states it. The warrant is 
posted in public places, usually the post office, local store and the . 
front door of the school house. From the day of posting to the final 
meeting, the warrant is the main topic of conversation . Following is the 
town warrant of Greenland issued 8 March 1949.: 
TOWN WARRANT 
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
(L.S.) 
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Greenland in the County 
of Rockingham in said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs: 
You are hereby notified to meet at the Central School in 
said Greenland on Tuesday, the eighth dey of March, next, at 
ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following 
subjects: 
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year 
ensuing. 
1
1 2. 
-- -- -· --------· 
To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to 
defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appro-
priations of the same. 
3. To see what sum of money the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for repair of highways. 
4. To see if the to-wn will vote to accept State 
Aid for the ccn struction and maintenance of Class V roads 
and raise and appropriate the sum of $111.30. 
5. To see what sum of money the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for parks and playgrounds including 
Old Home Day. 
6. To see what sum of money the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for the support of Weeks Public 
Library. 
7. To see if the town will vote to appropriate 
the Slim of $150 .oo to install ventilators in the town 
vault. 
s. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to appoint a Planning Board for the town. 
9. To see if the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for economic advancement to the town through 
publicity and promotional services of the Seacoast 
Regional Development Association in cooperation with 
other regional communities a sum not exceeding one one-
hundredth of one percent of the assessed valuation. 
$60.00). 
10. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to spend such sums of money as m~ be received 
by the town from outside sources (not taxes from town 
property), such money to be used · for the extension of 
town water lines and town lights. 
11. To see if the town Will vote to raise the sum · 
of $1,360.00 for Memorial Day and Veterans Associations, 
dam and Town Dump, Fire and Police Departments and 
Cemeteries. 
12. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
Selectment and other Town Departments to use local labor 
and facilities whenever possible, and When results will 
be equal and practical. 
13. To see if the town will vote to raise and 
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appropriate t he sum of $500.00 for spraying elm trees. 
14. (BY petition). To see if the town will authorize 
the Selectment to take 3IJY necessary action under Chapter 
299 -- Section 1 and 12 of tre Public Laws, to protect 
the safety of the traveling public at the Portsmouth 
Avenue Railroad crossing on any curtailment of the present 
station .tacilitje s of the Boston and Maine Railroad, if or 
when such .curtailment is made by said railroad. 
(Earl Caswell and 10 others) 
15. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
selectment to borrow money on short term notes in antici-
pation of taxes. 
16. To transact any other business which m.ciy legally 
come before this meeting. 
Given under our hands and seal, this 21st day of 
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
forty-nine. 
ROGER 0\SWELL, 
LEO B. SPENCER, 
FRANK G. ROLSTON, 
. Selectmen of Greenland 
A true copy of Warrant -- Attest: 
ROGER CASWELL, 
. LEO B. SPENCER, 
FRANK G. ROLSTON, 
Selectment of Greenland 
The big day has finally arrived. The school children were dis-
missed the day before with instructions to mind their manners when the 
adults take over the following day. (Sometimes these children are the 
I only ones who remember their manners when arguments fall thick and fast.). 
I '!'he janitor arrived bright and early to see that all was in order. Every-
-- __ ----~~ thing is~right and shining.~o: even th~ most particular : ousewife will 
find a speck of dust if she runs her white gloves across the back of her 
chair. The warrant states that this meeting shall begin at 11ten of the 
clock in the forenoon," but by 9:15 A. M., at the latest, cars begin te 
arrive. There is 100re than one claimant to the title of annual "first 
arriver," but a check-up disclosed the honor belongs to Charlie ¥.~arden, 
faithful supervisor of the check-list. He's very closely followed how-
ever, by Earl Caswell, the town's Chief of Police, and then in rapid 
succession come the ex-town officers and the few fanners 'Who were able 
to finish their chores early. These men are accompanied by their wives 
as far as the door, but there they separate. The men go downstairs for 
a brief but all important discussion. This is the time when last minute 
decisions are made, reluctant citizens persuaded to run for office, motions 
are framed for or against various articles in the warrant, and .town finan-
ces are brought out and given a final once-over before the meeting. In 
the meantime the good ladies have proceeded to the main hall where they 
are expected to discuss children, exchange recipes and catch up on a bit 
of town gossip. Lately however, these ladies have a tendenc.y to branch 
off into a little political discussion of their own. It's even said that 
a town office has been won or lost at the hands of these civic-minded 
women even before the meeting begins. 
On the stroke of ten, Russell Rolston, the moderator, with his 
black satchel containing the warrant and gavel, enters with Mabel Thaxter, 
town clerk. Innnediately conversation ceases and everyone turns towards 
the front of the hall. Now the meeting is in the hands of these two town 
officials. They are capable officials, Russell serving as moderator since 
__ . Jj ___ -
1939, and l.f:i.ss Thaxter, who combines her duties of town clerk with teaching 
of Home Economics in the school has served since 1941. As directed b.y 
Robert's Laws of Parliamentary Procedure, the meeting is opened with 
Russell reading the town warrant. Next the following officers are elected: 
MODERATOR 
CLERK 
SELECT:tv"iEN 
TREASURER 
HIGHWAY AGENT 
TAX COLLECTOR 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
AUDITORS 
FOREST FIRE WARDEN 
<liiEF OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF OF POLICE 
SUPERVISORS OF CHECK LIST 
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS 
BUDGET COMMITTEE 
And now for a real close-up on what actually goes on at a New Eng-
land Town Meeting, I am going to describe it as it was described to me b.r 
a real old-timer, as nearly as possible in his own words . The old-timer 
is not a ficticious character but a citizen of the community. The meeting 
described took place March S, 1949. 
11Wal, Son, 
----- met us at the door with a fist full a ballots 
fer----- as third selectman. Course his name warn't on the ballot, 
but there's alw~s a dark horse and if it gets out too soon, someone else 
is liable to run and split your votes. This year though, it was a horse 
on us, cause the committee preparing the ballots either forgot to ask 
---- to run or else he got cold feet, cause when they nominated him, 
he stood up and refused. Then there was nothing we could do but vote for 
the names in the caucaus, and there warn't no excitement there. Everyone 
was lookin' for a lot of excitement cause one of the old selectmen had 
been nosed out ru1d another one resigned during the year. With a couple of 
new men in, and the old fellas with a chip on their shoulders, things 
usually come to a head right aw~. We wern't disappointed neither, cause 
jest as soon as the new town officers were elected and the usual argument 
about the road commissioner ironed out, (we have our own set-up here where 
the selectmen and the road conunissioner work together and neither one can 
do any work unless the other one agrees. There's always some new-comer 
in t own that al wey-s has a hard time understandin' this system. They think 
it ought ter be down ih black and white just who's ter do what, but it 
worked all right in our grandfather's time, there's no reason why it "Wt>n't 
work now.) Wal, as I was a sayin', we'd hardly got this out of der way 
when Mr. ----jumps up and starts thumpin' his town report and yellin'. 
(Mr. ----- is the old .fella I was tellin' you about before. He was 
head selectman and kept tm books fer a number of years 'til he got so he 
pr-actically run der toawne. Some of the .folks jest didn 1 t like some of the 
things he did, but it made no difference. He done as he see fit. Last 
year is when they got tired o.f it and put him out.) Well, he chewed am 
sputtered and pointed out where the new selectmen had made mistakes in 
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gittin' the figgers out. Folks got all twisted up, so we adjourned for 
'alf an hour while Mr. and the toawne officers got in a corner 
and fit it out. Well, Russell called us back ter order and Mr. 
read out the corrected figgers. We warn•t any serprised ter find out we 
had the same amount of money on hand and owed the same amount as before, 
only we were told that Article A on page 19 should be shifted ter Article 
11 on P. 21 and viGe-v.ersa. Well, things was kinda quiet fer a spell. 
We made plans fer Memorial Day, fer a-f:Udn' the cem.ete.:cy, an a-glorifyin' 
the toa"Wne dump-. There was a little fuss when one of the new selectmen 
tried to get them to vote ter put water up one of the streets where a con-
tractor was willin' ter agree to put up a bunch a new houses. But some-
one got up an said that no nu-comers was gpnna get water in their houses 
'til us old tax payers got it in ourn. The man soon learned that Green-
land don't play no favoritesl Even fer the sake of makin' the toawne 
bigger. There warn 1t no more excitement then, •til the,r started discussin' 
trust funds. That's when Mr. --~--- the old ex-selectman busted right 
open. He got up and started to rave about gittin 1 the lots mowed. No one 
knew what he was ravin' about 1til ole man -----tried to explain a 
lil' bit and calm him cbwn. I •callate there's a lil persnol feelin' in 
between them two, cause it looked fer _a minute as if they was gonna take _ 
a poke at one another. But Mr. 
---- kinda stepped in between 'em 
and they both siddown. But this didn't settle nothin'. Mr. 
kept a-yellin' that he was being swindled. Well, it seems that old 
----
had contributed ter the trust funds to the amount of $2.25 a-year 
towards keepin' his cemetery lot in order and he claimed it shouldn't cost 
that much ter keep it mowed. About this time Bill chimed in. 
·He was also on that cemetary committee and mad's a hornet cause someone 
had accused him o being crooked. Mr. jumped up and started 
ravin' &!in and sayin' no one in toawne knew how ter keep a descent set a 
books. I guess he was good fer all mornin', but Mrs. was gittin' 
more and more upset. She's a nice woman, an folks were feelin' downright 
sorry fer her. She pulled 'il tugged an finally got him ter shut up 'n 
set doawne. Well1 young felf er, that's all that a happened this year, but 
don't let the fact that the toawne is quiet right noaw fool ya. There's 
one-o-two things happened some folks don't like, and come a-week-o-tew 
fcre toawne neetin', you'll find the old place a-buzzin' agin." 
The town at present is overwhelmingly Republican. For State and 
National elections, Greenland can alw~s be depended upon to vote G. o. P. 
'l'his is not surprising for the entire state is Republican. There are a 
few Democrats in the t own, but their votes are so meager that they make 
little difference. At present there is no friction whatsoever between the 
two parties. Candidates for local elections do not run on a party ticket. 
There is a story, told, however, of how thirty-five or so years ago, before 
Irving Rolston became postmaster of the town, (he retired this year and his 
son, Russell now has the position) of how National Elections affected the 
toWn. There were two general stores at the time, practically directly 
across the street from each other. Ql the left side was George· Norton's 
store; he was a Republican. On the other side was J. D,. Duntley · (now 
Rolston's store) who was a staunch Democrat. Those who remember aa:y that 
there was quite a rivalry between the two. If a Democratic President was 
elected, the local post office was at Duntleyts store. If a Republican 
Presidert was elected, Norton's store would be the post office for the next 
four years. 
As far as political contests, are concerned, there is very little 
conpetition between the two major parties. Most of the contest is between 
John Doe 1s sen and Mr. Jones• ·who voted against R. F. D • 
. OOCUPATIONS 
The economic conditions of a community -would be material for a 
very detailEd study in itself. It is unnecessary to stress the exceeding 
import.anee to a community of how its people get their living. The types 
of employment available within the community or in surrounding areas color 
the entire life, not only of those who work, rut of the whole population. 
Such things as taxation, education, housing and recreation are geared to 
what type of occupational opportunities there are within the community it-
self or in close proximity. 
One of the main features in the evolution of a town is the degree to 
which the original settlers or their descendents succeeded in their attempt 
to use the land. Another feature is the degree to which, in case of a 
first failure, an adjustment to some other means of livelihood is made. 
Usually towns may be classified as to type based on agriculture, industry 
or recreation. Greenland is a difficult town to classify. In most in-
stances a town falls into one of the above named categories. Not so Green-
land. It would seem that Greenland is a mixture of the various types. 
For instance, Greenland has a rural farm population of 270, located in one 
of the best farming areas of the state. At one time it was one of the im-
portant apple-producing areas with many good orchards, as now practically 
extinct. At onetime the tololll was known as "Apple Village." At present 
there are only three large orchards remaining, owned by John Brackett, 
Clarence Gowen & Son and Fred Beals. These orchards produce Macintosh 
and Baldwin apples and pears. Dairying predominates in the community, there 
being a · ~od number of good-sized producers of wholesale milk. G. Newton 
Weeks 1 farm has approximately 60 head of cattle and specializes in milk 
which is taken to H. P. Hood & Sons, Lawrence, Mass. William Weeks & 
Son have 40 to 50 head of cattle, William Beck, 50 head, Roger Evans, 50 
head, Arthur Sewell, 40 head, Tim Evans, 20 head, Frank Graves, 60 head, 
Benny Hughes, 15 head, Frank Emery, 20 head, Stoddard Far.m, 75 head and 
Heffler's stock farm about 50 head. 
The town also has several poultry farms. The Bay View Farm owned 
by Russell Hulme specializes in turkey, King's Farm has approximately 1,000 
chickens, Fred Beals, 3,500 Butterfields, 5,000, Amee, 4,000, Frank Lane, 
2,000, and Stoddard, 3,000. There are also several potato producers, the 
' 
largest being Merrill's Farm, Sanderson, Sewell, Ireland, and Roger Evans. 
There is an extensive amount of market and truck gardening done in 
the area, the largest producer being George Gowen with approximately 26 
acres. The 1 a1d is well adapted for this type of farming and the advantage 
lies in the nearby markets. Portsmouth, the only city in the county is 5 
I miles distant, the _ beach areas (Hampton, Rye, New Castle, Salisbury) are 
5-10 miles distant, and the large cities in bordering Massachusetts are but 
a short distance. Farming has always been an important industry in Green-
land. It is said that Mark W. Pierce, a Greenland farmer was the first to 
(/:~ 
introduce Durham blooded stock in this col.Ultry. 
As for recreation ani trurist trade, the conmrunity is not too 
deeply imbedded in it. There is too much competition from the nearby-
1· beaches. There are in the community, two tourist camps on the shores of 
Great Bay, John Brackett and Richard Weeks own the t\010 overnight camps 
which flourish during the Sunmer season. The shores of the b8i1 are dotted 
with private camps. Greenland has a great possibility in its recreation 
trade if the state or private enterprise develop the Great Bay area into a 
recreation center. A few years back there was a tourist home in the 
village, but at p resent there is none. 
Industry in Greenland has declined to nil. As in many New Ramp-
shire towns, saw and grist mills were once an important feature. M. 0, 
1 
Hall in his Rambles Of Greenland, Published in 1900, summarizes the story 
of early mills of Greenlani. 
The first mill in town was a saw mill, and whether 
there was a grist mill on the other side of the stream, 
as there was when I was a boy, I do not lmow; but the 
mill was old ani must have been there for years in 
1~22. Then there was the tide mill, and Davis 1 Mill and 
Pickerings' Mill on the Champernowne Creek, and also one 
on a stream that leads into the Winnicutt across Boston 
Road, a n:l. another at Winnicutt. All these mills were 
doing a good business when I was a bqy •••• 
There was also a carding, weaving and fulling mill 
on the lfest side of the stream which did a good business, 
and I have worn clothes made from cloth manufactured 
there, 
There was also a mill on the Winnicutt, above Raine's 
Log. Whether this mill was the one belonging to or run 
by John Johnson I do not know. 'lb.e tide mill lias erected 
by John Johnson and others in the year 1756 or thereabout, 
for leave was granted to him to do so and join his dam to 
11 Qp, cit., Hall, pp . 191, 192. 
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the town laming. (This mill stood on a small island in 
the Winnicutt River. It was built so · as to use the water 
as water power, through a water wheel, when the tide came 
in and when it went out. The . island was a part of the 
"Town Landing, 11 where the first settlers landed when they 
came up the ba;r.) It is said that the tide mill was 
burned in the 1800's. 
In 1864 the mills on the Winnicutt were purchased and 
a stock company fonned under the name of the Union Mills. 
The mill, .(apparently the · last surviror of the Union 
Mills) lately burned down, and Simeon Brackett has the 
mills privileges Wlder a long lease • . : 
At the present t:ime Paul Winslow has the priveleges of the dam site on 
the Winnicutt. 
Eighteen to twenty years ago there was a canning factory situated 
where Haines Service Station row stands. The factory canned corn and 
beans grown locaJJ.y. Previous to the canning factory on the same site 
was a barrel factory which manufactured wooden barrels for the packing of 
apples grown in the area. 'i'his was when Greenland was known as "Apple 
Village". On Winnicutt Road, on the left, on a site close by Lehoullier's 
Auto Shop, was a cider mill located near the spring. On the same road, 
where the Shapleigh home now is, was a cigar factory, and where Bickford's 
now reside was a shoe factory. It is claimed that on Heffler's farm at 
one time was loo ated a shoe factory. 
Why these small industries for a short while flourished and then 
died could be made a study in itself. The chief reason why the small in-
dustries in Greenland have disappeared, is one common to many smal1 towns 
throughout the nation. When city jobs are available, the small town 
factory camot compete. Usually these small industries are able to sur-
vive only by virtue of low taxes and low wages. In the early 1880ts with 
few means of transportation, the small town factories were welcomed for 
\Jn,si·l!n Univ,.rc ity 
$4.:hool of Educ ;n iclrl .. 
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they helped to offset the decay of agriculture; they helped furnish an 
income that was not made availble by farming alone. No wonder men, women 
ani children were willing to work long hours in sweat shop conditions. 
The men of the family usually worked the farms and the rest of the family 
added to the farm incQ!lle by working at one of the local industries. This 
was the only way tle community could keep itself self-sufficient and iso-
lated. Greenland was not as isolated and selfjisufficient even in its early 
days as some other canmwlitie s of its size. The reason being it is so con-
tingent to Portsmouth. Old ti.mm3 and history reveal that ma.ny of the well-
to-do and prominent men of Portsnouth carried on their business in Ports-
mouth and lived in Greenland. From its early days Greenland was and is a 
residential town. !-'Iuch as the natives hate to hear the term, Greenland is 
practically a suburb of Portsmouth, except that it has kept its individu-
ality by having its own local government ani schools. 
With the building of better roads and automobiles made available 
for the average person, the isolation and self-sufficiency disappeared 
almost completely. Town workers began to commute to nearby cities and 
larger towns to earn their living for they found they could receive higher 
wages. 
The "Boom period 11 of the first World War was really the beginning 
of the end for the small industries m Greenlani. With the Navy Yard at 
Portflllouth turning out submarines as fast as they could be built, is it 
small wooder that workers left their low-payed jobs in local industries to 
receive the fat IAY checks issued by Uncle Sam? Greenland 1 s few industries 
unable to cop! ld. th city wages and government checks had to give up. At 
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the present time tm re are no industries in the town. 
At first glance this would strongly indicate that Greenland is a 
farming community. Actually it has all the characteristics of a rural 
farming comnnmity, but acccrding to a survey made in 1948, of occupations 
carried on by citizens of the community, it was found that 34 people own 
farma :and are engaged in full-time fanning of one type or another. There 
are 7 people working as fann laborers, hiring out, 5 engaged in poultry 
fanning, 4 in forestry, 2 in fishing, 15 in transportation and communi-
cation, 24 in business enterprises, 2 in public service, 19 in professional 
work, 9 in domestic personal work, 13 in clerica.j. work, 42 (Navy Yard) 
government workers, 2 salesmen, 17 laborers (not including full-time farm 
hands) and 17 retired persons. 
Oft he occupations mentioned above, there are not too many which are 
carried on in the town itself. The greatest number of workers are govern-
ment workers, people who own their homes and property in Greenlani but who 
make their living in Portsmouth. Greenland has become a commuting town. 
For the most part the breadwizmers are away each day to earn a living for 
their families, return at night to work on their farms am spend a few 
hours with their families and enter into the social activities of the 
community. In this wcv the people of Greenland are able to keep the 
security of subsistence farming ani at the same time enjoy a standard of 
living comparable to that of the city. How fhould Greenland be classified? 
Why not say trn town is a rural-agricultural-residential suburb? 
Following i s a table showing general occupational information of 
Greenland, New Hampshire. This survey classifies workers in both public 
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and private employment, March 1948. 
TABlE 7 
TYPE OF OCCUPATION 
Agriculture (owners) 
Forestry 
Fishing 
Laborers (farm) 
Poultry 
Business 
Public Service 
Professional 
Laborers 
Salesmen 
Domestic Pers. Work 
Trade 
Transportation & Communication 
Clerical 
Government Workers 
Total 
NUMBER IN C0~1MUNITY 
34 
4 
2 
7 
6 
26 
2 
19 
16 
2 
9 
33 
15 
13 
42 
229 
According to the survey, there was in 1948, approximately one-third 
of the population gainfully occupied. There were 51 women, eighteen years 
of age and over, gainfully occupied. There were 30 families in which the 
home-maker was gainfully employed. 
The survey showed that there were many boys and girls, 10 to 17 
II 
I 
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years of age who worked part time as farm hands, baby sitters and domestic 
work while going to school ani summer vacations. Several girls worked as 
clerks in stores and ice crean1 stands. Only four boys and girls of school 
age (high school) were not in school. 
There are 34 full-time farmers who own their own farms in the town, 
I and 7 farm laborers. This is not a large amount, considering the town is 
1 .regarded chiefly agricultural. 
,, 
Rockingham County, according to the 1940 census, has a total popu-
I 
lation of 58,142 and a rural farm population of 10,849, exclusive of the 
tmms of Exeter, Portsmouth and Derry where the census didn 1t specify rural I 
population. Of the total farm population in Rockingham County, 9, 543 are 
native white and 1,291 foreign-born white. 48 per cent of the total land 
area in Rockingham County is in farms, which is the highest per cent of 
any county in the state. 
Following are other statistics for the com1ty as reported in 
11Report on Agriculture in Rockingham County (N.H .. ), 11 prepared by James A. 
Purington, Count y Agricultural Agent, 1944. 
Number of farms in Rockingham County •••••••••••• 2993 
Land area•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••442,240 acres 
Per cent of land area in farms ••••••••••••••••• 48 per cent 
All land in farms ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••212,269 acres 
Average size of farms ••••••••••••••••••••••••••70.9 acres 
Farm Land according to Use: 
Cropland harvested •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .•• 50;, 912 acres 
Cropland idle or fallow •••••••••••••••••• • -• ••• • • 5,239 acres 
Plo-..rable pasture ................................. 25,344 acres 
\voodland ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 91,683 acres 
All other land •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••37,736 acres I 
I 
I 
II 
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Land used for crops: 
52,267 acres reported b,y 2S04 farms ••••••••• 
Value of farms (incl. land & bldgs.) ••••••••••••••• 10,900,570 
Value of domestic animals, poultry, bees ••••••••••• 1,34S,9S6 
Value of all farm products sold, traded ·or used.... 4;009,246 
Cows kept for milk production •••••••••••••••••••••• S,S69 
Chickens over 4 months old •••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 349,739 
Apple trees {not bearing age) ••••••••••••••••• •-• •• 23;659 
Apple trees (bearing age) ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 96,433 
Bushels Harvested ••••••••••• • ............. _ ••••••••• 23S,473 
Small fruits (strawberries) ••••••••••••••••••••••• 94,7SO qt. 
Small fruits (raspberries) ••••••••••••••••••••••• • 12,964 qt. 
Vegetables sold ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• 975 acres 
Value ............................................ ... no. 54 7 
Potatoes •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 941 acres 
V al.ue •........••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 123, 44.0 
Following is a list of the business and means of making a living in 
the community: 
Auto Repair ••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• •'• •• Alphee Lehoullier 
Tourist Camps •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••John Brackett 
Tourist Camps •••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••Richard Weeks 
Confectionery and lee cream •••••••••••••••Francis Rile,r 
Eggs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Fred Beals 
Electrical Contractor •••••••••••••••••••••Frank Wirling 
General Store •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Irving Rolston 
Grain dealers & Traders •••••••••••••••••••Badger Farms store 
Live stock dealers ••••••••••••••••••••••••• wm. E. Beck 
Market Gardening ••••••••••••••••••••••••••George Gowen 
.IV.~a.rket Gardening •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Walter Vickery 
Plumber •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Frank Wirling 
Poultry Breeders ••••••••••••••••••••••••••James Amee 
Poultry Dealer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Butterfi-elds 
Poultr,y Dealer ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Frank Lane 
Poultry Dealer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tripps 
Tur.k~s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Russell Hulme 
Real Estate Broker ••••••••••••••••••••••••Russell Rolston 
Restaurant ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Joseph Jackson 
Ice cream and lunches •••••••••••••••••••••Nelson's 
Old Lantern Shop •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
1tn.tique Shop •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Gas and electrical appliances ••••••••••••• 
Page's Motor Service •••••••••••••••••••••• 
56 
<' l ) 
Stonehouse Pet Shop • •. • • .••••••• • .••.• • ••••. • •••.. Earl Casewell 
Corrin.e 1 s Gift Shop .•• _ ••.••••••••• • ••••••••••••••• 
"Em.ecy ' s Cam.ps ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Apples ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••Fred Beals 
Apples ••• ~•••••••••• • ••· ••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••John Brackett 
Haynes Service Station •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Greenland Food Center ·•••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••• 
HEALTH 
Greenland, , located in the southwest section of the state, in the 
seacoast region of New Hampshire, approximately five miles from the Atlan-
tic Ocean and bordering on Great B~, is classified as low land with a 
high altitude of 140 and zero in some areas. The area has low rolling 
land with very few hills; however there-is ver.y little really level low-
lying land which would cause the problem of drainage. There are three 
sect ions in the area which may be regarded as swamp land, an approximate 
total of 500 acres. The community is relatively free from stagnant water 
and marshes, there being a marshland along Great Bay and a moderate amount 
along the Winnicutt River. The bay marshland is salt water marsh which 
breeds insect s. 
Weather conditions of an area are of great importance. Very often 
an industry wishing to inquire of possibilities in a collmlunity make a study 
of the weather conditions, periods of drought, excessive heat, cold, rain, 
fog, etc. Greenland, typical of New England has unpredictable weather. 
Its nearness to.the ocean gives it advantages and also disadvantages. The 
cool winds coming inland in the summer are very helpful in combating the 
heat. The closeness of the water, in the winter, gives the area a wet-
cold which is not found in areas inland. In the past year or "bio there has 
been the drying of a few wells, but the area has never had a long period 
57 
of drought. The sumner months are very hot, temperatures at time rising 
to 100 degrees F., but these are aided by the ocean breezes and the Great 
~ breezes. The area does get cold in the winter, with the temperature 
at zero or below at times, but no more so than any other sou them New 
Hampshire town. There is an average rainfall in the area of approximately 
40 inches per year, a f§l od amunt for farm crops. The area has occasional 
deys of fog in the summer and fall, but not to an excessive amount. The 
area has climate ani weather of typical New England, with its cold in the 
winter and extreme heat in the sumner. 
Infonnation regarding weather conditions in the area were procured 
from the University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire, located 
approximately nine miles from Greenland. 
The following tables show various weather conditions in the area 
for the period May 1947 to May 194$. 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS IN THE GREENLAND AREA 
May 1947 - 1948 
(Compiled by the University of New Hampshire Weather Station, Durham, N. H.) 
TABLE _8_ _( Al 
MONTH PARTLY ICE ZERO •o1 ·. oR MORE 
CLOUDY DAYS DAYS PRECIPITATION 
May 1947 9 0 0 15 
June 7 0 0 9 
' 
July ' 11 0 0 11 
August 8 0 0 7 
September 10 0 0 7 
October 9 0 0 3 
November 6 0 0 8 
December 9 14 0 10 
January 1948 7 18 0 11 
February 9 14 10 9 
March 5 4 5 12 
April 9 0 0 8 
May 5 0 0 0 
Total 104 50 15 110 
' 
-
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I WEATHER CONDITIONS IN THE GREENLAND AREA 
~ 1947 - 1948 . 
Durham, N. H.) II 
1 
(Compiledlqy the University of New Hampshire Weather station, 
T1lBIE 9 (B) 
~-_MONTH I 
.HIGH ~w ~AN NUMBER · I 
I TEMP. TEMP. TEMP. FREEZING I I DAYS 
May 1947 84.6 25.1 65.5 5 
' 
June 91.8 37.4 75.8 0 
July 90.4 52.6 72.7 0 
August 97.5 49.2 n.o 0 
September 90.1 26.0 61.2 7 
October 90.4 20.1 56.6 4 
November 64.1 15. 46.5 24 
December 52.8 11 23.4 31 
January 1948 39.3 17.2 16.9 31 
Februa.J7 54.0 20.2 20.5 29 
March 71.3 -11 33.4 24 
April 76.2 19.0 43.8 15 
May 75.0 29.8 52.8 2 
- -- - -
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WEATHER CONDITIONS IN '!HE GREENLAND AREA 
May 1947 - 1948 
(.Compiled l::u the University of New Hampshire Weather Station, Durham, N. H.) 
TABlE 10 (C) 
~CNTH ·TOTAL AVERAGE CLEAR CLOUDY 
PRECIPITATION ~mD DAYS DAYS 
VELOCITY I 
May 1947 3.45 in. 6.4 M. P. H. 5 17 
June 4.53 4.84 7 16 
July 5-99 4.1S 6 14 
August .72 3.35 12 11 
September 2.01 2.96 11 9 
October 0.37 4.49 18 4 
November 5.26 3.06 10 14 
December l.B2 6.7 13 9 
January 1948 · 2.80 6.2 9 15 
February 1.83 6.2 9 11 
March 5.95 5.0 9 17 
April 2.51 5.88 8 13 
May 5.04 4.76 5 21 
I 
The Greenland community is only partly serviced by a public water 
supply. The center or village, is serviced on the Portsmouth-Exeter Road 
as far as Hart's, and on route 151 as -far as Rolston's. The section that 
is serviced gets its water from the city of Portsmouth; the water supply 
not being municipally owned. The source of water is artesian wells and 
springs. The water is received from several sources: One is in Portsmouth, 
near the Greenland Road, another is in Greenland. There are ::everal which 
are located in back of the Sherburne pwnping station. The water is taken 
from these sources and is pwnped to the system. According to the Ports-
mouth Water Department, the water that is received in the system from the 
various sources is pure enough so that it does not have to be chlorinated; 
however, to safeguard p.1blic health, it is chlorinated. The water is 
tested both by the state and the water department, using Ortho-tolidine, 
called a color test. The result shows a 0.15 parts per million gallons of 
water. The water is not filtered as it has a natural filter of sand. The 
water is very hard, the per cent of hardness being 96 parts per million. 
The residual in chlorine is 5/100 on 27 foot test on the average. The 
water supply has never been limited in the area according to the Portsmouth 
Water Department. The system has water mains of a capacity of over two 
million gallons per day. The mains vary in sizes, the largest being six-
teen inches. These mains run into the standpipe. According to the water 
department, the average daily use. of water in the Portsmouth area is two 
million gallons. It was impossible to determine the average daily use of 
water in the Greenland area because a ~arg~ portion of the community is not 
serviced by the public water supply. There are approximately three miles 
., 
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of water a:nnections in Greenland, leaving eleven mile s with0ut public 
water. Approximately one third or 250 residents of Greenland have water 
from the public supply. A check with the Portsmouth water office dis-
closed that 52 persons in the commUnity are billed for water. The average 
quantity consumption per quarter (90 days), per consumer, in Greenland is 
6600 cubic feet (759 gallons equal 100 cubic feet). The amount of water 
con~umed in Greenland, piped from the Portsmuth Water Department, , per 
day, is 383032 cubic feet. The average daily consumption per consumer, in 
Greenland is 73.66 cubic feet. The amount spent by oonsUDt.ers, per quarter, 
(three months) is $922.00 or $3,688.00 per year. 
Bacteriological tests are made of the water supply twice a month by 
the state Board of Health. No water-borne diseases such typhoid have ever 
been traced to the water supply. 
Approximately two thirds, or 450 inhabitants of the community are 
without water connections. These people obtain their water from privately 
owned wells and springs. An article in the town warrant of 1949 asked the 
town to vote to authorize the selectmen to spend such sums of money as may 
be received by the town from outside sources, such money to be used for the 
extension of town water lines and town rights. The article was voted down. 
There are no laws in New Hampshire governing private water supplies 
Wells, cisterns and spring water are analyzed only upon request, complaint 
or when there is reason to suspect that the water is bad. Public drinking 
fountains used in the school and other public places are of the bubbler 
type. 
The town does not have any sewage system; sceptic tanks are used 
as required by the sanitary code in the private disposal of sewage. 
There is no collection and disposal of garbage, ashes and rubbish 
by the town. Each householder takes care of his own garbage and rubbish 
by either taking it to the town dump or burning in an incinerator. 
Protection of the food supply in every cormnunity is a function to 
which far too little attention is commonly paid. Because of opposition, 
nationwide control is impossible. Staple food supplies are usually pro-
duced in the region they are consumEd. The limited federal supervision 
helps vert little, so there is need of state and local ordinances to help 
in the protection of food supplies. In Greenland there are no local or-
dinances regarding milk production and distribution. The State Department 
is the agency which makes and enforces regulations. 
The price of pasteurized milk is set by the State Milk Control 
Board. This price is set far the entire state. Prices for milk have ad-
vanced in price four cents in the past six months (September 194S), but it 
is now on the downward trend. There have been no epidemics traced to the 
milk supply. 
There is no state law or local ordinances requiring that handlers 
of milk must re.ceive regular medical examinations, although some dealers 
make this demand. Food handlers are not given medical examinations as a 
general rule, but whenever the proprietor of an eating place or the local 
health officer has reason to suspect that a food handler may be in a con-
dition which is infectious or contagious, a health examination can be re-
quired. 
Any person wishing to engage in the business of producing, handling 
Ln I 
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processing, or distributing milk must get a permit issued b,y the State 
Milk Control Board. Permits m~ be revoked, but none-were revoked in 
Greenlan:i in 1948. 
Cows, whether in herds producing grade A milk, raw milk or cows 
producing mi.lk for pasteurization are examined annually. When a herd is 
found infected, each infected animal is removed and slaughtered, then a 
retest is made of the herd for tuberculin reaction. 
Milk is bacterially tested twice a year by the State Board of 
Health and dairies and creameries test also. In order for milk to be sold 
as whole milk in the area, it must have 3.7 butter-fat. This is required 
by the state. The results of the tests are not immediately published, but 
state b.tlletins are published at intervals in which results of tests are 
enclosed. 
There are six sources of milk supply in the community; they are: 
Brackett's Dairy (Greenland) 
Benjamin Hughes (Greenland) 
Richard Weeks (Greenland) 
Hood's Creameries (Portsmouth) 
Badger Farms Creamery (Portsmouth) 
Laurel Farm Creamery (Hampton) 
Dairies are not inspected at set intervals but at least twice a 
year. If conditions are not as they should be, inspections are more fre-
quent. In the inspection of milk, the following points are considered: 
Bacteria 
Flavor-
Sediment 
II 
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Butter fat 
Solids (not fat) 
Bottles and caps 
There are no local ordinances covering ice cream manufactories, 
but tie State Board of Health sees that standards are maintained. New 
Hampshire laws are very definite as to pasteurization of milk, sterili-
zation of utensils used, rapid cooling and keeping at low temperatures, 
cleanliness and construction of dairies and sale of unbottled milk in 
stores. Eating places are nvt lieensed but are inspected frequently by 
state examiners. 
There is no department of vital statistics in the health depart-
ment of the community. The town clerk is the registrar of vital statis-
tics and all records are kept by her. She makes a regular report to the 
state. An annual report, issued with the annual town reports of the town 
is made for the public. This includes births, deaths and marriages. Re-
port forms, that is, type of information published vary from time to time. 
In 1942 the following was compiled for deaths: Name of deceased, Date of 
death, Years of age, Sex, Color, Marital status, Place of death, Place of 
birth, and Cause of death. At the present time (1949) the cause of death 
is omitted and the name of father and mother are enclosed. For Births, in 
1942, the following info:nnati on was required: Date of birth, Name of child, 
Number, Color, Sex, Name of ~other and father, Birthplace of mother and 
father. At present color and number is omitted and living or stillborn 
is enclosed. The information regarding marriages is as follows: Date, 
Name of bride and groom, Age, Birthplace of each, Name of parents and name, 
_j 
residence and official station of person by whom married. 
The following table shows the general birth and death rate in the 
Greenland Community for the years 1945 to 1948 inclusive. 
TABLE 11 
BlliTH RATE 
DEATH RATE 
1945 
12 
15 
1946 
14 
8 
1947 
12 
15 
1948 
11 
8 
Total 
49 
46 
The local health officer is appointed by the State Board of Health 
by the recommendation of the selectmen. He is issued a certificate of 
appointment by the secretary of the board. The health officer is secre-
tary and executive officer and with the selectmen forms the local board of 
health. He holds office for three years. His duties are to enforce the 
public health laws ani make sanitary investigations. His fee is fixed by 
the town. 
There is only one medical physician in the community. Dr. L. R. 
Hazzard has his office and practices in Portsmouth, and is affiliated with 
the Portsmouth Hospital. He makes his residence in Greenland. Dr.Ha zzard 
is a member of the .Ainerican :Medical Association, is a graduate of approved 
license to treat the sick. Aside from physicians, dentists and nurses, 
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licenses are issued to osteopaths, chiropractors, optometrists and dental 
hygienists. According to the state laws of New Hampshire, Chiropractors 
must take state examinations. Certificates are issued to those passing 
the examinations and must be displayed publicly at the principal place of 
business. 
The state examination covers all materials studied in Chiroprac-
tic schools. The examination lasts two days and includes written, oral and 
demonstration work. Following are the subjects covered by the test: 
Anatomy including embryology, histology, osteology, 
myology, splanchnology, physiology and neuro-physiology. 
Also symptology, pathology, bacteriology, hygiene and 
public health. chiropractic techniques, chiropractic 
orthopedy, X-rczy and spinography including analysis and 
chiropractic philosophy. 
Following is a copy of the license issued by the state: 
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS 
Be it known that 
-------------------------------' D. C., 
having given satisfactory evidence as to age, character, preliminary edu- . 
cation, chiropractic instructions, that -- he is a graduate of a legally 
chartered or incorporated school or college of chiropractic and all other 
matters required by law is duly qualified to receive his license to prac-
tice chiropractic in the state of New Hampshire. 
> 
There are five registered nurses living in Greenland. State 
laws governing the practice of nursing state: 
11 A nurse to practice in New Hampshire must have had at 
least a two year course in a registered hospital or 
training school affiliated with a registered hospital. 
Out of state nurses to practice in the state must have 
been trained in a school or hospital of like standing 
as New Hampshire nurses." 
A fee of $5.00 must be paid to get a certificate, 
which must be applied for annually. Renewal is $.50. 
There is no hospital in the Greenland Connnunity, but there are 
two close by. Portsmouth Hospital, Portsnouth, New Hmmpshire, a non-
profit general hospital with 110 beds, including a maternity building and 
a nurses home, an:l Exeter General Hospital with 65 beds. Portsmouth is 
approximately 6 miles from Greenland, and Exeter 9 miles. There is also a 
small 25-bed hospital for chronic diseases and Portsmouth also offers 
addi:t.ional services in regular tuberculosis clinic through the New Hamp-
shire Tuberculosis Association and state cancer, venereal disease and 
psychiatric clinics. 
Children are required to be vaccinated against small pox before 
admission to school. Tuberculin tests were given to all pupils in the 
school in 1948. This was carried on by the school nurse and a state nurse. 
No positive reaction of tuberculosis was found. The school nurse visits 
the classrooms once a week. Besides Greenland she also has three other 
schools to care for. The school nurse reports to the teachers the results 
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11 o her examinations and home visits are made by the nurse to inform 
parents of diseases and defects for possible care and correction. Children! 
are tested annually for hearing and vision. The audiometer test was ad-
ministered for hearing, and the Maico individual test was given to the 
children who did not pass the group test. Of 107' children examined in 
1948, ten per cent were found underweight, eight had defective vision, 
forty-eight had defective teeth, six had defective tonsils, one had de-
fective hearing and two had enlarged glands. 
All eight with defective vision were corrected, seventeen of the 
forty-eight defective teeth were corrected, and two of the six defective 
tonsils were corrected. 
Glasses for defective vision are supplied by parents; however, 
private organizations in the community, such as P.T.A. and Grange do 
supply them if families cannot pay for them. 
There have been no epidemics of communicable diseases in the 
community, for the past five years. There was a slight Epidemic of 
measles this past year, but not enough to close the school. 
The work of the school health program is both preventive and 
corrective. It tries to inculcate positive health habits as well as 
protects against disease. Not only is the school nurse involved, but 
also the classroom teacher who should be alert to discover and report to 
the nurse, symptoms of the conurnmicable diseases of childhood and any 
physical abnormalitie$ of the individual child. Both the classroom 
teacher and nurse instruct in hygiene and prevention. Educational health 1 
I films are used in the school throughout the year, and occasionally radio 
I 
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health programs are included in classroom work. 
RECREATION 
The word recreation today is heard on every hand. Just what is 
this recreation? Some authorities claim that it is a refreshment, a 
change from everyday work. Others say it is a diversion, something en-
tirely new from ones occupation. Some authorities claim it is pl~. Dr. 
1 
John H. Finley in an article gives the following definition: 
The word recreation is broad enough to include pl~ 
in its every expression and also many activities that 
are usually not thought of as plczy- - music, the drama, 
the crafts, every free activity and especially creative 
activity for the enrichment of life. 
Recreation then, takes a great variety of forms. To some it may mean 
fishing, sailing, singing, pla;ying cards, camping, dancing, taking part 
in a play. To others it may ne an reading a book, puttering in the garden, 
window shopping or just plain sitting around. An activity which is re-
creation for one person may be a drudgery for another. Recreation is made 
up of activities that a person may engage in alone or in a group. In some 
forms it consists of active participation; in others of relaxation, listen-
ing or watching. For the young child pla;ving in the sandbox, playing with 
dolls, pl~ing hopscotch, collecting match covers, or making model air-
planes is recreation. For youth, hiking, swimming, canoeing in the moon-
light, dancing or producing a play are regarded as recreation. For the 
old folks, pl~ing croquet, reading, collecting salt shakers may be a 
relaxation, and therefore, recreation.-
When did all this interest in recreation begin? Fifty years ago 
1 John H. Finley, "What will we do wi. th our time?" Recreation Nov. 1933, 
p. 367. 
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people didn't worry about whether they had enough recreation or not. The 
trend occurred about the middle of the last century when the change from 
the agricultural workd~ to the industrial workd~ began. With the sue-
cessive reductions thereafter in the number of hours which had to be ' de-
voted to earning a living, people in this country began to have problems 
as to how to adjust their lives. They had more free time on their hands 
than they knew what to do with. As a result the working people of this 
country began to have time for those recreational activities they would 
previously have enjoyed doing but had not been able to fit :in a long work-
ing d~. 
The invention of the automobile, radio and motion picture came 
along at about the same time, and as a result the nation was swept into 
an era of recreation consciousness. Where previously, families, when 
they had a little free time sta.yed at home, together, to sing, listen to 
the gramophone or read aloud, they now began to make use of these modern 
conveniences so that little time was spent at home together as a family 
group. Some people claim that these inventions have destroyed home life 
i n this country. At the present time the trend is to return to group en-
~jOyntent by families, under conditions as they are today -- ta.J1ing trips in 
the family car together, enjoying an evening at home, listening to records, 
around the piano, listening to the radio or looking at television. kn 
evening of fun in the basement game room or a picnic in the bac~ard is 
important in the recreation of family groups. 
Recreation in Greenland comes about in the same way as in thou-
sands of other communities of the United States of the same size and cir-
cumstances. Recreation, per se, is not planned; there is no recreation 
board to plan am schedule the activities and no recreation director to 
schedule ani direct what is carried on. The recreation of the community 
is more or less "hit or miss", with individuals and groups making their 
own plans and fitting them in the best way possible. Often times there 
are conflicts of dates so the the annual parish supper is scheduled for 
the same night as the Veteran's canasta party, or the P.T.A. holds its 
regUlar meeting the same night that the Boy Scouts are holding a court 
of honor and handicraft sale. There are few c-onflicts of dates, however, 
because everybody in the community knows what everybody else is doing. 
There are times when 4 or 5 social events will come in one month to be 
followed by 2 or 3 mnths with little entertainment. 
There is little need in the community for a central recreation 
council to plan added activities or to try to utilize new talent. With 
Yankee ingenuity, all available talent and facilities are utilized. A 
continuous flow of varied acti·vities, perhaps not always with balance in 
between, seems to naturally come about. This, no doubt, is, as mentioned 
previously, because the t o\iil is small and everyone lmows what is happening 
I 
1 or what is go±ng to ·take place. Members of one group are also members of 
I 
other groups so that a check is held pretty well on events to come. What 
the town does need is to hs. ve a calendar of events posted in some con-
I spicuous place. This could be done on a monthly basis and could be posted 
in the scmol 
.I will see that 
~ are posted, 
auditorium, one month ahead. The problem arises as to who 
the calendar is kept up to date and that all the activities 
This could be done by some organization as a project for the 
'7& 
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year. There would have to be one central place to leave or phone the in-
formation, and a conmittee to prepare and post the calendar. This would 
help greatly to do away with confl.i cting dates and would give organiza-
tions a chance to p len ahead. 
The school board is in charge of the school house with the chairman 
keeping a record of the dates the building is in use and by whom. An 
organization that wishes to meet at the school ani make use of its faci-
lities has to "sign up11 for the date it requests. Tbis system works quite 
well, but the list is not fOSted and of course it does not include all the 
other activities not carried on in the school. 
From Februar.y 18, 1948 to Februar.y 18, 1949, the school building was 
used 111 times for evening events. This does not include the many acti-
vities carred on and the organizations 'Which met at the school in the 
afternoon. In April 1948, the school hall and facilities were used for 
19 evening meetings. In March there 11 arening meetings in the school, in 
October, 10, and in December, 11. 
Following is a schedule of the meetings held in the school hall in 
December 1948: 
December 1 Grange Meeting 
December 3 School pl~ presented 
December 9 Church Supper ~eld 
December 10 Junior Order Meeting 
December 15 Grange Meeting 
December 17 P. T .A.l-Ieeting 
December 18 School party 
,, 
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December 23 
December 24 
December 30 
December 31 
Sunday School Party 
Carolers met for refreshments 
Youth Club meeting & party 
Public dance held 
The school, which is also a town hall and community center, is the 
hub of all recreational activities. There is no other public building in 
the community. The Veterans have a good-sized building where they hold 
their meetings and other activities; occasionally they use the school house 
to hold a supper or card party. The Fish and G~ Club has an excellent 
meeting place of its own, but it is not open to the public for use. There 
are two churches in the community. The historic Congregational Church is 
closed; the Methodist Church is used occasionally for functions other than 
church services, but the vestry is very sma~l and there are no kitchen and 
dining facilities. The Boy Scouts have a small building where they meet, 
but it is too snail for public meetings. The logical place to have meet-
ings, entertainments and socials, therefore, is the school. 
Following are some of the organizations of the community: 
Name of Organization 
Grange 
Junior Order 
Veteran's Organization 
Veteran's Auxiliar.y 
BOy Scouts 
Girl Scruts 
Cubs (Dens) 
Cubs (Pack) 
Woman t s Alliance 
Boyfs 4-H 
Girl's 4-H 
Juvenile Grange 
Extension Service Group 
When Meet 
lst & 3rd Wednesdays 
2nd & 4th Thursdays 
lst & 3rd Thursdays 
Thur sdczy- evening 
Tuesday evening 
Wednesday afternoon 
Friday - once monthly 
2nd & 4th Tuesday (afternoon) 
Tuesday evening 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays (afternoon) 
1st Tuesday each month (afternoon) 
P.T.A. 
Pilgrim Fellowship 
Youth Club 
Fish & GallE Club 
3rd Wednesday each month 
Ever.y Sundqy evening 
Once monthly 
Tuesdqys 
Beside the above, there are also many groups which meet for purely 
social reasons. There are in the community two auction bridge clubs, and 
two contract bridge clubs. Three of these card clubs are for women only 
and meet in the afternoon, and the fourth is a mixed group which meets in 
the evening. There are two sewing clubs in the community; one is made up 
of young married women and the other of young single girls. These various 
clubs meet at regular intervals. 
Following are various activities carried on by organizations in 
Greenland. These activities are carried on besides regular meetings. 
Name of Organization 
Grange 
Veteran's Organization 
Veteran's Auxiliary 
Boy Scouts 
Activities Sponsored 
Juvenile Grange 
Grange Fair 
Childrents Night 
Neighbor's Night 
Hot Dog Roasts 
Beach Parties 
Suppers 
Entertainments 
Myster.y Rides 
Old Home D~ Celebration 
Canasta Parties 
Oyster Stew Suppers 
Benefit Suppers 
Card Parties 
Xmas Party for Children 
Public Meetings 
Handicraft Sales 
Town X.Inas Tree 
Benefit Suppers 
Outings 
Camping 
Hikes 
Woman 1 s .Alliance 
Pilgrim Fellowship 
Community Church 
Parent Teacher Organization 
Youth Club 
Benefit Suppers 
Card Parties 
Teas 
Sewing Parties 
Food Sales 
Strawberry Festival 
Harvest Supper 
Christmas Sale, entertain-
ment and Supper 
Benefit Suppers 
Socials 
Dances 
Parties 
Hot Dog Roasts 
Caroling 
Monthly Church Paper 
Parish Suppers 
Social Teas 
Boy's Baseball Team 
Sunday School 
Woman 1 s Alliance 
Boy Scouts 
Cub Packs 
Pilgrim Fellowship 
Choir 
Girl Scouts 
Annual Lawn Fete 
Track Meet 
Military Whist 
Square Dancing 
Plays 
Xmas Entertainment 
Hot Lunch Program 
Public Speaking Contest 
ti'uppers 
Parties 
Socials 
Dances 
~stery Rides 
Weiner Roasts 
Beach Parties 
Pl~s 
Minstrel Show 
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Cubs 
Extension Service Group 
School 
Fish & Game Club 
Boy's 4-H 
Suppers & entertainments 
Public Meeting·s 
Handicraft Sales 
Meetings monthly to help 
women of rural communities 
with home problems. 
Parties (lower grades during 
school. Upper grades in the 
evening) Halloween, Christmas, 
Valentine, May Dance. 
Socials 
Athletic ·Events (Baseball, 
Softball, Football, basket-
ball, volley ball, horseshoes) 
Track Y.Leet 
Graduation 
Trips 
Field Trips 
Picnics 
Home Economics Tea 
School Board Supper 
Plays 
Parent's Night Banquet 
Movies . 
School Publication 
School Annual 
Xmas Entertainment 
School Choir 
Assembly Programs 
Public Speaking Contest 
Open House 
Photography Club 
Hobby Club 
Suppers 
Card Parties 
Fish Rearing Pools (Before 
the War) 
Fishing Contest for youth of 
surrounding areas 
Wild Life Reservation (Before 
the War) 
Public Exhibitions 
Presenting of Awards 
Projects 
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Girl's 4-H Public Exhibitions 
Presenting of Awards 
Sewing 
Cooking 
The list of organizations and their subsidiary activities of 
Greenland would indicate to some that the community has more than enough 
recreation within its confines. There are however, many other organiza-
tions which the members of the community belong to in the surrounding 
cities and towns. Following are some of the organizations found in the 
nearb,y city of Portsmouth which residents of Greenland are affiliated 
with. 
Masonic Lodge 
Shriner a 
Commandry 
Eastern star 
Rainbow 
Demo lay 
Graffort Club 
Portsmouth Garden Club 
Professional & Business Women's Club 
YMCA 
YWCA 
Lions 
Rotarians 
Moose 
Elks 
EKchange Club 
Catholic Youth Organization 
.Altar Society 
Altrusa Club 
Knights of Columbus 
American Legion 
Veteran's of Foreign War 
Forty an:i Eight 
Pomona Grange 
Cooties & Cootiettes 
College Club 
The principal organized recreations of the Greenland Community 
are pretty well covered by the various organizations existing in the town 
or in the nearb,r city. As probably in all other communities in the nation , 
unorganized recreation probably makes up the greater part of the communityi:J 
relaxation. It is difficult to apply a standard or to gauge the activities 
which are carried on family by family or individual by individual in this 
type of relaxation, for recreation activities cover the whole field of 
hwncn interest. The forms of recreation in which people engage vary as 
widely as the interests of a single individual throughout his lifetime and 
are as diverse as people are different from each other. B9ginning with 
the playing ·of dolls in babyh~d up through the active games and sports of 
youth to the quiet pastimes of old age, the variety of recreation in which 
an individual engages is almost limitless. 
A housewife may relax by sitting under a tree, knitting or sewing. 
She may enjoy blueberr.ying for it is different from her ever,yday chores. 
A woman confined to her family all week may get her best recreation from 
going shopping in Portsrrouth or taking a long walk through the fields. A 
teen-ager may spend all his spare time playing baseball or some other 
sport. His biggest thrill may be to sit by a stream and fish, or go ice 
fishing on the bczy- in winter. A girl may find no better relaxation than 
to take a walk with her best beau, then stop for an ice cream cone at 
Riley's. A group of teen-agers probably get their relaxation by meeting 
at Jackson's or Nelson's for a hot dog or coke and sit for hours talking 
and listening to the juke box. The men in the community go hunting and 
fishing; some relax by mending fences, puttering around in the workshop, 
by building a boat, b,y just congregating at the Post Office or Roger's 
talking over old times or politics, or by merely reading the evening paper. 
There is one playground in the community. It covers an area of 
approximately 2 acres and is a part of the school grounds which are cen-
trally located in the village, and is used as both a school and community 
playground. The pla.y-ground is used for all athletic events and home games 
and is greatly used after school, summers and weekends b,y the youth of the 
town. The grounds have a regulation-size baseball diamond with a metal 
backstop given as a gift by the graduation class of 1949. The basketball 
court is in poor condition. It was built by the manual training class of 
the school with the help of the Veterans. The poles that hold the baskets 
need to te replaced. The high school boys have built a pole vaulting jump 
in the sand pile used by the younger children. This is used for track 
practice and by the Greenland school children. The sandpile for the 
children should be replaced by a sandbox in another location. The play-
ground equipment for the smaller children is meager and in poor condition. 
There is a metal frame which should have four swings. At the present two 
are broken and the other two should be checked. There is a metal frame 
for four seesaws. At present the seesaw boards are broken and need to be 
replaced. The pla.vground needs some new equipment added. The local 
Parent Teacher Organization is planning to add one or two new pieces and 
have the present equipment repaired. During school there is ·teacher 
supervision, but there is no supervision after school, weekends or during 
the summer. If some sort of arrangement could be made, even for part time 
supervision,it would help greatly the problem of outdoor recreation. 'l'he 
playground is used by approximately 300 people during the year, not count-
ing school baseball, softball and football games. The to-wn has a town 
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baseball team, the church has a boy's baseball team with some supervision, 
and in the past the Veterans had a ball team. 
There are two parks in the town; the 11 Commons11 and the Veteran's 
Mem:>rial Park. The 11 Commons 11 has a summer house located near the main 
highw~, route 151, which is used as a bus stop. Years ago a musical 
group in the tol«l held concerts there in the early evening. A Christmas 
tree is placed on the "Commons" at Christmas time by some organization, 
usually the Boy Scouts or the Veterans. The Veteran's Memorial Park has 
a band stand in the center where a few years ago concerts were held. This 
park has various World War II Artillery and two monuments in memory of 
World \'far I and II Veterans. The grounds are kept in fairly good condi-
tion, although the grass is not mowed at regular intervals. One hundred 
dollars is voted, on the average, at the annual town meeting, for main-
tenance of the parks and playground. 
There is no gymnasium in the community. This is a need that is 
sadly lacking; it would benefit all the people in the town, not only the 
athletes. Perhaps 20 years from now the wish may become a reality. At 
the present, the town, although it needs a gym, is not -ready for it. 
Some of the older folks do not see the need and are not ready to procure 
the funds needed to get a gym, equip it and see that it has adequate 
supervison. Perhaps at some later date one of the churches could be 
turned into a gymnasium. 
There are no what could really be called commercial recreations 
in the community. The Greenlander, an ice cream stand is open only 
summers. Cold Spring Farm, Ice Cream and snacks, is open only surrnners. 
Jackson' s~ a combination restaurant and soda bar is open the year round. 
U
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No intoxicating liquor is sold legally in the community. Dave r s Little 
Zoo, open the year round, has various wild animals to see and features 
burro rides. There are no dance halls, bowling alleys, billiard halls 
or theaters. The reason for this is that Greenland is not isolated enough. 
It is five miles from Portsmouth, a city of 20,000; nine miles from Exeter, 
a large sized town, and 10 miles from Dover, a ci ty the size of Portsmouth. 
~e nearest beach on the Atlantic is seven miles distant. Hampton Beach 
is 14 miles from Greenland, and Salisbury Beach is 16 miles away. York 
Beach, in Maine, is approximately 18 miles and Ogunquit, with its Summer 
Playhouse, is a few miles farther. Greenland does not have Commercial 
recreation in the confines of the town for two reasons: (1) It carmot 
compete with the larger, well-established recreation areas, (2) It is 
close enough to them so that it does not have to have any of its own for 
convenience. The people of the community are fortunate in being so close 
to these recreational areas. They are able, just by traveling a short 
distance, to indulge in practically any type of recreation or relaxation 
they desire and then return to the quiet and peaceful small-town way of 
life. 
TAXATION 
The extent to whim health, education, safety and welfare can be 
served by the government of a community depends largely upon the sources 
from which funds can be raised and the marmer in which they are allo-
cated and expended. 
The tax rate and budget must be matters of immediate concern in 
such a study as this since many desirable governmental activities will 
83 
have to go by default if money raised through taxation is inadequate or 
is wasted. 
In Greenland taxes are assessed b,y the selectmen. Following 
are the taxes collected: Auto excise tax, Poll tax, Real estate and 
Personal property taxes. One tax rate applies to all types of property, 
such as farm, residential and business. For 1948 the tax rate on the 
above was $3.50 per hundred. Real estate value is based on approximately 
two thirds of normal value. In 1947 there was a 66 per cent assessment, 
the valuation being assessed by the selectmen on the basis of personal 
examination of property; Lands and improvements not being assessed sepa-
rately. There is no time set for re-assessments. Undoubtedly the asses-
sors let it slide from year to year if they can, for re-assessing in-
volves a great deal of work. In the past several years however, the State 
Tax Commission has been investigating many cities and towns of the state, 
and it has found that assessment values were too low. Greenland was 
amongst this group, therefore, re-assessment has been made recently. The 
state Tax Commission must approve the tax rate set by a community. Taxes 
are assessed under the laws of the state, but they do not specify a ratio 
of values for tax purposes. The tax rate is determined by the amount of 
the budget in the individual town, and the amount of state aid the town 
may receive, such as state aid for education. 
In 1948 there were 279 tax p~ers on real estate, 323 poll tax 
pqers, and 306 personal property tax pa,yers. A total of $2,498.63 was 
collected as taxes from the state, including a railroad tax of $345.08, 
in 1948. There are no direct taxes paid to the state; a total of 
$3,090.40 was paid to the county, however. The total amount of all reve-
nue for 1948 was $31,649.61, and the total expenditures for the fiscal 
year were the saiiB. For the year ending December 31, 1948, the amount of 
$15,674.00 was appropriated for the school district. $3,503.10 was ap-
propriated for streets and highw~s and $57.00 for sanitation. 
Taxes paid by the six highest taxp~ers a.IOOunt to $3,580.80. 
Veterans are exempt $1,000.00 on property and they pay no poll tax. The 
Veteran's exemptions for 1948 amounted to $37,800.00. 
All church, educational and town property is exempt from taxation. 
The town property and value is as .. follows: 
Libraries, Lands and Bldgs ••••••••••••••••• $?,000.00 
Furniture & Equipment (L~brary)............. 500.00 
Fire Dept., Lands and Bldgs••••••••••••••••• 100.00 
Equipment (Fire Dept.) ••••••••••••••••••••• 100.00 
Schools, Land and Bldgs ••••••••••••••••••• 10,000.00 
Equipment (Schools) ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total ••••••••••••••• 
1,000.00 
18,700.00 
The town's churches are exempt from taxation but the value of 
the property has not been set up on the assessors books of the town. 
The a.nDunt of delinquent taxes in the town for 1948 was very 
small; Approximately $6oo.oo. 
Taxes may be paid on the installment plan. They must however, 
be paid by August to avoid a tax sale, and they are regarded as delin-
quent taxes if not paid by January first. 
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The following table shows the total revenue of 
Greenland, New Hampshire for the year 1948 
TABlE 12 
TYPE OF REVENUE Al-iOUNT 
FROM LOCAL TAXES I 
Property Taxes 17,6.38.48 
Poll Taxes 4.30.00 
Property Taxes - Previous Years .4,159.24 
Poll Taxes - Previous Years 176.85 
Tax Sales Redeemed 191 • .56 
FROM STATE 
Highways ani Bridges 
To~n Road Aid .322.00 
Class V Highw~ Maintenance .328.80 
Interest and Dividend Tax 1,177.02 
Railroad T~ .345.08 
Savings , bank Tax .317.18 
Reimbursement Forest lands 8.55 
FROM LOCAL SOURCES EXCEPT TAXES 
Dog Licenses 251.34 
Business Licenses & Permits 21.50 
Rent of town Property .31 • .35 
Registration of Motor Vehicles 1,733.59 
( ',•, I 
,J " 
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Total revenue of Greenland, New Hampshire' 
for the year 1948 (cont.) 
TABLE 12 (cont . ) 
I TYPE OF REVENUE AMOUNT 
TOTAL RECEIPI'S FROM ALL SOORCES $27,132.54 
CASH ON HAND JANUARY 1, 1948 4,517.07 
G.RAND Tar AL $31,649.61 
(ii 
Total Expenditures of Greenland, New Hampshire, 
for the fiscal year ending December 31, 1948. 
TABlE 13 
TYPE OF EXPENDITURES 
Town Officers' Salaries 
Town Officers' Expenses 
Election & Registration Expenses 
Expense Town Hall & other Bldgs. 
Police Department 
Fire Dept. & Forest Fires 
MOth Extermination & Blister 
Tom Clock 
Damage by Dogs 
Vital Statistics 
Town road Aid 
Town Maintenance 
Street Lighting & Sprinkling 
General Expenses Highw~ Dept. 
Libraries 
Old Age Assistance & Town Poor 
Cemeteries 
Town Dump 
Advertising & Regional Association 
Taxes Bought by Town 
Discounts, Abatements & Refunds 
AMOUNT 
$1,214.38 
382.52 
180.22 
37.82 
52.50 
42.30 
500.00 
18.00 
6.oo 
14.20 
110.92 
3,503.10 
319.55 
77.30 
450.00 
689.67 
180.00 
57.00 
55.80 
506.02 
49.72 
BB 
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Total Expenditures of Greenland, New Hampshire, 
for the fiscal year ending December 31, 1948 (cont.) 
TABLE 13 (cont . ) 
TYPE OF EXPENDITURES AllfOUNT 
Taxes Paid to Cwnty $3,090.40 
Town Hall 31.35 
Pqyments to School District 15,674.00 
Cash on hand December 31, 1948 4,406.84 
Grand Total $31,649.61 
~-~~ 
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Swnmary Inventory for the Town of Greenland, New Hampshire, 
! 
for the years 1945 - 1948 
TABlE 14 
No. 1945 No. 1946 No. 1947 No. 1948 
TYPE VAllJE VAlliE VALUE VALUE 
Lands & Buildings 498.050 583.800 546,825 567,150 
Utilities 37,326 38,296 43,358 49,075 
Growing Wood & Timber 2,150 2,450 1,850 1,750 
Wood & Lumber 360 3,450 18,100 900 
stock in Trade 3,513 4,164 6,868 9,400 
Horses 45 4,750 48 4,850 29 2,425 29 2,385 
Cows 340 21,940 334 24,750 373 28,659 373 33,585 
Sheep 41 303 39 312 40 280 40 480 
Hogs 18 360 17 340 500 
Asses & Ponies 3 125 50 
Fur bearing animals 6 60 13 130 13 130 
Fowls 1,120 995 1,275 1,057 2,150 1,600 2,150 2,260 
(.,0 
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Summar,y Inventor,r for the Town of Greenland, New Hampshire, 
for the years 1945 - 1948 (cont.) 
TABLE 14 (cont.) I 
No. 1945 No. 1946 No. 1947 No. 1948 
TYPE VALUE VALUE VALUE VALUE 
Goats 3 21.00 5 35.00 I 
Other Neat Stock 45 1, 875 43 2,060 49 2,050 49 3,250 
Gas Pumps & Tanks 3 350. 3 350. 605. 885.00 
Mills & Machinery 1 400. 2 2,200 1 1,500. 1 660. 
Boats & Launches 500. 
f.~ 
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TABLE ·15 
YEAR 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
TABlE 16 
YEAR 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
Tax Rates for Town of Greenland, New. Hampshire, 
For the Years 1939 - 1948 !~elusive 
AlvJ:OUNT (PER THOUSAND) 
$32.00 
28.00 
30.00 
29.00 
28.00 
27.00 
27.50 
25.50 
37.20 
35.00 
Taxes Paid to the Collllty Per Year, By the 
Town of Greenland,. New Hampshire, 1939 -
1948 Ine1usive 
r 
AMOUNT 
$2,100.00 
2,580.74 
2,896.26 
2,870.01 
2,778.97 
9? 
Taxes Paid to the County Per Year, By the 
Town of Greenland, New Hampshire, 1939 -
1948 Inclusive (cont.) 
TABLE 16 (cont . ) 
YEAR AMOUNT 
1944 2,080.45 
1945 2,120.12 
1946 2,050.15 
1947 2,636.51 
1948 3,090.40 
Poll Taxes Collected in Greenland, New 
Hampshire, Per Year 1939 - 1948 Inclusive 
TABLE 17 
YEAR AMOUNT 
1939 $648.00 
1940 686.00 
1941 738.00 
1942 710.00 
194.3 700.00 
1944 734.00 
1945 680.00 
1946 656.00 
1947 672.00 
1948 632.00 
() .'j 
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TABLE 
Property Taxes Collected in Greenland, New 
Hampshire, Per Year 1939 - 194S Inclusive 
lS 
YEAR AMOUNT 
1939 $16,142.04 
1940 14,3S3.20 
1941 15,277.53 
1942 15,019.02 
1943 14,65S.53 
1944 13,4S6.75 
1945 15,252.27 
1946 14,99S.69 
1947 23,217.S6 
194S 22,517.01 
Amounts Appropriated -Greenland School District 
B.r Town of Greenland, New Hampshire, Exclusive 
of state Aid, 1939 - 194S Inclusive. 
TABLE 19 
YEAR AMOUNT 
1939 $11,234.61 
1940 11,325.31 
1941 11,467.91 
1942 10,500.00 
1943 10,5S7.23 
., . 
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Amounts Appropriated Greenland School District 
By Town of Greenland, New Hampshire, Exclusive 
of State Aid, 1939 - 1948 Inclusive (cont.) 
TJlBLE lQ (cont.) 
YEAR AMOUNT 
1944 lO,Ql.!l. 49 
1945 9,474.31 
1946 13,566.64 
1947 14,208.15 
1948 15,674.00 
Total Town and School Appropriations, Greenland, 
New Hampshire, 1939 - 1948 Inclusive 
TABLE 20 
YEAR 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
AMOUNT 
$20,140.36 
20,409.61 
17,154.63 
18,634.97 
27,902.53 
26,907.30 
HOUSING 
According to a survey made in 1942 by the State Planning and 
Development Commission, there were in Greenland, 191 houses. Of these, 
126 were owner occupied, 52 were occupied by tenants, 5 were vacant, for 
sale or rent, and 8 were vacant, not for sale or rent. Of the 191 dwell-
ings, 118 were non farm and 73 were typed as rural farm dwellings. Sixty-
I nine of the owner occupied homes were rural non-farm dwellings, and 57 were 
regarded as rural farm. Forty-three of the tenant occupied dwellings were 
non farm and 9 rural farm. Three of the 5 vacant for sale or rent houses 
were non-farm and 2 rural farm; of the 8 vacant, not for sale or rent 3 
were non-farm and 5 rural farm. 
In a survey made by the writer in October 1948, there were in 
the town, 183 one-family dwellings, 15 two-family dwellings and 1 dwelling 
with three or more families. The total number of dwellings was 216, of 
which 33 were tenent occupied. 
According to the 1942 survey, there were 8 dwellings of which 3 
were non-farm and 5 farm, which had 1. 51 persons or more per room. The 
average monthly rent in 1942 was $28.67, and in 1948 it was just about the 
same. There were 9 dwellings in 1942 whi ch needed major repairs, 8 of 
which were non-farm and 1 rural farm. Seven rural-farm dwellings did not 
have electric lighting in 1942. In 1948 there were no dwellings ldthout 
1 
electric lighting. According to the 1942 fi@Ures, there were 65 dwellings 
in the connnunity regarded as farms. 
The tendency in the connnunity at the present time is towards 
ownership of homes. In 1942 there were 52 homes tenant occupied. In 1948 
there were 25 more dwellings in the community than in 1942, and the tenant 
dwellings had decreased to 33. Homes are continuously being built in the 
town, a trend which began during the war years and is still continuing. 
The trend at the present, in the nation as a whole seems to be a return 
to the country to live. This is a healthy sign for the small towns loc~-
ted near large cities, for there has been a steady decline in the past 50 
years in the population of rural areas. 
Several new-comers to the town were interviewed for this report 
to try to find out what the reasons were the.y had decided to reside in a 
rural community. The answers were varied, but in general they mentioned 
the following: 
1. Lower taxation 
2. Pleasanter surroundings 
3. Opportunity to rear children in the country 
4. Better environment for children 
5. Opportunity to raise a garden, keep a cow, maybe 
6. Better air, plenty of trees and grass 
7. Believe children get a more rounded education in a 
small school 
8. Friendli er n eighbors 
9. Able to live cheaper and still attain a high standard 
of living 
10. Cities are too congested. Good to get out in the 
country after working in the city all day. 
There is no housing shortage in town at the present. The short-
age leveled off in 1947. 
II 
II 
The valuations of improved and unimproved land exclusive 
of growing wood and timber in Greenland, New Hampshire, 
for 1947 according to the books kept by the selectmen 
are as follows: 
TABLE 21 
VALUATICN NUMBER 
Under $1,500.00 45 
$1,500.00- 2,00.00 23 
2,ooo.oo - 3,ooo.oo 67 
3,ooo.oo - 4,ooo.oo 44 
4,ooo.oo - 5,ooo.oo 9 
Over 5,000.00 11 
EDUCATION 
In this country, the schools have always been a concern of the 
II I local community. 
1 the Massachusetts Bay Colony when an ordinance was enacted in 1642 re-
The tradition was established in the very early days of 
quiring every settlement of fifty or more householders to provide in-
struction for its young. This set a pattern of local, public responsi-
bility for basic education. Although it has been greatly modified with the 
passing decades, it still remains a fundamental concept. 
The first reference to a school in Greenland dates back to the time 
when Greenland was still a part of Portsmouth. At a town meeting held in 
1702, it was voted that, "Five pounds yearly be given for the incoridgment 
1 
of a school in Greenland. 11 In 1705 Greenland voted to have a schoolmaster 
1 Hazlett, Op. cit., p.95. 
Qi-1 
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of its own and in 1706 a town meeting in Portsmouth passed a vote in re-
gards to the use of land to be taken fran the "commons" for school purposes 
1 
in Greenland. 
As t:te years went by the population increased, and this brought 
about a disagreement as to where the school should be located. To take 
care of this, school sessions were regularly shifted about, at times held 
at the "center" and at other times at 11 Bayside. 11 According to the Ports-
mouth town records, in 1767 it was voted to build a new schoolhouse 11By 
the Buring yeard, 11 ani a motion was made that the old building be sold 
and moved from the premises. In 1772 it was proposed to have two schools 
in the town; a reading and writing school in the southern part of the town 
and a grammar school in the center. The proposal was rejected. Evidently 
school was kept only two months in 1781 for according to the History of 
•2 
Rockingham County, Clement Weeks was paid the amount of twenty dollars 
for keeping school from November to January. In 1782 school was kept all 
year in the center of the town. Records of 1787 show that school was kept 
part time at the "center", moved to "Bccy-side 11 for a period of time, and 
then moved to the section of town leading to Hampton for the rest of the 
year. In 1793 a school house was built in the southern part of town. 
School districts do not seem to have been established until 1807, when it 
was voted to establish three such districts; the number reduced to two the 
3 
following year. 
1 Inventory of the Town Archives of New Hampshire, Op. cit., p.32. 
2 Hazlett, Qp. cit., p. 96. 
3 Town Meeting Books, Vol. 3, p. 124, (1850). 
Cf( i .-. 
In 1850 the Town Meeting Books show the election of three men as 
a 11 Superin tending School Committee" in accordance with the act passed in 
182? by the state legislature. In 1885, Greenland like other New Hampshire 
towns conformed with a state law of that year Which dissolved the school 
districts then in existence. With few exceptions, each town in New Hamp-
shire has since that time constituted of a single school district. 
in 1824. 
Brackett Academy was incorporated by an act of the legislature 
It's title-name was derived from its principal 
benefactor, George Brackett, Esq., whose family were 
among the earliest settlers on that beautiful and 
fertile tract of land in the town of Greenland bor-
dering the southeastern shore of the Great Bay, and 
known in the vicinity as ''Bayside." 1 
Mr. Brackett gave two thousand dollars for the purpose of "Building a 
literary institution for higher education of youth of the community." 
About two thousand more dollars were contributed b,y other citizens of the 
town. The benefactor terminated a description of his gift as follows: 
Though goodness without knowledge is weak and · 
feeble, yet knowledge without gpodness is dangerous, 
and both together form the noblest character and lay 
the surest foundation of usefulness of mankind. 2 
The Reverend Ephraim Abbott, minister of the Congregational 
Church of Greenland was the first principal. The preamble of the consti-
tution drafted b,y Reverend Abbott is a model of excellent English as well 
as a concise and expressive statement of the value and importance of a good 
education to every community. It reads as follows: 
1
1 1 Hazlett , Qp. cit., P• 431. 
2 HSll, Op. cit.,p. 431. 
' ) 
A serious consideration of the great design 
of the Parent of the universe in the creation of 
man, and of the improvements in knowledge · ani 
virtue of which the human mind is capable, and a 
full conviction that youth is the important period, 
on the improvement or neglect of which depend con-
sequences of the highest moment, both to individual 
and to the community, have determined me to appro-
priate in the following conveyance, a part of the 
substance wte re-wi th God has blessed me to the 
purpose of l~ing the foundation of an academy for 
the instruction of youth, not only in English and 
Latin Grammar, arithmetic and the sciences, but 
more especially to teach them the great ani real 
business of life.. 1 
It is told that he worked on the building when it was erected, 
with foreplane and broadax. Material and labor were contributed by the 
citizens of the town, and quite an imposing edifice was erected according 
to the architecture of those early days. Revererd Abbott resigned as 
principal ani president of the board of trustees in 1829. The funds be-
came exhausted during the next two years and the building was rented to 
any competent teacher who applied. In 1854 the building became a com-
bination school and town hall; In 1884 a high school was established in 
the building. The building was used until December 16, 1919 when it was 
burned. A new building was soon erected, a building used only for grades 
one to eight and as a town hall. Students from Greenland were sent to 
Portsmouth for their high school education. 
From all reports the building constructed was excellent. The 
re.port of the superintendent of schools in the town report of 1922 states 
in part: 
"••• •• The new building with its fine appoint-
ments for the comfort and work of the children is 
1 Hall, Op. cit., P• 431. 
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a credit to the town ani to those who planned and 
built it. It would be a credit to any town or city • . 
Its influence for good upon the children is already 
showing returns worth more than double its cost. 
Even the teachers 1 work better in rooms where there 
is proper equipment and where things are convenient 
for school work. Good lighting, gpod ventilation 
and a comfortable temperature in the school-room, 
to say nothing of cleanliness, all have their effect 
on the lives and work of the pupils. The pride they 
take in the school is reflected in their belief in 
themselves. It fosters ani:>ition. And develops a 
loyalty to the school that will later be of untold 
benefit to the community in which they live. 'Iheir 
success in their daily lessons is greater than it 
could possibly be in poor quarters even with the 
same books and teachers." 
In 1923 the new, beautiful school building built only several 
years previous, burned down. This was a great shock to the community, 
for the building was not even completely paid for. However, with the 
staunch determination of their forefathers, the townspeople once again 
commenced to rebuild their school on the foundation of the previous one. 
In the Town Meeting Books of 1924, Mr. McCoy, Superintendent of Schools, 
in his report to the School board wrote the following in regards to the 
school: 
"The school building at Greenland was more than 
a local schoolhouse. It was known throughout the state 
for its beauty and for its interior arrangement which 
was almost ideal. I believe the Commissioner of Edu-
cation has used the picture of the Greenland building 
in a lecture on Education in New Hampshire and in edu-
cational exhibits in this end other states. So that 
the news of its destruction by fire has created a 
feeling of sympathy that has spread far beyond the 
limits of the town. New Hanp mire educators were 
proud of the Greenland schoolhouse and will rejoice to 
see it restored." 
"Few school buildings have been used so widely 
for comnnmi ty purposes. The schoolhouse was the centre 
of most of the social and civic gatherings of the 
l ("1 [ 
!· 
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people of Greenland." 
11 I ha.ve not seen the children of Greenland, as 
you perhaps have seen them, stand gazing into the ruins 
of their schoolhouse with the hope in their hearts that 
it will sometime be rebuilt much as it was before. 
With the grading all done, with drains and cesspools 
ready for use, and with the possibility of using most 
of the foundation and walls now standing, I believe the 
best thing to do is to restore the building as it was 
with such changes as experience has shown to be neces-
sary or ad vi sable." 
11I believe that the restoration of the build-
ing and the maintenance of a good school will do more 
than anything else to keep all available houses in 
Greenland occupied, to maintain the present value of 
property and to retain the present high standard of 
citizenry represented in Greenland. 11 
Construction of the new building was begun immediately and a 
year later the Superintendent in his report to the school board stated 
in part: 
"Few of us thought the beautiful school· build-
ing erected about five years ago needed to be im-
proved or could be improved. Yet it must be said 
that the changes made by the efficient building com-
mittee in the beautiful building that we all enjoy so 
much have brought about many improvements. The heat-
ing of the building and tre . basement rooms as well as 
the large assembly room are far better, I believe 
than they were before. The interior decoration is 
especially commended for we all feel that the build-
ing has been beautified on the inside as well as on 
the outside. For the fine work that has been done 
I feel the community owes a special debt to the 
members of the building committee including the 
school board ••••• " 
Following is the School Warrant for 1948: 
SCHOOL WARRANT 
To the inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Green-
land qualified to vat. e in district affairs: 
You are hereby notified to meet at the Central School in said 
district on the ninth day of March, 1948, immediately following Town Meet-
ing to act upon the following subjects: 
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year. 
2. To choose a clerk for the ensuing year. 
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing 
three years~ 
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year. 
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School 
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation 
of any other officers or agents of the District. 
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or 
officers heretofore chosen, and pass any vote relating 
thereto. 
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation 
to any subject embraced in this warrant. 
8. To swe if the District will vote to make any altera-
tion in the amount of money required to be assessed 
for the coming year for the support of public schools 
and the :r:ayment of the statutory obligations of the 
District, as determined by the School Board in its 
annual report. 
9. Upon petition of Jarib M. Sanderson, et al; To see 
what action the District will take to prohibit the 
Selectmen of the. Town of Greenland from interfering 
with the affairs of the School District relative to 
the Supervision and control over the Greenland 
School Building or any part of said Building. 
Given under our hands at said Greenland this 
25 day of Februar,y 1948. 
Willard R. Page, 
Christopher W. Hartford, 
Margaret s. Sweetser, Chair. 
A true copy of Warrant -- Attest: 
The school budget submitted by the school board each year has 
alweys been slightly larger than the amow1t actually made available by 
I , . 
the community. The cut of the budget on the average is ten per cent. 
The per eapita is $145.00 and the proportion of total public expenses 
spent on schools is 68 per cent. Compared with other communities this 
proportion spEnt fer school is very high. The proportion of expenses of 
public school income has increased approximately 12 thousand dollars in 
the past ten years. Following is a chart showing expense of public edu-
cation in the community for the past five years. 
Expenses of Public Education 
TABlE 22 
YEAR AMOUNT 
1948 $23,104.25 
1947 17,831.64 
1946 17,724.12 
1945 12,700.92 
1944 12,698.76 
The money is derived by taxation of real estate, stat e aid and 
dog taxes, and trust funds. 
The following charts show how the amounts set aside for public 
education were utilized in the past five years. 
~reenland, New Hampshire, Expenses of Teachers' 
Salaries 
TABLE 23 
YEAR TEACHERS' SALARIES 
1948 
,, 
l 
I! 
Greenland, New Hampshire, Expenses of Teachersr 
Salaries (cont.) 
TABLE 23 (cont,) 
YEAR 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1944 
TEACHERS 1 SALARIES 
6,751.00 
. 6,094.00 
5,743.00 
5,593.00 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Expenses of Instruction 
TABLE 24 
YEAR EXPENSES OF INSTRUCTION 
194S $6,897.12 
1947 5,9S9.19 
1946 4,599.19 
1945 4,445.00 
1944 4,245.00 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Expenses of Administration 
TABLE 25 
YEAR 
194S 
1947 
1946 
ADMINISTRATION 
$715.50 
9S7.71 
S76.41 
1- .... . ~-· 'Jl 
.-· 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Expenses of Administration 
(cont.) 
T ABIE 25 (cont.,) 
YEAR 
1945 
1944 
ADMINISTRATION 
579.00 
644.00 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Expenses of Transportation 
TABLE 26 
YEAR 
1948 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1944 
TRANSPORTATION 
$1,400.00 
1,200.00 
1,200.00 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Textbook Expenses 
TABLE 27 
YEAR TEXTBOOKS 
1948 $174.ll 
1947 97.68 
1946 184.81 
1945 250.00 
1944 250.00 
------
1 ! ~~ 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Expenses of the Building 
TABLE 28 
YEAR 
1948 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1944 
TABLE 29 
YEAR 
1948 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1944 
BUILDING 
$4,737.55 
2,942.14 
3,482.46 
2.ooo;;oo 
1,839.51 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Supplies 
SUPPLIES 
$449.55 
328.34 
259.66 
225.00 
225.00 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Medical Expenses 
TABLE 30 
YEAR 
1948 
1947 
MEDICAL 
$249.00 
231.00 
/ '.) 
Greenland, New Hampshire - Medical Expenses (cont.) 
TABLE 30 (cont .) 
YEAR 
1946 
1945 
1944 
MEDICAL 
180.31 
175.00 
175.00 
The following chart made from information in a letter issued ey 
the New HampS'lire State Board of Education shows per pupil cost in various 
New Hampshire towns in the same area as Greenland and of approximately the 
same size. 
Per Pupil Cost of Public Elementary Schools in 
Various New Hampshire Towns - 1945 - 46 
TABlE 31 
NUMBER OF · PER PUPIL 
TOWN PUPILS COST 
ENROLLED 
Greenland 103 $125.99 
NeWington 70 106.90 
Stratham 82 115.95 
Ne•vfields 54 1.33.85 
New Hampton 94 140.42 
R;.re 257 11.3.36 
New Castle 43 156.?6 
North Hampton 1.32 140.26 
Rollinsford 150 lll.93 
---
* 
* 
* 
* 
The average cost in the starred districts does not include the 
cost of Elementary School tuitions paid for children of the district who 
are not included in the average elementary school membership. 
The cost shown in the preceding chart per pupil cost is an aver-
age. This average is made up of two amounts, the cost of elementary school 
items over the average elementary school membership plus the cost of ad-
ministration, fixed charges and per capita tax spread over the entire ave~ 
age membership high and elementary. 
The average per pupil cost for the state of New Hampshire for 
the year 1945-46 was 109.11. The median is 121.14. 
The following chart was made from information in a letter 
issued by the State Commissioner of Education, February 11, 1949 to the 
Superintendents of the State of New Hampshire. 
TABLE 32 
NE.iv HAMPSHIRE 
ESTIMATES OF PER PUPIL COSTS 
1947 - 4S 
EXPENDITURES 
AVERAGE 
PER PUPIL COST 
Elementary $155.16 
High School 221.41 
Total Elementary & High School 1?2.26 
Building & Equipment $.20 
Debt Service 9.94 
Total Costs 190.49 
Transportation per pupil transported 45.79 
1 -;, ~ . ' 
-- .. 
I .. -, 
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The following figures show the cost per pupil for elementary 
and secondary pupils in New Hampshire Public Schools for 1944 - 48. 
TABLE 33 1947-48 
1946-47 
1945-46 
1944-45 
............................... 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
............................... 
$180.00 (Estimated) 
150.00 
130.00 
120.00 
I 
,, 
1 l .. 
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Summary of District Receipts 
(Select New Hampshire Towns) 
TABLE 34 
- For the year ending 30 June 1946 -
State Federal Local Sources Receipts Cash on Grand 
Aid Taxation Taxation other All hand Total 
Districts than Sources July 1, 
Taxation 1945 
Greenland $3,?33.57 9,106.74 248.90 13,089.21 4,158.43 17,247.64 
Newington 1,391.70 6,?08.37 2,495.60 10,595.67 617.32 11,212.99 
Stratham 2,020.70 9,000.00 11,515.38 2,033.30 13,548.68 
Newfields 974.03 5,875.00 197.84 7,046.87 715.77 7,762.64 
New Hampton 17,524.00 17,524.00 2,602.84 20,126.84 
Bye 37,500.00 4?2.16 37,972.16 969.05 38,941.21 
New Castle 6,830.40 6,830.40 3,234.41 10.064.81 
North Hampton 16,072.00 426.84 16,498.84 2,9?0.13 19.468.97 
Rollinsford 1,026.27 23,61?.09 326.63 24,969.99 3,030.75 28,000.74 
-
-
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Sumn~ry of District Payments 
(Select New Hampshire Towns) 
!TABlE 35 
- For the year ending 30 June 1946 -
I 
Adminis- Instruct- .Opera- Auxil- Fixed C~pital J(ayments 
tration ion tion of iary charges outlay for all 
.Districts school Activi- Purposes 
plant ties 
Greenland 876.42 6,558.32 2,277.46 5,758.03 575.00 630.00 16,675.22 
., 
Newington 535.77 4,702.76 1,725.64 2,717.70 8.80 1,310.28 11,212.65 
Stratham 661.·97 3,968.94 927.63 6,960.23 10.48 12,529.25 . 
Newfields 418.98 2,587.65 875.51 3,356.40 96j 97 7,338.51 
" 
New Hampton 767.27 9,028.81 1,368.85 5,545.56 911.99 14,622.48 
Rye 1,621.67 15,871.15 3,785!60 9,379 ~ 60 355.91 2,007,_.26 36,934.94 
) 
New Cast le 433.09 3,133.09 571.76 3,882.32 5.86 71.66 8,097.78 
North Hampton 960. 82 7,216.67 . 2,426.77 7,408.42 321.21 376.61 18.710.50 
'. . . 
Rollinsford 1,251.00 8,342.62 3,564.43 10,154.16 783.01 3.00 26,675.72 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Summar,y of District Receipts 
I (Select New Hampshire Towns) 
- For the year ending 30 June 1948 -
TABLE 36 
State federal Local Sources Receipts Cash on .Grand 
Aid Aid Taxation other all Hand Total 
Districts than Sources July 1, 
taxation 1947 
I 
'I 
/ 
Greenland 9,586.82 13,539.00 664.50 23,790.12 34.88 23,825.00 
Newington 3,649.39 56.36 9,915.51 955.48 14,576.74 5.48 14,5S2.22 
Stratham 5,517.51 86.07 12,372.29 615.80 18,591.67 1,193.45 19,785.12 
l~ewfields 4,611.37 64.54 ,9,577.50 251.99 14,505.40 .• 59 14,505.99 
New Hampton 3,772.~34 20,242.85 218.00 24,233.19 3,211.01 .27,444.20 
R;ye 5,525.23 245.14 41,200.00 190.15 47,160.52 632.13 .47,792.65 
New Castle 920.64 11,646.00 84.73 12,651.37 614.93 13,266.30 
North Hampton 2,071.44 193.40 25,000.00 3,769.77 31,034.61 542.05 31,576.66 
I Rollinsford 11,234.71 663.10 21,735.28 88.19 33,721.28 4,211.11 37,932.39 
i! I 
II 
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SUmmary of District Payments 
~Select New Hampshire Towns) 
- For the year ending 30 June 194$ -
TABLE 37 
~dminis- Instruct- Opera- Auxil- Fixed Capital P~ents 
tration ion tion of \ charges outlccy- · for all J.ary 
Districts school Activities Purposes 
plant 
I 
I Greenlarxi 886.20 9,685.75 2,639.00 7,851.46 11.29 2,030.55 23,104.25 
Newington 713.41 6,467.08 2,428.89 4,066.57 89.98 61.50 14,577.43 
stratham 870.01 6,318.83 1,578.44 9,869.14 135.00 801.59 19,573.01 
Newfields 589.55 3,963.64 1,553.92 5,402.25 203.48 2,397.15 14,109.99 1 
New Hampton 1,089.81 10,880.56 1,422.17 .8,560.03 190.02 263.94 22,406.53 
I Rye 1,942.16 21,307.56 4,795.13 ·13,107.80 928.98 836.37 46,576.75 
. . 
New Castle 350.88 ·4,017.60 804.29 ·5,121.00 163.00 247.72 10,704.49 
North Hampton 1,162.30 8, 025.96 5,479.72 10,538.44 596.10 3,454.64 30,494.16 
I Rollinsford 1,614.11 12,103.18 4,925.77 10,602.79 1,378.23 1,234.51 34,326.09 
-
I 
From: The Seventy-third Report of the state Board of Education, Public Education in New Hampshire. 
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In compiling information for this report, many people in the co~ 
munity were asked for all types of information. To get the "low-down" and 
perhaps a humorous slant, on the school meeting of 1948, the 110ld Timer" 
was again requested to tell what he remembered of the meeting. Here is 
what he said: 
11Wal I'll tell yer young feller, school meetens is 
funny things. They'll go long fer five er six years 
without no excitement, usually they run erlong in bout 
twenty minutes after town meeten. Then the folks gits 
tired an wants the.': school board ter dew suthin, an the 
school board' s been runnin' the things ser long they 
think they know bettern' just plain folks. Sombuddy · 
nominates a new member, and the fun begins. 
The meeten' tew years ago waz right smart 1n ex-
citin'. Couple uv the ole timers almost came ter blows, 
sames they useter. But the women folks calmed em down. 
Last year's meetent (1948) wuz suthin like them 
fire crackers we useter git from Chiny when we wuz kids• 
Yeud lite 'em but they'd spit an' fizzle an smoke a lot, 
then when they went off yew wuz allus disappointed 
cause there wasnt no bang ter speak uv. 
Seems like a bunch 'er new ones had pushed the ole 
timers off the school board the year before. They wuz 
still green, an did suthin' a little mite wrong. I 
don't just~collect what, but callate they moved the 
warrant a couple uv inches ter right or left after twuz 
posted, er suthin' like that. Waal ennyway, the ole 
timers waz goin ter let the innocents carry on the hull 
meet en, an then jump up and say the whole thing wuz un-
constitootionul. Seems as tho someone bragged ter one 
person too many, an the board got wind uv the plan. 
They called the 'turney genril t s office. He told em 
twas all right, an so that died out • 
There might er been a little excitement over 
buyin a school bus, but i t seems as zo some folks had 
blamed the moderator fer lettin' the last years fire-
works go on so fur. So, soon's anyone opened his mouth 
a bit, he upped his gavel and banged it down on the 
desk, at the same time yellin', 11Yere out uv order Mr. 
Jonesl 11 
Then the state board of eddication send down a 
couple uv them long winded, twisty-\-torded motions, 'til 
most folks didn't know whut the.y wuz voten fer 'til the 
meeten wuz all over. 
II 
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No, I wouldn 1 t call last year r s meet en right excitin' • 
But I hear tell as how some er the folks is downright mad 
at the way the school munny' s bein spent. Some says as how 
sum ur them teachers is get ten fifty dollars er week. 
That 1 s most as much as a good man gits cutten' wood all day, 
an I don't think folks 1ll stan it. So yew kin look fer some 
excitement next meeten. 11 
The "Little red school houses" of Greenland serving children with-
in walking distance have given way to the stone and concrete central school, 
fed by buses rolling over modern roads. The boundaries of governing school 
districts have been expanded. 'Where there were three districts in Green-
land at one time, there is only one at present. This has not upset the 
concept of community responsibility; it has bound the community closer to-
gether. The passing years have brought increasing activity in local school 
affairs bY: the central school authority, the state Board of Education, This · 
too, has not upset the concept of community responsibility. In every com-
munity ttere is and has been a continuous struggle to limit the authority 
of the state; There are many, in Greenland as elsewhere, who are "die 
bards", who are death against having the state tell them what they are going 
to do. This attitude is not new; it stems from the early days when each 
little community was a government in itself with no infringement from an 
outside group. As our nation grew and ::became mature, the state naturally 
took over some of the duties previously carried on by the individual set-
tlements. State government has not been confined to education alone; a 
glance at roads, police, and public welfare shows that the schools are 
rrerely sharing in a broad social movement. In most states participation 
by tre state government has been most important in the area of financial 
support. In education the development has been far from uniform. In 
II 
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Delaware o7 per cent of the public school revenues come from the state; in 1 
'
'! d. I
J New Mexico, 85 per cent. Nebraska has only 4 per cent of its school re- I 
I I 
1
: venue from state sources. Massachusetts, 10 per cent. In eleven states I 
I I 
/ more than 60 per cent of public school revenues come from state sources, 
I while in 12 it is less than 20 per cent. 
The financial structure of the public school system of New 
Hampshire leaves much greater primary responsibility for raising school 
funds upon the local community than in the average state. The funds for 
1 current costs for the 1947-48 school year were derived approximately 17.3 
' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
per cent from the state, 2.7 per cent from the federal government, and 00 
per cent from local school districts. In the 1946-47 school year the state 
II 
gave 4.2 per cent of the New Hampshire school dollar, 1.7 per cent from the 
! federal government, and 94.1 per cent from local appropriations. These 
amounts were expended for schools by local school boards, under the gen-
eral supervision of the State Board of Education as required by law. New 
Hampshire is one of the few states where the local school boards do not 
have complete freedom to conduct the management of its schools. In all 
except nine city districts, local school boards in New Hampshire are 
elected and the school budget approved at the annual school district 
I meetings of all the voters. A warrant has to be posted and a school dis-
I trict budget must be presented before the voters raise and appropriate 
I 
I school monies. 
I 
I
! Meeting. 
This is the educational version of the New England Town 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Underlying conditions have led to state aid for local schools. 
I, I Since communities have not been equally able to support schools, the state 
JL il 
has stel ped in to equalize the burden of support. Not all communities 
spend mpney available for education >'Jith equal astuteness. The state 
tre refo!re, has had to step in with regulations designed to improve the 
qua..}.ity of education plus the indirect approach through financial as-
sistance. 
The New Hampshire General Court of 1947 increased state aid 
to New Hampshire school districts from $400,000 annually to $2,000.00 for 
each y t of the 1947-49 biennium. The increased funds were made available 
to loca1 school districts with no more restrictions than those which govern 
expend~ures of locally raised school funds, except that capital outl~s 
from sJate funds were restricted for one year. The statute also allowed 
school districts to apply the state funds to local school tax: reduction 
for the fiscal year 1947-48 only, because some districts had raised ade-
quate sums for schools from local tax: sources before the new l~w was passed. 
The new law required all school districts eligible for state 
aid duJing the . l947-48 school ye~r to hold special school district meetings 
between Ju~ 1, 1947 and July 15, 1947, in order to appropriate the addi-
tionalj state funds receivable in December, 1947. The statute provides for 
the di tribution of state funds on the basis of both equalization aid and 
gener j aid. In determining the amount of equalization aid to be paid to 
each dJ strict, the statutory formula measures the educational need of each 
distri dt. $1800 was given for each approved one-room rural school, plus 
$75 fof each elementary pupil in average da~ D'.embership in other than 
approved one-room schools, plus $100 for each high school student in aver-
age dal ly memb~rship. Balanced against this educational need, the finan-
cial a~ility of each district is defined as the amount which would be 
] ,. ; ' 
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priation is distributed to the schools as general aid. 
years 1947-48 and 1948-49~ approximately $880.000 will 
a per bupil basis, with three-fourths as much for each 
During the school 
be distributed on 
elementary pupil 
as for each high school student. The funds available in 1947-48 an:i 1948-
49 allow annual payments of $12.~33 per elementary pupil in average daily 
attendlance and $16.44 per higtl school stude~t in average daily attendance. 
[ 
The following table shows the comparison of state aid and local 
approp ations for the years 1946-47 ani 1947-48 for various New Hampshire II 
towrs. 
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'COMPARISON OF STATE AID AND LOCAL APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR 1946-48 FOR VARIOUS NEW HA}lPSHIRE TO'VJNS 
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CONP ARISON OF STATE AID AND LOCAL APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR 1946-48 FOR VARIOUS NEW HAM~SHIRE TOWNS (cont.) 
TABLE 3$ (cont. ) 
.DISTRibT 
State Local State Local 
Aid Approp. Aid Approp. 
1946-47 1946-47 1947-48 1947-48 
Rye 
-
37,972.16 5,525.23 41,635.29 
New carl• 6,830.40 920.64 11,730.73 
North . ampton 16,498.84 2,071.44 28,963.17 
Rollin1ford 1,026.27 23,943.72 11,234.71 22,486.57 
I 
.Among the 239 school districts in New Hampshire, only 37 appro-
priated less local funds for schools in 1947-48 than in 1946-47. For 
these 37 districts the average increase in state aid from 1946-47 to 1947-
1 . . 
48 was $6,074.67, while the average decrease in the local appropriations 
. I 
was $1,266.42. 
During the 1938-39 to 1946-47 period in New Hampshire, average 
weekly wages in manufacturing industries increased 103 per cent, cash in-
come frl m farm marketing 122 per cent and the average per capita income of 
the pop~ation 91%. 
l Cornmunities in New Hampshire are able to decide the nature, amount and qu ty of schooling which shall be provtded in their public schools 
through their local school board and the superintend€l'lt. The local school 
board 
•••• . S'lall, upon the recommendation of the superintendent 
of schools and in accordance with the regulations of the 
State Board, determine the subjects of instruction for 
each of the several grades and the school time to be devoted 
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to each subject. 
The same manual states, 
He (the superintendent) shall salect an:i purchase 
textbooks and all other scholastic apparatus and 
supplies in accordance with the regulations of the 
school board and the State Board and see that the 
same are suitably distributed to the schools, accu-
rately .accounted for and economically used. 2 
Legal impositions by the state are few and relate chiefly to the 3 r•s, 
citizenship and health for the elementary schools. The superintendent 
and local school board therefore determine very largely the course of 
study, the textbooks and the methods of procedure. 
The elementary schools of several generations ago were con-
cerned, generally speaking, with the fundamentals - the three r 1 s. In 
the early days the curriculums consisted of just these subjects, with the 
level of attainment not very high. This type of curriculum was satisfac-
tory in those earlier years. As the years progressed, hmvever, and civi-
lization became rore complex, it became evident that the three r' s were 
not the only fundamentals. In spite of the cry about "frills and fads", 
new materials have been added to the elementary curriculum. The course of 
study for the elementary schools of this country has been in evolution 
since colonial days. 
The following excerpts, taken from the pamphlet Lay-Professional 
3 
Council Report to the People of New Hampshire, are a far cry from the 
1 Edgar Fuller, Commissioner of Education, editor, Public Education in New 
Hampshire, p. 95, 1948. 
2 Ibid., p. 96, 1948. 
3 Lay-Professional Council Report to the People of New Hampshire, New 
Hampshire Lay-Professional Councils on Education, Concord, New Hampshire, · 
July, 1947. 
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demands of the people in the early days of public education. The laymen, 
the general public, know what they want for their children today, and 
should do their utmost to see that they get it. 
"•· .The school has three responsibilities for building 
good health in children; To provide services to produce 
and maintain good health, to operate school facilities 
which will promote good health among the pupils and to 
provide i nstruction in the maintenance of health. 
Mental health of children is highly important. It is 
the right of every child to be happy and every child 
should have: 
1. A teacher who understands children, guides them 
effectively. 
2. A teacher who has the cooperation of the home. 
3. A teacher who helps children through work and 
play to find friends, especially among other 
children. 
4. A teacher who provides experiences for children 
which will deepen emotional life and give 
greater stability. 
5. 11.. teacher l'iho helps each child understand him-
self and fill a useful place in a group. 
All children should receive guidance in social develop-
ment, especially as it affects individual happiness and 
deno cr atic efficiency. 
All children should have an opportunity to learn how to: 
1. Play independently and in cooperation with others. 
2. Work independently and in cooperation with others. 
3. Take responsibility for making and carrying out 
plans independently and in cooperation with others. 
There is an increasing importance of intellectual skills 
and understandings. Schools should set up programs to help 
every child in the state reach his maximum ability in the 
tool skills and in lines of individual aptitude. 
Every child is entitled throughout school experience to 
teachers who are personable, intelligent, healthy, in-
terested, and trained in child guidance and the tech- -
niques of teaching, and who can bring to him guidance, 
inspiration and knowledge which exceeds that of the 
textbook." 
The above demands were for every school child. For elementary 
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education the following information was set forth: 
"Elementary schools have fundamental functions to 
perform in meeting the common and individual needs 
of children. 
1. The early years are the foundation of adult life. 
2. The purpose of elementary education is to help 
every child in the state to develop physically, 
socially, and mentally into increasing competence 
and stability. 
3. The common needs of all children should be met. 
The elementary school should include all children of ele-
mentary school age no matter where they live. 
Curriculums should be flexible so that adaptation can be 
made to the needs of the locality and to the individual,. 
The curriculum should emphasize the development of: The 
basic skills of reading, writing, and arithmetic, and 
the ability to use them. The equally important skills 
of clear thinking and cooper~tion and the ability to 
use them. In addition it should provide for increasing 
competence in the use of the English language, ex-
perience in music, fine and manual arts, and physical 
education, increasing understanding of social life in 
America and other parts of the world, increasing under-
standing or health and safety, conservation and natural ' 
and physical science. The curriculum should change to 
keep pace with changing conditions in the world. 
Methods should be individualized. Each child should 
progress in accordance to his ability and interest. 
Learning aids such as still and moving pictures, re-
cords, trips and interviews should be increased 
wherever they will enrich experience. Subjects may 
be integrated or taught separately; they should be 
related wherever possible. Methods should progress 
with changing knowledge of children and of the needs 
of society .n 
The above material from the L~-Professional Council Report 
was presented to show what the general public wants tod~ for its children 
from the schools. The above report should be compared with the following 
table to see what changes have been brought about in the elementary 
I ., 
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curriculum from the days of colonist. 
I
I Greenland Junior High School, oonsisting of the seventh and eighth grades, 
I is indeed a fine structure. It was regarded for many years as the model I 
The building, in use tod~ to house the first six grades and the 
elemen~ary school of New Hampshire, and its structure has been copied in 
many parts of the state. There are few towns of this size who can boast 
a school plant such as Greenland's. The building is a one-story structure J 
I 
II 
I 
made of field stone, lumber and concrete, approximately 110' feet long 
and 50' feet wide. Each room has two exits to the corridors and the 
first and second grade room and the seventh and eighth grade room also 
have an exit directly out-of-doors. There are seven exits from the corri-
dors leading directly outside. The assembly hall is 47' by 27 1 feet 
and will seat se veraJ.. hundred people. It has a fairly good-sized stage 
at one end. A stair from the assembly hall leads to the basement rooms. 
These rooms, while perhaps a bit dark, are well decorated and finished 
like the upstairs rooms. The kitchen, used by the home economics girls, 
for the preparation of hot lunches and by the various organizations that 
meet at the school, is a large room with plenty of space for kitchen 
activities. This room has a bulkhead exit. The school lunchroom is 
equipped with two, long, permanently built tables running the length of 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
the room, plus two wall tables. These tables should be covered with some I 
material, preferably inlaid linoleum. At the extreme end of the lunch 
room is the manual arts section with two long work benches. A door leads 
1! to a storeroom and lumber room. 
It 
Under the stair is a closet used as a 
II tool crib. The kitchen is equipped with an electric range used by the 
I 
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home economics girls and for hot lunches. There is also a wood range used 
by organizations who meet at the school. There also is an electric re- ! 
frigerator, a kitchen -work bench, various built in cupboards and storage 
1
1 
'I closets and all types and kinds of equipment used by the various groups 
making use of the room. 
All the basement rooms have painted cement floors. This is an 
advantage ani a disadvantage. The cement floor is excellent for wear and 
for areas used for indoor pla;r areas and for purposes .of cleanliness, but 
it is hard on the feet, especially for the hot lunch workers who have to 1! 
stand on the hard surface most of the da;r. A rubber mat or covering should I 
be placed in the kitchen area to overcome this. 
I 
The downstairs rooms have a fault which should be remedied. During 11 
,, 
I 
spring thaws, water seeps through the walls and through the bulkhead on 
t he western side of the building. This condition is detrimental to the 
life expectancy of the building for the seepage of water is slowly deteri-
orating the cement walls, floor, window frames and sashes. This condit ion . 
could be done av~ay with by resurfacing the immediate area around the build- I 
II 
i 
ing with macadam or some other paving material. 
There are two rest rooms, both on the main floor, one for the boys I 
and one for the girls, at each end of the building. Each room has a white I 
sink with a liquid soap dispenser. The toilet facilities are adequate, I 
consisting of nodern flush toilets. The rest rooms are well kept, cleaned 
daily by the janitor and painted yearly. The building lacks a t eacher's 
rest room; a room which could be used as quart ers for the school nurse and 
for medical inspections. This is an impossibility however, for there is 
J '.' r 
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no space available for such a room. At present a small ante-room to the 
left of the stage is used by the upper-grade girls as a noon-hour club 
• ~<-
room and by the school nurse for health inspections. 
There is no central library in the school; the principal reason 
being there is no space available for such a feature. Each room has a 
built-in cupboard for text books and a small library is maintained in each 
room. The State library suppliea the school with books, the bookmobile 
visiting periodically. 
Rooms are equipped with non-movable desks and chairs fastened to 
the floor. The chair of one desk is part of the frame for the desk be-
hind it. This is a disadvantage for desks cannot be moved to make room 
for activities which need floor space nor is it possible to rearr~ge the 
furniture to have small group discussions or group acticities. The lower 
grades have small individual. chairs which are used for reading circles. 
The rooms have plenty of blackboard and bulletin board space. The black-
boards are of inferior quality, made of plywood painted black. The bulle-
tin boards are made of the same material, covered with burlap cloth. The 
rooms need new blackboards of slate and bulletin boards of soft porous 
material. The artificial lighting while adequate, could be improved. 
There are four globe-encircled electric lights which hang from the ceiling. 
Flourescent lights w-ould greatly improve the lighting of the rooms. The 
rooms have a high wainscott, walnut stained with a high varnish gloss, 
reminiscent of schools of the past. The natural light is excellent for a 
school 25 years old. The windows, in each room, take up the \'rhole side 
of a wall, beginning approvimately three feet from the floor, and extend-
j 
ing almost to the ceiling. There is no wall space between the windows. 
Each room has radiators located under the windows. The building is heated 
from a central heating plant in the basement, a boiler fed automatically 
with fuel oil. 
Adjacent to the seventh and eighth grade room is a small room 
used as the principal's office. This has built-in supplydosets. The 
first and second grade room has a similar ante-room used as a cloak room. 
A storage cupboard should be built in this room to keep supplies for the 
lov.er grades. 
There are no laboratory facilities for science classes. None are 
needed for the lower grades for the science taught is very elementary. A 
gas outlet for Bunsen burners could be used in the seventh and eighth 
grade room. At present alcohol lamps are used for experiments. There 
is a closet in the room used for science equipment. 
The school has two drinking fountains; bubbler type, one at each 
end of the building near the rest rooms. The two fountains are adequate, 
but should be replaced. The fountains, especially at the boy's end, leak 
an:i are often out of order. 'I'he water pressure is very low and therefore 
difficult for it to rise arrl bubble. This makes it unsanitary. The new 
fountains, when installed, should be refrigerated. At present the water 
is luke-warm for connecting pipes run over warm areas in the building. 
The Greenland school is one of the safest school buildings in the 
area. Perhaps, because the previous building burned, extra precautions 
were taken to make it really safe. Each room has two exits and some 
three; there are seven exits leading out-of-doors on the main floor. All 
--=-·-=- --·=-~-~~~= 
I, 
I ·- \ ~ 
-==--=--=- --=--"'- -=--==-=- -----==-=-- =====-= -=-=-===- ----- -~====' '==="--' ===n==== 
doors open outward and the halls are clear of i mpediments. In case of a 
fire during school time, the building can be emptied in one minute. Fire 
drills are held at least once a month from various parts of the school, 
such as from the assembly hall, from the lunchroom or from the classrooms. 
There are five fire extinguishers in various parts of the building. The 
upper grade boys have been trained to man the extinguishers in case of a 
fire. There is no fire 5Cape for there is no second story to the building. 
There is sufficient space available for indoor plqy. The wood-
working area, lunch room and assembly hall are pla;r areas. Each room has 
various games and pieces of equipment for indoor play on rainy or stormy 
days. 
Unlike many city schools with limited outdoor play quarters, the 
Greenland school has five acres of land for outdoor recreation and organ-
ized play. This area includes a baseball diamond, an outdoor basketball 
court, a play ground area for young children comprising of four swings 
made of metal and two teeter boards in need of repair. There is also a 
sand pile. 'The basket-ball backboards are in- bad condition and need re-
placing. The school has eight all-purpose utility playground balls and 
basket balls plus baseball and softball equipment~ Some organization, 
presumably the P.T.A. should add more outdoor permanent equipment to the 
pl~ground. The baseball diamond needs a new backstop. The present one 
is made of lumber and wire and is inadequate and in poor condition. The 
graduating class plans to leave a sum of money to buy a metal oockstop 
as a parting gift • 
The building is well kept. The school boards through the years 
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have been aler-t to the needs of the building and have kept it in good re-
pair inside and out. The grounds are well landscaped; the huge front 
lawn, seeded and with trees planted at advantageous points adds much to 
the school. On each side of the circular driveway have been planted 
various flowering shrubs and bushes which blooin from early spring •til 
fall, making the grounds a thing of beauty. The circular driveway should 
be paved vlith macadam or some other asphalt preparation to do away vlith 
the nru.d and muck in the spring, pot holes in the winter ani yellow dust 
in the fall. This would add greatly to the beauty of the grounds and the 
building. At some future date it would be wise to reseed and reloam the 
front 1 awn, doing away with the tough grasses an(\ weeds which lJ'OW up year 
after year. The area in back of the school, the playground and ball 
diamond, is quite level, with not too many rocks. This too, however, 
should be leveled off and reseeded. 
From the preceding paragraphs one might believe that the school is 
in poor condition. Actually, the school compared with others in the area, 
is in excellent condition and the equipment very good. The town should be 
proud of its modern central school ouilding. 
In Greenland the schools are run locally by a school board elected-
at-large at a s:r:ecial school meeting divorced from general elections where 
't 
partisan politics may be a factor. The board consists of three members, 
sex not specified, for a term of three overlapping years. Three-member 
boards predominate in small districts such as Greenland. According to 
/ 
· "Public Education in New Hampshire, 194811 , a phamplet issued by the New 
Hampshire state Board of Education, the evidence tends to show that less 
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than five or rrore than nine members is undesirable; fewer than five be-
cause the board of three is unstable, and gives an individual member an 
undesirable balance of power in case of disagreement. 
The terms of boards members should be long enough to insure 
reasonable stability in membership and consistency in policy. At no tim~ 
should a majority of the board go out of office at the same election. A 
board of five or seven members, serving twee or five-year overlapping 
terms appear to meet the requirements best. 
The qualifications of the board members are not specified. They 
are elected by the voters because it is felt they are the most able to 
carry on the various duties. What kind of people should serve on school 
boards? The answer is given by the manual, Public Education in New 
Hampshire, 1948, by the state Board of Education, which states, 11Local 
school boards should be composed of broad-minded lay citizens who believe 
ir.~. the public schools and are willing to serve without thought of per-
sonal,financial or political gain. It is obvious that unless a school 
board member understands the philosophy and purposes of the schools he 
serves and believes in these p1rposes, he cannot decide basic policies in 
regard to them in an adequate manner. Given a fundamental belief in the 
exceptional importance of his position, any well-balanced citizen with 
reasonably adequate school experience and good common sense can be an 
effective school board member. Perhaps not less than one third of the 
members should be 1..romen, because service on school boards is particu-
larly well-adapted to their interests and aptitudes, but there should 
also be men on ever.J local board. 11 
The effective board member draws a sharp line between local edu-
cational policy, wbi. ch is the function of the school board, and the admin-
istration of the schools, which is the responsibility of the superintendent 
of schools. A school board member knows that as an individual, he has no 
more rights in relation to the schools than any citizen who is not a member 
of the school board. He acts at all times 1'1ith sensitiveness as to l'rhether 
he- is acting as an individual or as an a-uthorized agent of the board. 
The salaries of the board members are determined at the annual 
school district meeting. Experience has shown that membership on a school 
board is a type of public service which should not carr.y financial co~ 
pensation beyond the actual expenses of attendance. High salaries attract 
both capable and incapable people. 
The four classrooms in the building are all approximately the 
same size, 26 1 by 38 1 feet. This school year, 1948-49, there are 
38 children in the first and second grade; 28 in the third and fourth; 18 
in the fifth and sixth and 23 in the seventh and eighth grade room. Extra 
desks a1n seats had to be installed in the first and second grade room; 
each room has a desk seating capacity of 35. 
The Greenland Central School faculty consists of 6 teachers. 
Four are regular classroom teachers, teaching tvm grades. The four re-
gular teachers are supplemented by a Home Eccnomics teacher who teaches 
part-time and a Music instructor who comes to the school once a week. 
The superintendent of schools in his report to the school board for 1948-
49 states in part: 
"The school year 1948-49 opened with two new 
teachers. Mrs. Lillian Hodges replaced Mrs. 
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Christine Chadwick as - ~ eacher of grades three and 
four and Jf.d.ss Beulah ~.,;handler replaced Mrs. 
Elizabeth Mudgett as teacher of grades five and 
six. Mrs. 1/iargaret Blakeny and Mr. Joesph Grilli 
returned as regular teachers. This staff is 
supplemented by l:f.trs. Leona Foster as Music in-
structor end Miss Mabel Thaxter as Home Economics 
instructor. This is a well-trained and com-
petent staff of teachers and gives the boys and 
girls of Greenland a well-rounded program of 
education. I feel that the educational oppor-
tunity in Greenland compares very favorably with 
that in other communities of similar size." 
The principal of the Greenland Central School in his report also 
praised the work and the interest the teachers of the school are showing: 
"•• •• As in the past the teachers of the Greenland 
School are striving to make ours a constantly im-
proved school and in making our boys and girls 
well-rolinded individuals who will be a credit to 
themselves and their community. Special emphasis 
is placed on the academic subjects but other 
skills are not neglected. The teachers are con-
tinuous~ planning and stuqying through in-service 
training, ways and means to improve skills such 
as diction, oral reading, handwriting and voca-
bulary, and to create an interest in school and 
community affairs, self-expression, gpod manners 
and morals, and good citizenship of our boys and 
girls. They and the superintendent are con-
tinuously striving to ferret out the weak points 
of the school procedure and try individually and 
collectively to strengthen the weak places in our 
system ••••• 11 
The comnruni ty is fortunate to have such well-qualified teachers 
at a time v.ben there is such an acute shortage of elementary teachers in 
the nation as a whole, especially in New Hampshire~ Good teachers are 
hard to get and when a community is able to procure a competent and quali-
fied staff for its schools, it should do its utmost to retain them. 
The personality of a teacher is increasingly being recognized as 
one of the most vital, if not, in fact, the most vital factor, in any 
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educational program. A teacher may have several degrees and ma;v have been 
the best student in his class, but that does not make him a good teacher. 
A school system may have wonderful aims and a philosophy of education, 
but if the teaching staff is poor, or the morale is low, the fine aims 
and the philosophy and ideals are nullified. 
In the case of the Greenland School staff, it is a pleasure to 
say that the findings concerning the teachers were positive and that as a 
group the,r represent a ~rell-balanced faculty for a school of its size. 
It is difficult for a semi-rural village school to have cornpetant and 
well-qualified teacre rs. Wages are usually lower than in an urban com-
munity, end the feeling amongst teachers, as a whole, is to move out of 
a small community as soon as it is feasible, for to them a large school 
system rep:-esents an advancenent. The first and second grade teacher is 
a citizen of the community, and plans to live in the town indefinately. 
The third and fourth grade teacher, too, lives in town, is married and 
plans to live in the to\'ffi~ The fifth ani sixth grade teacher came to 
the school this year, 1948. It is not known how long she will stay. She 
has no family or other interests to hold her in the to'Wll. The seventh 
and eighth grade teacher has been at the school since 1946. It is un-
likely that he will stay permanently in the tam. 
The p3rsonality of a teacher is usually judged by means of a score 
card which lists a number of personal traits and characteristics. For 
this report the following seven points were used to analyze the person-
ality of each teacher: 
1. Good health 
2. Adequate native intelligence 
_l=----. -1 I 
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3. Emotional balance ani tranquility 
4. Integration of personality 
5. Social and cultural background 
6. Positive, cheerful, optimistic disposition and 
temperament 
7. A genuine interest in children and sympathy 
for their problems and difficulties. 
The above mentioned points were taken from the Hingham School 
1 
Survey, 1939-1940. It would seem that the foregoing points would cover 
most of the elements that are desired in the best type of teachillg person-
ality. The Greenland teachers judged in the light of the foregoing points 
made a ve:ry satisfactory showing. Evidence seems to point to a fine 
teaching personnel. The instructional practices of the teachers are rather 
formal end traditional, in some respects, due, perhaps, to having two 
grades in one room and the attitude of the community towards newer prac-
tices. The t eacrers are exercising ingenuity to alleviate the formal 
routine. }ffiny extra-curricular efforts are made, individual differences 
are considered, the unit method is used in the upper grades, and under-
standings, attitudes ani appreciations are developed as much as possible. 
Because of tre handicap of having two grades in one room, it is almost im-
perative that the teaching be formal. It is hard, but carried on to some 
extent, to have pupils devise means and methods of procedures, and for the 
·teachers to use the needs, interests and purposes of pupils as a basis for 
a learning procedure. In a room with two grades t his is very difficult to 
do and still cover all the subjects that are required. Learning .experience 
is usually dominated by the teachers and related to life situations as much 
1 Reports of Hingham School Surve.1s, 1939-1940. 
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as possible. The traditional methcds of reading from a book and answering 
questions orally or written are still carried on. 
The teachers are aware of the situation and do everything 
possible to alleviate it. Te~che rs meetings are utilized very often to 
remedy situations and to make the curriculum and the methods as alive and 
att ractive as pcssible to the pupils. 
It is very difficult to have supervision in a system the size 
of Greenlarrl. The teaching staff is not large enough to justify a super-
vising principal, end the supervisory union does not have an elementary 
SUJE rvisor which could visit the school at least weekly. vJhat supervision 
is carried on is done by the superintendent. The superintendent has five 
towns in his union with a central office in Exeter, New Hampshire, which 
also has a boys high school and a girls seminary. He cannot give too 
freely of his time at any one school, although he has been able to do an 
astonishing amunt of fragmentary supervision. The superintendent visits 
weekly, see s each teacher at work ani has a brief conference with each 
one. He has conferences with the principal occasionally, regarding school 
problems, and he advises ani suggests methods of solving them. ~per-
vision is not imposed on the teachers in the traditional manner of visit-
ing and criticising. It is a cooperative endeavor of teachers, principal 
and superintend em to study and analyze a problem ani to solve it in the 
best manner possible. 
A major r esponsi bili ty of the superintendent is to keep the 
schools under his jurisdiction supplied with efficient teachers. Finding 
such teachers requires much expenditure ·of time, money · and effort. To 
assist both the superintendents and teachers, the State Department of 
Education operates a teacher placanen t bureau. This furnishes superin-
tendents with information about individuals who are available for employ-
mm t. The two State Teacl'e rs Colleges and the University of New Hampshire 
also have placement services closely coordinated with the state bureau. 
In the typical year of 1946-47, 143 new persons an::l. 177 already 
enrolled were on the active list. The majority of these 320 teachers were 
placed in posit ions in the state. New Ha.npshire schools employ approxi-
mately 220 elementary teachers and 158 seconiary teachers who have not 
taugtlt in the state before. The annual turnover of teachers already in 
service in the state is approximately 200. This represents an annual turn-
over of 21 per cent of tte entire teaching force. 
The war years created a severe shortage of teachers in New Hamp-
shire, as in other states. To alleviate the shortage, special permits were 
issued to all teachers who could not quality under the regulations for 
certification. 
A total of 426 elementary ani secondary emergency permits were 
issued in 1944-45; 459 in 1945-46; and 476 in 1946-47. In 1947-48, due to 
a change in emergency regulations for secondary teachers, there were only 
197 for elementary teachers. Elementary permits have increased regularly 
since 1942-43 when 45 permits were issued. Since then, the issuance has 
been, 1~6i 175, 207, 225, and 247 in successive years. 
Unfortunately there is a continuing shortage of elementary 
teachers and high school teac~ rs of home economics, music and art. Salary 
increases have been inadequate to attract teachers and enrollments in the 
teachers colleges indicate that the ·er:d of teacher shortage in the elemen-
tary field is not in sight. 
li'.i.Ost school distr icts in New Hampshire have an armual election of 
teachers. The superintendent nominates to the local board the name of 
each teacher he wishes to employ even if she has been on the payroll for 
years. To overcome the insecurity of 11 armual 11 contracts the state Board 
has recommended "continuing" contracts to be issued after a t :rial period. 
Such contracts are for three years and are automatically renewed each 
three years unless the teacre r has been notified of non-election before 
April 15 of the third year. The opinion in New Hampshire seems to be that 
continuing contracts are preferred to permanent legal tenure. Continuing 
contracts protect both the teachers and school districts, giving security 
to competent teachers without allowing incompetent teachers too much se-
curity. 
~perintendents received small increases as the cost of living 
moUJJ.ted until the school year 1947-48, when an armual average salary for 
the school year was approximate~ 15500. This salary often included travel 
or clerical hire or both, and was not a net salary. The approximate aver-
age net salary for 1948-49 is $5140. The range for salaries including 
travel allowances was from $4074-8697; for net salaries $407~8375. 
Most city school districts and several town districts have set 
up salary schedules, commonly with the ,cooperation of the teachers. Some 
of these provide for equal pay for elementary arrl secondary teachers who 
have similar education and experience and treat men and women alike. 
Greenland does not have a salary schedule. 
l ". - • - • 'f ... _ .......... 
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On July 1, 1947, the State Board of Education took an important 
step which raised the level of teacher salaries. The large number of 
teachers who were receiving substandaro salaries were most affected, but 
in reality all teachers benefited. The Board approved the follo\ilng 
minimum st en dards for teachers 1 salaries in all public schools of the 
state, effective July 1, 1947: 
1.. Any teacher having less than four years of college 
preparation and less than five years of successful 
teaching experience at the beginning of the school 
year shall receive not less than $1700 per school 
year. 
2. Any regularly certificated teacher having less than 
four years of college preparation but having five 
years or more of successful teaching ecperience at 
the beginning of the school year shall receive not 
less than $1800. per school year • 
.3. Any regularly certificated teacher having four 
years or more of college preparation but less than 
three years of successful teaching experience at 
the beginning of the school year shall receive not 
less than $1800. per school year • . 
4. Any regularly certificated teacher having four or 
more years of college preparation and three or more 
years of successful teaching experience at the 
beginning of the school year shall receive not less 
than $2,000 per school year. 
This regulation set up a minimum salary schedule for the state 
which caused the average salary for instructional personnel to increase 
from $1842 in 1946-47 to $229.3 in 1947-48. Many teachers, especially in 
the rural and village schools received increases of seven and eight hun-
dred dollars per year. This regulation was a step in the right direction, 
but its influence should not be overemphasized for hundreds of teachers 
had been getting salaries far below those paid elsewhere for persons with 
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equal training ani experience. The cost of living jumped 61 per cent from 
1939 so the increases scarcely kept pace with the inflation. Actually 
the increases in superintendents' and teachers' salaries does not represent 
an increase in terms of real . income. The average annual income in all in-
dustries in New Hampshire increased 103 per cent from 1939 to 1947 while 
the average New Hampshire teachers' salary increased only 42 per cent in 
tre same period, and 66 per cent nationally. 
The following chart mows a comparison of elementary ani secondary 
teachers' salaries in the public schools of New Hampshire and the United 
States for 1944-45 to 1947-48. The figures shown are in round numbers, · 
having been taken from a bar graph from the manual, Public Education in 
New· Hampshire, 1948, issued by the New Hampshire State Board of Education. 
TABlE 39 
YEAR 
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946-47 
1947-48 
Comparison Of Elementary And Secondary 
Teachers Salaries In The Public Schools 
of New Hampshire And The United States 
For 1944-45 to 1947-48. 
UNITED STATES 
$1900 
2,000 
2,300 
2,500 
NEW HllNPSHIRE 
$1,550 
1,600 
1,900 
2,200 
The following chart compares the average salaries of the Public 
Schools of New Hampshire ani the average salaries of Greenland Teachers, 
1944-1948. 
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Comparison of Average Salaries Of New 
Hampshire Public School Teachers And 
The Average Salaries of Greenland 
Teachers for the years 1944-48. 
TABlE 4.0 
AVERAGE SAL&'9.IES AVERAGE SALARIES 
YEAR FOR STATE GREENLAND TEACh'ERS 
MEN ~'JOMEN MEN WOMEN 
1944-45 $1745. $1199. 
-
1945-46 1809 .. 1302. 
-
1946-47 1988. 1444. $2,000. I 
1947-49 2351. 1902. ..?,500. I 
Comparison of Elementary Teachers 
Salaries in Various New Hampshire 
Towrtl ani Cities - 1947-48 
TABlE 41 
Tar AL NUMBER TEACHERS AVERAGE SALARIES 
DISTRICT 
MEN WOMEN MEN WOMEN 
Greenland 1 3 $2,500. $1,950. 
Newington 0 3 0 1,833.33 
Stratham 0 3 0 1,800. 
Newfields 0 2 0 1,800. 
New Hampton 0 5 0 1,940. 
Rye 1 9 $2,900. 1,888.89 
New Castle 0 2 0 1,800. 
North Hampton 0 4 0 1,950. 
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TABLE 41 (cant • ) 
DISTRICT 
Rollinsford 
Exeter 
Portsmouth 
;f · ~ 
Comparison of Elementary Teachers 
Salaries in Various New Hampshire 
Town:~ and Cities - 1947-48 (cont.) 
TOT 1il... NUHBER TEACHE[J. 
MEN WOMEN 
,.. 3 it. 
3 15 
11 89 
AVERAGE SALARIES 
MEN WOMEN 
#2,200. 2,000. 
2,566.67 2,203.33 
2,763.64 2,083.15 
I 
The teachers• retirement system in New Hampshire has al~s been I 
and still is an inadequate system with unreasonably low benefits, uncertain 
disability allowances, no provision for purchase of out-of-state credit, no 
compulsory retirement age, inadequate state contributions and other de-
ficiencies which make it anything but an attractive inducement to competent 
teachers to serve the state. 
The 1945 and 1947 General Court made some amendments which helped 
to a small degree but still leave much to be desired. These amendments in 
1945 allowed prior service credit and assessed local school districts for 
the additional cost. Amendments in 1947 provided for compulsory member-
ship after June 30, 1947, payroll deductions by school districts, payments 
of service allowances after fifteen years of creditable service, admission 
of approved public acaderow teachers and school nurses to the system, and 
transfers of memberships between the Teachers' Retirement System and the 
State Employees' Retirement System. 
A teacher retirement s,rstem is an efficiency measure. It provides 
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financial support for teachers who because of advanced age or physical 
disability can no longer give efficient service. The retirement allowance 
should be adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of living. 
The present teachers' retirement law was enacted in 1937 with no 
provision foqrior service credit and with a state appropriation of 
$20,000,00. for the' retirement of approximately 2900 teachers in the state. 
1945 brought some improvement to benefits which heretofore had been 
at a maximum of $90.79 a year. 
The teachers of the Greenland School are members of a local teach-
ers' organization Which meets once a month at Exeter, New Hampshire. The 
organization is made up of all teachers in union sixteen, of which Green-
land is a member. Following are some of the articles from the Constitu-
tion and By Laws of t he organization: 
Article 1 .Name 
The name of this organization shall be Teacherst 
Council of Supervisory Union #16. 
Article 11 P...1rpose 
The purpose of this council shall be to improve 
the professional, economical, social, and civic status 
of the teachers in Supervisory Union #16. 
Article 111 Membership 
Membership shall be open to any teacher in the 
public schools within Supervisory Union #16 upon p~­
ment of dues as herein provided. The Superintendent 
and Headmasters within Supervisory Union #16 shall be 
honorar,v members. 
Article V Affiliation 
'lb.e council shall affiliate with the National Edu-
cation Association. 
] c.,::: 
i Ll 
The organization has the following officers: president, vice-
president, ani a secretary-treasurer. There is also a representative 
body with full governing powers known as the executive board which is 
made up of the officers and four other members, of which one shall be 
from the Exeter Elementary Schools, one from Ex:eter High School, one from 
Robi nson Seminary and one to represent the other schools in Supervisory 
Union #16. The following standing committees are appointed by the execu-
tive board: program, legislative, social, professional problems, and any 
other cormnittees found desirable. Membership dues are $2.00 yearly. 
I </ I 
THE EVOLUTION OF THE ELENENTARY CURRICULUM IN THE UNITED STATES 
TABLE 42 
_ ,..,. _.._ ,.. ____,.,. 
1775 1B25 1850 1875 1900 1936 
I 
Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading I 
I Declamation Declamation Literary Literature Literature I 
1 Spelling Selections Spelling II 
I! Spelling Spelling Writing I, 
11 Writing Spelling Spelling Writing Arithmetic I' 
Writin,g_ Thrift I' I, C . ~I li atech~sm Writing Penmanship Arithmetic Oral Language 
Good Behavior Grammar I~ 
lj Bible Hanners Conduct Oral Language Composition I 
'• 
Manners & Morals Grammar Home Geog~ I 
ii Arithmetic Conduct Primary Arith. Text Geog. I I Arithmetic Adv. Arith. Home Geog. History stories ! 
Mental Text Geog. Text History I' I 
Bookkeeping Arith. Oral Language History stories Civics I! 
, . li Text Hist. . eitizenship II Grammar Ciphering Grammar Social Sciences ,I I! Nature study Character Educ. II Geography Book- Home Geog~ l:lem. Science Nature Study 
II keeping Text Geog. Drawing Elem. Science Sewing & knitting u. s. History Music Drawing I' Elem. Constitution Play Music J 
r 
Language Phys. Training Play I I! I Object Lessons Phys. Training ;I ii Grannnar Elem. Science Sewing Health Educ. 
Ji I! Drawing Cooking Hygiene I U. s. Hist. Music Sewing 
1! ii Phys. Exerc. Manual Training Cooking II 
II Object Manual Training ,. 
Lesson Safety li 
'rhe above chart reproduced from: Reports of Hingham School Surveys, II 
I! 
Hingham, ~assachusetts, 1939-40. 
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I' 1: T®31E 43 If ~-...;.;;... _____ _ 
I' 
I! FIRST GRADE SECOND GRADE 
I 
SUBJECTS TAUGHT m THE FIRST SJX GRADES 
GREENLAND CENTRAL SCHOOLS 
THIRD GRADE FOURTH GRADE FIFTH GRADE SIXTH GRADE 
t 
li 
II 
;I 
I' 
lj - --- -1' 
1: Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading i! 
, Phonetics Phonetics Phonetics Writing Writing Writing j! 
, Oral English Oral English Writing Oral English Oral English Oral English !1 
, Written English Writt~n English Or~ English. ~ritt~n English Writt~ English ~ritten English i'l 
i' ~vriting Spelll.ng Wntten Engl1sh ~ell~ng Spellmg upelling 1 
li Nature study Science Sp~lling S<;ience Science Science il : Health Health Sc1ence H1.story History History 1' 
I' Citizenship Citizenship History stories Geography Geography Geography 1! 
II Social training Social training Geography Health & Health Health I' 
I' Mqsic Music Health Hygiene Hygiene Hygiene I 
1
1 Drawing Writing Citizenship Citizenship Citizenship Citi zenship ji 
i Number work Drawing Social training Social training Social training Social training ! 
I! Hand work Harrl work Music Music Music 1-Iusic 11 I Safety Number work Drawing Drawing Drawing Drawing I 
'1' Phys.Educ. Safety Hand work Hadd work Hand work Hand work I 
1
: Reading and Phys . ~. Arithmetic .Arithnetic .Arithlretic Arithmetic 1 
I Number work Work Books Safety Safety Safety Safety · I' 
: Books - Books Phys. Educ. Phys. Educ. Phys. Educ. Phys. Educ. 
1
' i1 Games Games Games Games Games Games h 
1
; Dances Dances Dances Dances Dances Dances 
I 
--
I 
II 
I! 
i' 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
y :· 
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SUBJECTS TAUGHT IN THE GREEJ.J"LAND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
! 
Grades Seven & Eight 
TABLE 44 
GRADE SEVEN 
Reading 
Spelling 
Arithmetic 
Oral English 
Written English 
Geography 
History 
Science 
Writing 
Music 
Ha.nual Training 
Home Economics 
Drawing 
Health 
Hygiene 
Social training 
Safety 
Physical Education 
Guidance 
Games 
Dances 
GRADE EIGHT 
Reading 
Spelling 
Arithmetic 
Oral English 
vlrit ten English 
Junior Business a yr.) 
Civics (! yr.) 
History 
Science 
Writing 
Music 
Manual Training 
Home Economics 
Drawing 
Health 
Hygiene 
Social training 
Safety 
Physical Education 
Guidance 
Games 
Dances 
Report cards are issued four times yearly. In the upper grades 
the following marks are used: ~- Excellent; B - Good; C - Fair; D - Poor; 
E- Failing. 
Attendance is designated in the following way: Sessions absent, 
Times ta.rd;y and times dismissed. 
Lower grades marks are shown in this manner: E - Excellent; S -
Satisfactory; P - Poor; U - Unsatisfactory. Effort in each subject is in-
dicated by a small letter at the right of the subject mark as follows: s _ 
Satisfactory; I - Lnproving; N - Not doing his best; U - Unsatisfactory. 
"1 - r 
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The school health program has two major aspects: health pro-
tection and health education. The service program includes· protective 
care within the school, first aid, screening of those who need medical or 
other treatment, ani other provisions to maintain a maximum status of phy-
sical and emotional health. The educational program seeks through all 
activities of the school to impart knowledge, inculcate wholesome attitudes 
and lead children into habits of healthful living. 
The school nurse unlike the hospital nurse is concerned with 
health, not primarily illness. Her role is to promote health, pr~vent 
illness and in her professional capacity guide school activities to health-
ful living. The school nurse is the key person in the health educational 
program. She supplies source materials to the teachers, serves as health 
consultant, guards children's health by inspections, arranges for complete 
physicals,makes home visits and gives health talks in the classrooms. 
for 1948: 
Following is the report of the school nurse to the school board, 
To the School Board of Greenland:. 
Following is the report -of the school nurse from 
January 1, 1948 to January 1, 1949.: 
At the beginning of the school year schools are 
inspected and fresh first-aid supplies are placed in 
the schools for the use of pupils. 
During the early autwnn all children are weighed 
and measured ani again during the winter and spring 
terms. A weight and growth chart is kept in the school 
for pupils. Examinations of eyes, teeth, hearing, 
tonsils, and posture are made. Skin and hair are ex-
amined frequent~. Immunization against small-pox and 
diphtheria are recorded. All defects found are re-
ported to parents. 
I 
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No positive reaction of tuberculosis was found 
through the test given at the school last spring. 
A slight epidemic of chicken-pox was the only com-
municable disease of this year. 
===---===-":-.~-=== 
All children in grades 3,4,5,6,7 and 8 were 
given the audiometer test for hearing. The Maico 
individual test was given to the children who did 
not pass the group test. I hope that in the near 
future we can own a Maico Audiometer for individual 
testing. With this audiometer we can test the 
hearing of the first and second grade pupils which 
is very important. 
It is indeed gratifying to see the very fine 
dinner which is prepared and served to the pupils 
by the parents and Mrs. Mary deRochmont • 
Following is the report of the annual physical exam-
ination: 
Number of children examined~ •••••••••••••••••••• 107 
Number underweight 10% •• · •••••• ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12 .. : 
Number having defective vision •••••••••••••••••• 8 
(8 were corr ected) 
.Number having defective teeth ••••••••••••••••••• 48 
(17 were corrected) 
Number having defective tonsils................. 6 
(2 corrected) 
Ntimber having defective hearing••••••••••••••••• 1 
Number having enlarged glands ••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Number not vaccinated••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Weekly visits are made at the schools. 
The total number of persons of school age in the community as of 
January 1, 1949, are one-hundred arxi sixty-seven. Of this number 107 are 
in the Greenland consolidated school, one at Emerson School for boys at 
Exeter, one at Howard Seminary, 49 go to Portsmouth for grades nine t o 
twelve, 5 go to St. Patrickf s School, a Catholic School in Portsmout;.l'l .• 
There are four children of school age who are out of school and at 
work. Three of them-work as hired hands and one is in the Army. Twelve 
of the persons attending school are employed part-time, outside of school 
- - ·- - ---- -·-----
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hours. There are no children 1~0 left school before finishing the eighth 
grade. A state law requires that a pupil attend school through the eighth 
grade or may leave when sixteen years of age. In 1947-48, one person, male, 
left school at the end of the eighth grade. None have left since. ·Approxi-
mately two per cent dropped out from the ninth through the twelfth grade in 
1947-48. None have dropped out since that ti:rre. On the following pages 
are several charts showing total enrollment of pupils from Greenland and 
various statistics of the Greenland Central School for the year 1947-48. 
.. 
GREENLAND PUPILS 
TarAL ENROLLMENT 
January 1, 1948 
TABlE 45 
GRADES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 PG. Totals 
Central 
School 17 14 14 11 10 11 10 11 0 0 0 0 0 98 
Emerson 1 1 
Howard 
Selninary 1 1 
Portsmouth 12 16 13 9 50 
st. 
Patrick 1 1 1 1 1 3 8 
Totals 18 15 14 12 10 12 12 14 12 16 13 9 158 
1947 Com-
parison 14 15 15 10 9 13 15 12 16 19 10 6 154 
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GREENLAND PUPIT.S 
TOTAL ENROLLMENT (cont.) 
January 1, 1949 
TABLE 45 (cant.) 
GRADES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 PG. Totals 
Central 
School 20 18 12 16 8 10 11 12 107 
Emerson 1 1 
Howard 
Seminary 11 1 
Portsmouth 11 11 16 10 1 49 
St. 
Patrick 1 1 1 2 5 
Totals 20 18 13 16 8 10 12 14 13 11 17 10 1 163 
1947 Com-
parison 18 15 14 12 10 12 12 14 12 17 13 9 158 
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GREENLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL 
STATISTICS FOR SCHOOL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1948 ( 
TABLE 46 II 
I 
SCHOOL Weeks TotaJ. Average Average Average Per cent V.isits Cases ,, 
YEAR in Number Attend- Absence Member- of of of II Year Pupils ance ship Attend- Supt. Tardi- I• 
ance ness II 
II 
I! 1938-39 
'I . 
39 104 S4.56 4.60 S9.16 94.00 53 110 lj 
I~ I 
3S 3.97 95.02 I lo 1939-40 120 91.05 95.79 24 104 I 
It 194()...41. 3S 150 114.92 6.35 121.27 94.68 71 142 iJ I 
li 1941 ... 42 3S 136 110.00 6.17 116.17 94.68 88 125 li 
I 
I 1942-43 37 120 94.9S 5.31 107.29 94.29 82 102 II 
I' 
1943-44 36 129 95.36 6.57 101.93 95.51 92 160 II 
1944-45 36 lOS 96.35 8.02 104.37 92.31 86 71 :I li 
1945-46 96 6.72 
I! 
38 87.Sl 94.54 92.89 104 43 
'I 
; 1946-47 37 9S 91.67 3.8S 95.55 95.94 88 15 I· I I I 
1: '1947-48 37 96 90.76 7.33 98.09 92.52 98 30 
I I I; . 
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Growth in habits and attitudes are marked on individual report cards in 
the five upper grades in the following way: 
Work Habits 
1. Begins work promptly 
2. Works well alone 
3. Shows keen interest 
4. Does work neatly 
5. Is accurate 
6. Takes part freely and thoughtfully in class activities 
7l Finds new tasks "When assignments are e ompleted 
8. Used leisure time wisely 
9. Completes work 
10. Other 
Social Attitudes 
1. Is cour teous and kind 
2. Accepts cri ticism graciously and tries to profit by 
it. 
3. Willingly assumes school duties and responsibilities 
4. Respects school and private property 
5. Obeys safety rules 
6. Works and plays well with others 
7. Other 
Health Habits 
1. Keeps neat and clean 
2. Maintains good posture 
3. Other 
'rhe growth in interests and activities and the growth in habits and atti-
tudes are marked in this way: 
A plus - Worthy of special commendation 
A minus - Marked improvement needed 
No mark indicate s no need for special comment. 
The present type report card has been in use since 1947. Previous 
to that time a much simpler card was used which r eported marks on subject s 
but did not give a complete report of the whole pupil. The reports in use 
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at the present time have been found satisfactory to both parents and 
teachers. The individual report takes longer to prepare, but well worth 
the tiine. 
Growth in good habits is reported in this manner: 
1. Has good work habits 
2. Plays t-1ell with others 
3. Is courteous 
4. Takes good care of school property 
5. Tries to be clean and neat 
6. Finishes his work. 
The above habits are marked the same wa:y as effort. 
In the five upper grades growth in interests and activities are 
indicated on the report card. 
Reading 
1. Understands what he reads 
2. Reads well orally 
3. Works out pronunciations and meaning of nel'l words 
4. Reads silently at a satisfactory rate. 
5. Enjoys rea:iing for recreation 
6. Other 
Spelling 
1~ Learns wards required 
2. Tries to use correct spelling in all written work 
3. other 
Arithmetic 
1. Knows fundamental processes 
2. Reasons well in problems 
3. Works examples accurately 
4. Other 
English 
1. Has sentence sense 
2. Expresses himself well orally 
3. Uses correct form in written work 
4. Has good ideas 
5. Other 
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Geography 
1. Reads ani understands subject ma ter 
2 • . Gains knowledge from class discu sion 
3. Other 
Science 
1. Is curious about ever,rday world 
2. Reasons ani questions to satisfy that curiosity 
History 
1. Reads and understands subject ma ter 
2. Gains knowledge from class discu sion 
The National School Lunch Program, after operat · g on a temporar,r 
basis for nearly a decade was made permanent by Congre In New 
Hampshire, administration of school lunches is a respo sibility of local 
school boards, except that the State Department of Edu_
1
ation distributes 
the Federal funds available and is responsible to the ~ deral Government 
for proper use of funds. The state has a supervisor o school lunches to 
meet federal responsibilities and lend assistance. In 946-47, 265 schools 
of New Hampshire participated in the program and 360 in 1947-48. 
Following is a part of the principal's the school board 
regarding hot lunches at the school. 
"The hot lunch program sponsored by the Gr enland 
P.T.A. is something the whole community should be proud 
of. It proves that with cooperation, interest ~d hard 
work, almost anything can be accomplished. The l program 
began in November 1948 after a long summer of ptepara-
tion, canning and preserving. The program is ~~ally a 
community project. Groups of mothers worked all summer 
to preserve fruits and vegetables, cooking impl~ments 
were donated, cabinets, lockers, storerooms ani other 
equipment built by parents; labor and materials donated. 
The parents who give of their time and labor ea ·h day 
to make the program possible are doing a fine j ·b. They 
work hard for a good cause and enjoy it. Some ·f the 
parents have told me they look forward to 11Thei day at 
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school. 11 If any laurels are to be delivered they 
should go to Mrs. Mary DeRochmont who is in !harge 
o£ the hot lunches. Mary mqy be seen in the kitchen, 
working awey frcm early in the morning •til ate in 
the dqy. Without her the hot lunch program *ould not 
have been as successful as it is. l 
To help oombat colds and get that much n eded 
Vitamin D, orange juice and tomato juice is erved 
free to all pupils at recess. This is an ex ellent 
plan. The teachers report that there have b en 
fewer colds this year. The Greenland School is the 
only one in the Union which serves fruit jui es at 
recess. In fact, it is the only school in t e Union 
which has a hot lunch program. It is report d that 
on the average 80 meals are served each day. This is 
not counting the seconds and thirds that are served 
gratis. A surve,r has been made of other sch ols 
serving hot lunches in regards to variety of menus. 
So far, the Greenland School heads the list or the 
amount charged. (15 cents per meal) This ct be 
ascribed to good management and the ingenuit of our 
excellent cook. Approximately seventy-five · ollars 
is received as a rebate from the Federal Gov rnment 
each month." 
The school sponsors several school teams. e school baseball 
team is made up mstly of seventh and eighth grade boys as is the school 
football team. The upper grade girls have a soft ball earn and the fifth 
and sixth grade boys have an organized baseball t earn. ere are various 
other teams so that intra-murals may be played. ool teams play 
other schools in the area: North Hampton, Rye, ord, Newington and 
Newfields. The school does not have a gymnasium, ore it has no 
basketball. The outdoor basketball court is used en weather permits 
Excursions and field trips are carried on i conjunction with 
classroom subjects. Trips have been taken to an apple rchard, in Hampton, 
the Portsmouth Airport, the University of New Hampshire 
College, The Home Economics department of the Universit of New Hampshire, 
Benson t s Animal Farm in Nashua, The Portsmouth Trade ool, Movie trips, 
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science trips to trace the course of the Winnicutt River, collect insects, 
seeds, wild flowers and leaves, armual town meeting am voting hall to 
witness voting procedures. 
The schools sponsors various clubs each year, 
tion of the teachers, their interests and abilities. llowing are some 
of the clubs sponsored in the past several years: Home oom club, drama-
tic club, hobby club, photography club, newspaper club. These clubs are 
open to the four upper grades. The lower grades had th clubs such 
as current events club, Audubon Society and Science clu • 
The school has a mimeographed school paper whic issued several 
times a year, plus a mimeographed graduation magazine. 
yearbook was issued by the seventh and eighth grades. 1947-48 the 
school newspaper won third place in the Columbia Press ssociation. 
LIBRARY 
The first library in Greenland was a social 
December 24, 1779. The Reverend Samuel McClintock, Cl ent March, Thomas l . 
~~rston, Joshua Weeks, Joshua Brackett and others were ncorporated as 
1 
proprietors. What became of the library has not been ascertained. There 
are no records which mention what happened to it. 
The first step toward establish:ing a town libr occuiTed in 1893 
when the town voted to raise $25.00 annually for the us and maintenance of 
a free public l ibrary in order that it might be entit le ' to receive a gift 
of books worth $100.00 from the state. According to th Town Meeting Books 
of 1893, the school board were voted to act as library rustees. The 
1 Laws of New Hampshire, 6:596, 597, (1799). 
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matter was held in abeyance however, until 1896 when ar angement s for open-
ing a library were made and the town actually received ts books from the 
state. Before the appropriations were complete, funds or a library build-
]: 
ing wer e donated by Miss Caroline Weeks. In 1897 the town appropriated 
$100.00, and the building was oon structed that year. e followtng year 
th.e town passed a resolution accepting Miss Weeks' expressing its 
thanks for the same. At the same meeting the town raise annually 
the sum of $150.00 in addition to that required by law or the maint enance 
of the library, the purchase of books, the salary of th librarian and the 
heating and lighting of the building. 
The dedication of the building occurred :VJ.ay 19, 898. The year 
after the dedication the trustees reported the possessio of 1528 books. 
They were classified as follows: Fiction, 938; religious scientific am 
2 
miscellaneous, 324; History, 140; Biography, 78; Travel 48. 
The library received a legacy of $500.00 from Th mas P. Salter 
according to t m Town Meeting Books of 1908. The Weeks' Library receive s 
3 
from trust funds, an annual income of about $70.00. 
The structure is 40 feet front by thirty feet d ep, of the colo-
nial style architecture, with pilasters of the Corinthi order; it is con-
structed of pressed brick, with marble trimmings, granit underpinnings, 
slated roof, and plate glass vindows. Over the entrance · oor appears the 
inscription "~veeks Library" in marble; and above this is a marble book with 
1 New Hampshire State Library Reports, 1904-1906. 
2 Town Meeting Books, Vol. 5, P• 182, (1899). 
3 Annual Reports Of tre Town of Greenland, New Hampshire p. 30, 1941. 
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"A.D. 1897" upon its pages. 
The vestibule has a floor of composite marble iles and at the 
left of the entrance a bronze tablet of the Corinthian order bears in 
raised letters the following: 
THIS BUILDJlJG ERECTED 
AS A MEMORIAL TO 
GEffiGE WEEKS 
Iv1ARY T. WEEKS 
AND 
J. CLEMJ!N T WEEKS 
BY 
CAROLINE AVERY I!JEEKS 
MDCCCXCVII 
According to Miss Odell the Greenland Public Library librarian, the 
Weeks Library has an accession of well over 10,000 vol es at the present 
time. There are, however, only approximately 8,000 vol es on the stacks 
for many volumes have been retired for various reasons. 
According to the Library Report in the Annual Re orts of the Town 
of Greenlan::l. for the Year Ending December 31, 1949, the e were 30 new 
patrons in the past year, 145 volumes added, 66 volumes discarded, on copy 
lost, and a total circulation of 5,027. Of the total c , rculation, 3,579 
were fiction, 517 non-fiction, 913 magazines, and 1,415 juvenile. 
New books are loaned to adults for one week; ol books for three 
weeks; any number of books II183" be borrowed. The libra has a juvenile 
department where children may borrow two books at a tim • The open shelf 
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system is used and the library has a catalogue which c 'ldren may use with-
out difficulty. The library does not subscribe to peri dicals and indexes 
such as the Reader's Guide. There are approximately se enteen different 
magazines available to patrons, these procured by subsc iption and gifts. 
Miss Odell, the librarian, has held the positio for forty years. 
She is very competent and is able to locate immediatel any volume or 
material requested. She has no assistants, and her dut'es, besides lend-
ing books also :include repairing, cataloguing, selectin[ ani buying of new 
volumes and administering the library. 
Because the librar,r is open only a few hours ea h week, Tuesd~s 
and Thursdays, 2-4 p.m. and 7-S:30 p.m., it is not able to have various 
exhibits and story hours that are a part of library wor in larger towns. 
The last exhibit held was in 1947; a selection of child en's books sent by 
the state Library for two weeks. As the town does not .ave a daily or 
weekly newspaper, there is limited opportunity to publi h a list of new 
books available. Occasionally a list of new books is p blished in the 
monthly church paper. 
For a small comnnmity of 700 people, the libra facilities of 
Greenland are adequate. Ma.rzy- towns of the same size, larger, do not 
have as fine a library plant; in fact, rrany do not have a public library. 
Nevertheless, the people of the community should not be complacent and feel 
they do not have to improve their library services. In many places the 
public librar,y is often a community center where all ty es of activities 
are carried on. \'lith the local library open only seven hours a .week, 
activities carried on are curtailed to the minimum. library is a 
1 - ~ 
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public library and a comnunity project. It is the duty of every citizen 
of the community to have an interest in it. With increasing interest in 
adult education, better library facilities are becoming a necessity. A 
librar.y should be a continuation school for all people and an intelligence 
center for the community. Today a library is not only supplementary but 
also complement a.I"'J to the schools of the corrununi ty. Most of the library 
services of a community may be classed into three services: recreational, 
instructional and reference. The place of the public library in the life 
of a people cannot be overemphasized. It is almost impossible to evaluate 
what libraries have contributed towards Americanization, democracy, public 
enlightment and wholesome recreation. 
The people of Greenland, because of the town's location, are very 
fortunate, for they have access, within short traveling distance, to un-
limited library services. Portsmouth, five miles distant has an excellent, 
well-stacked library as is also the library in Exeter, 9 miles distant. 
Ten miles distant is the library of the University of New Hampshire, which, 
while ,not open to the public is very cooperative in helping with instruc-
tional arxi reference materials. The state Public Librar.y, in Concord, is 
perhaps the best source of reference material. The State Library through 
its Library commission keeps in close contact with local libraries and 
helps in every way possible to send reading materials and information re-
quested by patrons arrl not available in the local library. 
The State Library also serves the schools of the state. In Green-
land, the Bookmobile, a library on wheels, brings from the State Library 
three times a year one hundred books to the school. 
1 .. , n-
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The Statistical Report of Circulation, July 1946-48, a portion 
of the Bi-Annual Report of the State Library gives the following facts 
about tre New Hampshire State Liqrary: Nwnber of books in circulation, 
216,494; Records, 11,645; Pictures, 1,379; Sheet music, 438; Total circu-
lation, all divisions, 229,956. Total number of queries and answers, 
12,689; Bibliographies prepared, 52; Legislative studies made, 36. The 
State Library has 222,000 volumes. Besides being a State Library, it is 
also a State Legislative Library ani has a Judicial department and law 
literature. 
There is very little financial assistance available to local 
libraries from the State. The little that is available ·is set a side by 
the General Court for disposal by the State Library Commission as they see 
fit. As very little is available, it is given to communities whose li-
braries are in real financial straits or to a coliiillunity who would like to 
begin a library but is unable to finance it without aid. There are many 
strings attached and certain requirements to be abided by. Greenland can-
not get this library aid for the Commission feels that it has enough money 
available through its trust funds and its support from the municipal bud-
get. The local libraries of t~ state are not rated by the State Library 
Commission except whether or not they are able to support themselves. 
The Greenlar:d Public Library is administered by the Library 
Trustees, consisting of three persons elected at large at the annual Town 
Meeting. Sex of members is not specified, and they are elected for a term 
of three overlapping years. The chief duty of the trustees is to see that 
the library runs efficiently an~ to take care of the physical plant. The 
! 
I 
librarian is selected by the trustees. 
The Weeks Public Library is supported by the town budget. The 
following tables shCM various receipts and expenditures of the Weeks Public 
Library, 1944-48 • 
.AlflOUNTS ALLOTTED THE WEEKS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BY THE TOWN, FOR THE YEARS 1944-Ms TIWLUSIVE 
TABLE 47 
YEAR AMOUNT ALLOTTED 
1944 $4.50.00 
1945 450.00 
1946 400.00 
1947 450.00 
1948 450.00 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE WEEKS PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 
THE YEARS 1944-48, EXCLUSIVE OF THE WEEKS FUNDS FOR THE 
CARE OF THE LIBRARY 
TABLE 4S 
YEAR 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
$555.25 
60S.43 
615.35 
617.55 
S32.55 
The amounts shown in the above chart are received by the library 
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from various sources: The largest share is appropriated by the town, the 
rest from two trust funds, the Vaughan Fund and the Salter Fund, and 
amounts collected from fines , s ale of discarded books, magazines, etc. 
AMOUNTS AVAILABLE FRCM THE WEEKS FUND 
FOR THE CARE OF THE LIBRARY - 1944-4-S 
TABLE 49 
YEAR AMOUNTS 
1944 $234.26 
1945 219.54 
1946 337.61 
1947 787.84 
194S 344.38 
As the above table indicates, the amounts shown are from a trust 
fund to be used for the care of the library. The amounts are used for in-
surance, care of lawn, purchase of small items, painting of building, and 
general upkeep of the building. 
TABlE 50 
"-~ -- """ 
YEAR 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
TOTAL RECEIPTS AND EXPENDTIURES OF 
THE WEEKS PUBLIC LIBRARY ~ 1944-48 
AMOUNT 
$789.51 
827.97 
952. 96 
1, 405.39 
1,176.93 
- ---- --
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The above chart shows the total amount received and spent by the 
Greenland Public Library for the years 1944-48. The total for each year 
includes amounts received from the town appropriation, the Weeks Fund for 
the upkeep of tm library, the Salter Fund and the Vaughan Fund. 
Following is the Library Report - 1949, from the Annual Reports of 
the Tov.n of Greenland, New Hampshire. 
TABLE 51 CURRENT :EXFENSES 
RECEIVED 
Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1948 •••••••••••••••• $128.82 
Received from Town Treas •••••••••• •. • •••••••• 
a/c Received from Town, 1949 ••••••.••••••••••• 
Rec.eived from Vaughan Fund ~ •••••••••••••••••• 
Received from Salter Fund. l •••••••••••••••••• 
Rec'd. from fines and old ~gazines •••••••••• 
Total 
SPENT 
150.00 
350.00 
232.78 
20.00 
30.93 
Librarian's salary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $250.00 
Books •••••••.••..•........••..•...•.••••••.•. 204.29 
ou .......................................... 159.19 
Electricity ••.................. .............. 
Magazines ••• •••.........•••...•.•..•....•..•• 
Stlpplies • •..................................• 
Postage & Money orders••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cleamng •. .................................... 
Shovelling snow • •...•........................ 
Balance Feb. 8, 1950•·••••••••••••••••••••••• 
33.35 
10.25 
8.45 
1.74 
3.00 
3.61 
238.65 
WEEKS FUND FOR THE CARE F THE LIBRARY - 1949 
On deposit Dec. 31, 1948 ••••••••••••••••••••• $213.29 
Interest from Amoskeag Bank 50.00 
Dividends from Piscataqua Bank............... 4.12 
====-=-==== ~==---·--==--=-= - ·---_\ ' I 
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EXPENDITURES 
Insurance •••••• .•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $124.21 
Rail for the steps••••••• ••••• •••••••••••••••• 9.17 
Care of Lawn•••• •••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7.18 
Rul::ber tips for chairs......................... 2.00 
Bal. on deposit Dec. 31, 1949 ••••••••••••••••• 124.85 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
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The fo11o>dng table shows administrative information of the Weeks Public 
I 
1946 1947 
110 125 
111 96 
1 4 
4,812 
3,525 2,934 
573 479 
714 488 
895 793 
RELIGION 
1948 
23 
131 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
141 II 
I 
4 I 
3,346 1 
I 
2,870 
476 
652 ,I 
914 II 
I 
The history of the churches of Greenland is the history of Greenland 
:1 itself. In May 1705 three men on behalf of themselves and the inhabitants 
1
1 of Greenland, belonging to the Town of Portsmouth, 11petitioned to the 
I 1 
jl Gove:rnor to have a minister and a school of their own." 
I . 
\, 1 N. Bouton, Op. cit., Vol. 9, P• 320. ~=====~~============== 
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This petition resulted in a vote by Portsmouth to pay Greenland 
its proportion of one hundred pounds devoted yearly to support a minister. 
The following year land was set aside in Greenland, by Portsmouth, for the 
use of the ministry. 
For years Greenland was regarded as a parish. "From 1706 to 17 50 
1 
town meetings were but parish meetings and the records are lost." Con-
spicuous among the votes of the early town meetings were those relating 
to the w.inistry . Nearly the entire business transacted by the town was in 
2 
relation to regulating the minister's salary, collecting his rates, etc . 
The support of the minister was a town obligation in those early days. 
The early church of Greenland, like so many other town churches 
in New Hampshire , was Congregational. It was organized in July, 1706, and 
the congregation consisted of 29 members. The following year Greenland re-
ceived its first settled minister, the Reverend William Allen, who was born 
in Boston, Yass ., March 1676, graduated at Harvard College in 1703. The 
Reverend Allen was the fi~th Congregationalist pastor in the state of New 
Hampshire . According to a history of the Congregational Church of Green-
land given in an address by a later pastor, Dr. Edlvard Robin, the Reverend 
Allen continued as pastor until the year 1756, when, at his own request, 
by reason of age and infirmities he resigned, but continued its senior 
pastor until his death, September 8, 1760, in the fifty-eighth year of his 
ministry, aged 84 years. In the course of his ministry the Reverend r:rr. 
Allen baptized 1092 and received 293 into the church. 
The Reverend Samuel McClintock was ordained as colleague of the 
[1 M. O. Hall, Op. cit., P• 95. 
Hazlett, Op. cit., p. 429. '2 
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Reverend Allen, November 3, 1756. He was a graduate of Princton college 
and at the time of his installation was 24 years of age. He was pastor of 
the church for forty-eight years, up to the time of his death in 1804 at 
1 
the age of 72 years. M. 0. Hall, in his Rambles states the following 
about }~. McClintock. 
He was of warm temperament, and encouraged en-
listments in the ar~ destined for the overthrow of 
the French power in America. That his practice 
. might tally with his preaching, he volunteered as 
chaplain for Colonel Goffee's regiment. He con-
tinued with his regiment until after the fall of 
Montreal and its return to Crown Point, which place 
he left and returned home. In the war of the Re-
volution he warmly espoused the patriot cause, went 
into active service, officiated as chaplain for the 
New Hampshire troops in the vicinity of Boston in 
1775 and was the regularly appointed chaplain of 
Stark's regiment in 1775, and Cilley's in 1776. 
The Reverend }~cClintock became minister of Greenland almost by accident. 
After finishing his courses at Princeton, he stopped on a journey to Ports-
mouth andwas invited to preach before the Congregational Society of Green-
land. He made a fine impression and lias invited to stay. It was the 
charms of a certain l'.Iary ¥l0ntgomery of Portsmouth which persuaded him to 
accept the pastorate. This lady Dr. McClintock married, and brought with 
him to live in Greenland. His salary was but $300.00 a year with a par-
sonage and a small and not over fertile fann. This seems little enough 
when it is recollected that Dr. McClintock had fifteen children. He had 
many calls to richer churches but he preferred his own people. He served 
this little community for 48 years. Dr. McClintock >'las chaplain at the 
battle of Bunker Hill and is represented in Trumbull's picture of that 
1 M. o. Hall, Op. cit., P• 214. 
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battle. He received his Doctor of Divinity degree from Princeton college 
where he wa:s Educated. His gravestone in the Greenland Cemetery is in-
scribed with the following: 
To the memory of Samuel McClintock, D. D., 
who died 27 April, 1S04 in the 72nd year of 
his age and the 4Sth of his ministry. 
His body rests here in the certain hope of 
a resurrection to life and immortality, when 
Christ shall appear the second time to de-
stroy the last enemy, death, and to cons~ 
mate the great design of his mediatorial 
kingdom. 
The third pastor of the church was the Reverend James Armstrong 
Neal who was ordained Hay 22, 1S05. Before coming to Greenland he had been 
a teacher of a school for young ladies in Philadelphia. He was pastor for 
only a little over three years, and died in office, July lS, lSOS, aged 
34 years. 
After the death of 1'11'. Neal the churdl was without a pastor until 
October 1Sl3, a period of nore than five years. As a result the religious 
interests of the parish were sozoowhat mixed and unsettled. At a town meet-
ing in 1S09 it was voted that the Congregationalists occupy the meeting 
house one-half of the time and the Methodists ani Baptists the other half. 
In lSlO it was voted that the Congregationalists occupy the meeting-house 
the first three months, the Methodists and Baptists the second three 
months, the Congregationalists the third three months · ani the Methodists 
and Baptists the last three months of the ensuing year. In lSll it was 
voted that the meeting-house be occupied by the different societies accord-
ing to valuation. In 1Sl2 the vote remained the same. It was in this in-
terval that the lvJ:ethodist church was organized and more than one third of 
: ' {_ (l 
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the members of the -c~~ch and a larg• number of the parish united with it~ ~~-~~ > 
Methodism was introduced in Greenland in 1808 through the preaching of the I 
Reverend George Pickering who organized a church of 50 members. The 
Baptist faith had appeared cy at least 1809 for in that year the town 
voted how the meeting-~ouse would be used by the various societies. The 
Methodist movement at this time did nru.ch to restore the former relations 
of the church to society. 
In October 1813 the Reverend Ephraim Abbott, a graduate of Harvard 
college was ordained pastor of the Congregational church. When Reverend 
Abbott was summoned to the Congregational pastorate, the town passed a 
vote which :appcmently gave the Congregationalists the exclusive right to 
occupy the meeting-house. Reverend Abbott was ve~ influencial in found-
ing the Brackett Academy in Greenland, and ;~s its first principal and 
the first president of the Board of Trustees. He remained until October 
28~ 1828 when he resigned and moved to Westford, :Hass., to take the prin-
cipalship of an academy in that tovm. 
Soon after l~. Abbott became pastor of the Congregational Church, 
the town took steps towards helping to build a meeting-house for the 
Methodists and Baptists. A subscriber's agreement to erect a Methodist 
and Baptist meeting-house is recorded in the town minutes of 1815. The 
church was partly constructed that same year and four years later the 
town Voted that the Methodist Society could have hemlock logs from the 
upper parsonage for lathing their meeting-house. The subscriber's atree-
ment of 1815 contained tre last mention of the Baptists found in the town 
meeti~g books and it is probable that this denomination ended at this 
'I ' I ~ I 
time. Th~ meeting-house of the Methodists was moved across the street 
f r om its original location in 1836 and was burned shortly afterward. The 
present building was built the following year. 
The fifth pastor of the Congregational church was the Reverend 
Sanru.el 'i'lallace Clark. He was ordained August 5, 1829 and preached until 
his death in August 1847, after a ministry of 18 years. 
The sixth minister was the Reverend Ectw'in Holt who uas installed 
Ymrch 8, 1848 and resigned in 1851 on account of failing health. 
Dr. Edward Robie is the most famous of the Greenland ministers. 
He was pastor of the Greenland Congregational church for · 65 years, six 
months a.r.rl twenty days, preaching continuously from his ordination Feb-
ruary 25, 1852, until his deat? September 20, 1917. 
This gave him a distinction in this country above 
all his contemporaries in the ministry and has given 
to the lit tle seaside parish on the New Hampshire coast 
a reputation no other community, large or small from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, possesses. For it takes 
a good parish as well as a good minister to insure a 
long pastorate, .<and hereafter the name of the man and 
the town will be honorably linked in the ecclesiasti-
cal histo:ry of this country. It is possible the r ecord 
made will never again be equalled. It was matched 
several times in colonial history. Joseph Adams 
preached at Newington for 68 years; Rev. Israel Loring 
at Sudbury, Nass., · f ,or 67 years; Solomon Stoddard at 
Northampton, ¥.1ass., for 60 years. 1 
Dr. Robin was born in Gorham, Maine, April 21, 1821. He gradu-
ated from Bowdoin college in 1841, spent three years at Andover Theologi-
"> . 
cal Seminary, and then, devoted three more years to study in Germany. He 
was well acquainted with the poet Longfellow having been at Bowdoin 
/I 
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1 The Literary Digest for November 17, 1917, P• 30 (From the files of Mrs. 
1 
Carrie Beck,Treasurer of the Congregational Church and the Federated 
·- C~u::~ _:r. Greenland for over 30 years. -~ _ ~~~-- -" _ 
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college at the time Longfellow was. After teaching for five years in his 
native town of Gorham, Maine, and in Andover, Ivrass., at the college, where 
he taught Hebrew for several years, he entered the ministry at the age of 
thirtY,, being ordained in 1851. He settled as pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Greenland and served until his death. The following is an ex-
cerpt from an article in the Portsmouth Herald, written when Dr. Robie was 
94 years old: 11Dr. Robie has been throug.'fJ.out his long career one of the 
most fraternal of men in his intercourse with his brother ministers. Meth-
odism has its church in Greenland, and the best of relations have existed 
between the two organizations, due in large measure to that brotherly 
spirit manifested by the pastor of the Congregational church, who, it goes 
without sczy-ing, has for many years now been the dean of the ministerial 
brethren in the section round about Greenland. Often-times wh(!n there is 
no evening service in his own church, he worships with the Methodists." 
When Dr. Robie was 83 years of age he went to Harvard sUmmer School. 
The Boston Glove (exact date unknown) in 1904 gave him a full page spread 
in an article entitled, 11Not Too Old to Learn." Excerpts from the article 
follow; "• ••• A modest, soft-voiced, briW, t-eyed and cheerful man is this 
Dr. Robie. He doesn't seem to think that he is doing anything very won-
derful. He smiled good naturedly when the Glove reporter visited him in 
his apartment on Mt. Auburn street and he ::aid, when asked if he enjoyed 
his studies: 'very much. You see, our pastoral duties are such during the 
year that it leaves very little time for study and research, and I find 
that it stimulates and freshens me to come down here and listen to these 
professors and others who are abreast of the times in their studies and 
I ... . 
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researches - men who devote all of their time to study. r Do your parish-
oners approve of your taking this Sunnner course? 'Oh, yes, they under-
stand it and they approve it.' Would it be considered the proper thing 50 
years ago for the orthodox Congregational minister to attend a summer 
school of theology at Harvard and sit >'li. th Baptists, lVlethodists, Episco-
palian s, Unitarians and others? Dr. Robin smiled for a brief moment and 
said, "No, I'm afraid it would not in those days, but there have been won-
derful changes in 50 years. People are not so intolerant today; they are 
willing to listen to what others have to say; they are willing to admit 
many things which they would not formerly admit ,_ it seems as if the 
whole mental attitude of the people has changed." A clipping from the 
Portsmouth Herald (date unknown) states the following: 11Dr. Robin out-
lived almost all of those who had any vivid memory of him when he went to 
Greenland in 1852. Babies baptized by him in infancy, received by him in 
their youth to church membership, married by him, brought to him in turn 
their own children to be baptized and then went on into maturity, to die 
at what we call an ai vanced age, and be buried by the sane faithful 
village pastor who had served them at. many a critical turning point of 
their lives. 
The impact of such a ministry upon the social and civic life of the 
community gained in force as the years went by. Dr. Robie did .not belong 
exclusively to the Congregational church, but to the entire community and 
region. 11 
In an interview shortly before his death, Dr. Robia gave the 
following: "When I came here, the church numbered 43 members, 15 males and 
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28 females. All these are deceased. The additions have been 124, but 
more than half of these have also passed on. The population of the town 
in 1850 was 732; in 1910 it was 575. The present church membership is 41, 
seven males ani 34 females. I have officiated at 633 funerals and 201 
1 
marriages.tt 
In his Pnniversar.y Sermon preached Februar,r 25, 1912, the sixtieth 
anniversary of his ordination over the Greenland Congregational Church, Dr. 
Robie ga"'re a very enlightening smamar.y of tha history of the church and 
its influence on the community. "During these 60 years the ·relations of 
pastor and people have been uniformly pleasant ani harmonious -- ~<.d.th one 
exception -- and I have some hesitation about making any allusion to that. 
In the time of the war (Civil War) some of the most prominent citizens of 
Greenland, both in the church ani parish, sympathized strongly with the 
South and did not agree with the sentiments that were spoken from the 
pulpit. At the amual parish meeting held April, 1863, the following re-
solutions were presented and adopted: 
Resolved, That we are entirely opposed to negro equality 
in any :ilape whatever ani we will not countenance it any 
way. 
Resolved, That our minister be requested to let the negro 
ani politics alone in the pulpit. 
Resolved, That the clerk be directed to furnish our nu.rus-
ter with a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolut ion. 
This discord,however, soon passed aw~ and the reconciliation be-
tween their minister ani those who voted for these r e solutions was more 
1 Boston Globe, 1904. ''Not Too Old to Lea:r-!J, " (From the clippings of Mrs. 
Carrie Beck, Treasurer of the Congregational Church an:i the Federated 
Church of Greenlarri for over 30 years. 
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effective than the reconciliation now is between the North and the South. I I 
"When I came to Greenland this society was without a parsonage. The ! 
house that had been used for a parsonage now occupied by Vw. Thomas Walden 
was built many years ago when the town was one parish, ani was regarded as 
belonging to the town. It was sold to pey town debt. But within my first 
· year you, or ratre r your fathers, bought for a parsonage the house then 
occupied by Mr. Janes Packer at a cost of $1,1375 and soon afterwards en-
larged and improved it at an additional expense of $1,100, making its cost 
nearly $3,000. 11 
11We had far a while no organ, but we used to have the violin, bass-
viol and flute as an accompaniment to the service of song. The musical 
talent was considerable ani commendable ar:rl was well cultivated.u 
"The average congregation was 120 or more, twice as many as is usual 
in these d~s. There was scarcely or seldom any pew without some occupant. 
Now there are many empty pews without a singie occupant, year in and year 
out. What is to become of our country churches? A serious question. It 
is becoming the custom for our weaker banks ani trust companies to con-
solidate for mutual aid en~ strength. So in our country towns ani in our 
cities also churches might merge and worl<: together for mutual ·aid and 
support." 
"The Nethodist church by coming into Greenland did much to quicken 
and promote spiritual life among us. Perhaps the merging of these two 
churches into one might still more advance the spiritual life among us, 
both as individual Christians and as an association of Christian believers. 
Sixty years ago the thought of such a thing was hardly possible. Sixty 
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years hence it may be a reality •" Thus it was, that Dr. Robie, that 
true apostle of the church, gave the first signs of recognition to the fact 
that the country church was det-eriorating. His suggestion of federation, 
naturally, was not net with favor. It was nineteen years later, in 1923 
that his suggestion was accepted and the two churches united to become the 
Greenland Federated Church. 
11The silver cord is loosed, the golden bowl is broken, the pitcher 
broken at the fountain, the wheel broken at the cistern, man goeth to his 
long home and the mourners go about the streets. 11 Thus did the Exeter 
2 
News-Letter begin its article on the death of Dr. Edward Robie, Beptem-
ber 20, 1917, age 97, pastor of the Greenlani Congregational Church for 
nearly 66 years. The aged 11Village Preacher", known the country over in 
ministerial circle~ was layed to rest in the historic Greenland burying 
ground, where five of the six previous pastors of the same church slumber. 
3 
The Literary Digest quoted the Christian Inte+ligencer of New 
York as follol'IS regarding the death of Dr. Robie: "We dare say that the 
impress of his ministry will abide for many years in the lives of very 
many people who for long years were ministered to by him in the things of 
God. A seemingly obscure ministry is thus given country-wide notice be-
cause of a task performed." 
1 Anniversary Sermon, The Exeter News-Letter, Exeter, New Hampshire, March 
8, 1912. (Clipping from the files of Mrs. Carrie Beck) 
2 Rev . Eclliard Rob~, D. D., Exeter News-Letter, Exeter, New Hampshire, 
September 21, 1917. (Clipping frOJJ\ the files of Mrs. Carrie Beck) 
3 Length of Years in the M.nistry, The Literary Digest for November 17, 
1917. (CJ.:ttpping from the files of :t-'Irs. Carrie Beck) 
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After Dr. Robie's death the church had 11 Supplies and candidates" 
for a period of time. The Reverend Frederick Sanner, the son of a Metho-
dist Minister was ordained a Congregational Minister at Greenland in 1917. 
He was to have been married shortly after his ordination. He left to get 
his bride and return w.i.th her to Greenland, but while away he caught the 
11Flun and died. Mr. Sherburne, a close friend of Reverend Sanner, who had 
been organist and choir director during his pastorate took over ministerial 
duties. He stayed approximately one year and then left to become secretary 
of the American Board of Foreign 1fissions in New York. .After :t'.!I'. Sherburne 
came Reverend Joseph Haskell who stayed two years, 1920-21. The following 
winter the two denominations, Congregational ~nd Methodist worshipped to-
gether in the I'-lethodist Church. A short time later the two churches feder-
1 
ated. 
-There are many reasons why churches federate. The most obvious is 
the gradual decline of church membership in the last century, especially in 
the rural areas. In Greenland, as in the rest of the country, the churches 
were beginning to feel the stra~, especially the Methodist Society. The 
society was not richly endowed and .had few trust funds left them. Two 
churches in such a small community were unnecessary, causing a hardship. 
With only two denominations there was much competition. The two groups 
finally agreed that a merger would give the comrmmity a liDlCh stronger 
church, \'JOUld dispell some of the disunity and competition, that they could 
better serve the rommunity, and that the resources of the two churches could 
be combined. .As a result the two denominations united October 23, 1922. A · 
1 As told the writer by Mrs. Carrie Beck, Treasurer of the Congregational 
and Federated Church of Greenland for over 30 years. 
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set of Articles of Agreement were drawn up and accepted by both denomi-
nations. Following are some excerpts from the articles and by-laws: 
"The Congregational and the · Methodist Episcopal Churches 
of Greenland, New Hampshire, in order the better to ful-
fil their common mission to the community, to conserve 
the resources of the Kingdom of God, and to promote the 
unity of His disciples for which Christ pr~ed, do here-
by adopt the following Articles of Agreement and con-
stitute themselves the Federated Church of Greenland." 
Ratified and adopted by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church on the 23rd of October 1922. 
Congregational Church on the 23rd of October 1922. 
ARTICLE l. Purpose 
The churches above named hereby agree to form, and 
act as one congregation for all purposes of work and 
worship. 
ARTICLE 3. Business Affairs 
Section 1. The Board of Directors shall have the manage-
ment of all business affairs. 
Section 2. Each church, or its society or trust~es, 
shall give to the Board of Directors the use of its land 
and buildings ani the income of all invested funds which 
it holds or m~ receive, except as othen~se mutually 
agreed. 
Section 6. The pastor shall be recommended by the Board 
of Directors · and voted upon by the Federated Church. 
He shall serve pne year and may be re-appointed from 
year to year.~.. The minimum salary of the pastor 
shall be ~1500. per annum ••• •• 
Section 7. The Board of Directors shall decide as to 
the places and hours of worship during the first year 
of the federation, the committee recommends that morning 
worship be held in each church alternately for two 
months ••••• 
Section s. The minister shall choose whichever parson-
age he wishes. 
Section 9. The committee recommends that the Ladies Aid 
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and the Helping Hand Society shall be suspended and that 
a new society shall be formed of the women of the Fed-
erated Church, to have same aims as the above mentioned 
societies. MOney raised for repairs and the like might 
be divided between the Methodist and the Congregational 
buildings. 
Section 10. The Federation of the two churches shall be-
gin in April 1923, and shall last for two years. It rnay 
be renewed from that time on. 
A.11.TICLE 4. Church Affairs 
Section 1. The members of the several churches shall be 
enrolled as members of the Federated Church. 
Section 2. Members hereafter accepted b.r letter or on 
confession ma;r choose in whi. ch church they shall be en-
rolled and the form of their public reception. 
ARTICLE 5. Relation to Denominations 
Section 1. Each church shall continue unchanged in its 
relation to the denominational body to which it belongs, 
reporting its work as a member of the Federated Church. 
An amount equal to what is paid to the Methodist minis-
terial relief shall be paid to Congregational ministerial 
relief. 
ARTIClE 7. Amendments ailli Advice 
Section 1. Amenctment of these articles of Agreement may 
be made at any meeting of the Federated Church, by a two-
thirds vote of the members present ••••• 
Section 2. In case at any tirre any of the constituent 
churches shall vote that circumstances make it inadvisable 
to continue this agreement, six months notice shall be 
given to the other churches. 
Following is a list of the pastors of the Federated Church of 
Greenland: 
NAME LENGTH OF PASTORATE 
Rev~ Elmer Newell April 1923 - April 1925 
Rev. George H. Coffin Sept. 1925 Sept. 1927 
Rev. Edward Ca.YJ.t well Oct. 1927 - August 1929 
I 
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Rev. Robert Hall 
Rev. Newton Anderson 
Rev. Ernest Edmunds 
Rev. Donald Warmouth 
Re~ Archibald Kerr 
Rev. Charles Blakeney 
Rev. Basil Harris 
Oct. 1929 - May 1931 
June 1931 - June 1933 
Sept. 1933 - Oct. 1935 
Dec. 1935 - Dec. 1937 
May 1938 - April 1942 
.July 1942 - July 1943 
Sept. 1942 - April 1946 
The Congregational Church had been knbwnup to the time of Dr. Robie for 
its long pastorates. In over 200 years of its existence, 1707 to 1917, 
the church had only seven ministers. The Federated Church in the short 
span of 23 years, 1923 to 1946 had ten ministers. The Methodist church 
who believes in shorter pastorates had 46 ministers from 1809 to 1900. 
In 1946 a part-time minister was procured to repiace Mr. Harris. 
l1r. Lando Eitsen was a student at the Newton Theological Seminary. He did 
ll!J.lCh in the brief periods he could be in town to bring about a pleasant 
relationship between church and community, beingESpecially active with the 
young people in the town. Nr. Eitsen stayed two years, at the errl of 
which time he left for a larger parish in Minnesota. The Reverend Sian 
Ly.nani, the present minister replaced 111r. Eitsen in 1949. 11r. Lynam is a 
full-time minister and lives in the community arid devotes all his energies 
and time to his parishioners and the community. 
At the present time the Greenland Church is a federated church and 
it isn't a federated church. A religious issue has arisen in the town 
which is very delicate. The situation began in the pa;storate of Rev. 
Harris, and has been hanging fire ever since. 
.i ~ -. 
For years the }~thodist Church has been declining. The older folks 
who made up the congregation have been slowly dying and there are few 
left to take their place. As a result there are very few Nethodists left 
in the tOW"n. The Hethodists, too, have not been as fortunate in receiving 
tru.st funds as the Congregationalists. As a result they are a much poorer 
g.roup and are having a difficult time making ends meet. For several years 
the members of both groups have voiced their opinions in regards to be-
coming one denomination. Neither group, however, wished to give up their 
church. Each year the feeling has become stronger until it finally came 
to a head. A decision was made finally, to have only one church in the 
community -- not federated but df the Congregational denomination. As a 
result of this, a problem has arisen. 
Going ahead with the assumption that the Federated Church would 
become Congregational, the Methodist Society sold their parsonage and pre-
pared to dissolve. The Methodist Conference, at the state level, however, 
interfered in the proceedings, stating in no uncertain terms that according 
to a law of the Methodist Discipline, a Methodist Church who ceases to 
exist must turn over the property of the said church to the parent church, 
the Methodist Conference. In 1948 at the yearly Methodist Conference 
meeting, the Greenland Methodist Church \'B.S voted out of the society at the 
1:equest of the local church. Actually, therefore, there is no Hethodist 
Society in Greenland. Because of this, the Methodist Conference is claim-
ing the property. The local parishioners are just as adamant, however, 
stating that the conference has no right to it. Each group has procured 
lawyers and at the present time the situation is at a standstill, neither 
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side gi. ving way. The local society holds , the bankbooks but the money can-
not be used. Each side is waiting for the other to act. -The case in all 
probability will be brought to court. What the outcome will be no one 
knows. 
At the p:'esent time the Greenland Church is called the Community 
Church of Greenland, New Hampshire, Congregationalist. The Trustees in 
1949 are: Irving Rolston, Clarence Gowen and Arthur Sewell. The Board of 
Directors of the church are: Richard Weeks, Chairman; John Brackett, 
~illian H0 dges, Charlotte Baumgarten, Charles Bonney, George Gowen and 
Edna Weeks. John Brackett is Church Treasurer, and Lillian Odell is 
Church Clerk. 
The church, for a small community is well endowed. Following is 
· a list of the Church Trust Funds: 
March Fund; Brackett Fund; Caroline Weeks Fund; 
Clement Weeks Fund; Adelaide Weeks Fund; Joshua 
Weeks Fundj Ann Louisa Weeks Fund; Louisa P. 
Weeks Fund; Packer Fund; Bertha Vaughan Fund; 
Dr. John Clark Fund; Dr. Junkins Fund; and 
Lavinia P. Young Fund. 
Following i s the annual bud get of the Federated Church of Greenland, 
New Hampshire, April 1934. 
Pastor 's Salary 
M.lsic 
Fuel 
Lights 
Insurance 
Janitor 
Envelopes for weekly offering 
Box at First National Bank 
Conference claim for Methodist Church 
Rockingham Assoc. for Congregational Church 
Repairs 
¥dmeograph expenses 
Postage, supplies, miscellaneous 
$1500.00 
300.00 
75.00 
40.00 
110.50 
so.oo 
6.75 
3.30 
15.00 
15.00 
50.00 
25~00 
55.00 
1 8~.i 
Total estimated Budget 
Estimated Income 
Amount to be raised qy people's pledges $1450.55 
Following is the annual t:udget of the Greenland Comnru.nity Church, 
Congregational~ ••• January 1, 1949 to December 31, 1949. 
Balance on hand - Jan. 1, 1949 
Offerings 
Interest for year 
Extra donations 
Supper 
Women t s Alliance 
Easter Banks 
Borrowed 
Reverend Eitsen 
Reverend Lynam 
C0ndidates & Pulpit supplies 
Music 
Paid on Bank 
Deposit in bank 
L. Reagan, Mover 
Insurance 
Fuel 
R~paid loan 
Janitor 
Pilgrim Press 
Electricity 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Repairs 
St.amps 
Interest 
Congregational Dues 
Total 
Balance January 1, 1950 
$ 92~81 
1897.30 
1364.83 
82.00 
5o35 
200.00 
67.31 
100.00 
$3809.60 
1480.00 
280~00 
250.00 
255.00 
433.18 
263.00 
200.00 
96~40 
90~20 
100.00 
84.00 
63.63 
62.10 
69.87 
59.05 
13.60 
26.50 
22.80 
$3766.28 
43.32 
'.i.'he church has a very active church school. It has a primary group 11 
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consisting of pre-school age to grade 3 in the public school. Grades 4 
to 8 are in various groups. The school has 10 teachers and a superinten-
dent. Approximately 45 children attend. 
The church sponsors a ladies' organization, the Woman's Alliance 
which federated into one group. Previously each denomination had its own 
ladies 1 organization. The aims of the society are to earn money to support 
the church and help with the upkeep of the buildings. This is done by 
means of church suppers, magazine sales and fairs. For the most part the 
organization is of a social nature. 
The church also sponsors the local Boy Scouts, Troup 166, which is 
very active under the leadership of John Brackett, scoutmaster. The troop 
through the efforts of the church have a building of their own. 
The Pilgrim Fellowship, ·a youth organization sponsored by the 
church meets every Sunday evening at 6:30. Their activities are varied 
and many, for the greater part, social. The group plans one big project 
a year. In 1948 it was a stove for · the church vestry. The have, also, a 
monthly project, such as Lenten Banks at Easter. The organization has one 
social mon~~ly and have other activities such as weiner roasts, smoor-
bassbord suppers and picnics to raise money. The 1949 membership was 33. 
The average attendance is 20. The organization publishes a monthly church 
paper, the Greenland Church News, which is a great service to the commu-
nity for there is no other puplication. 
Choir practice is held after the Pilgrim Fellowship meeting under 
the direction of Ruth Hodges, a student at the University of New Hampshire. 
The church also sponsors an organized baseball iteam which belongs . 
-- 1----- -- -~ 
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to a church league made up of churches in the area. There is no paid 
athletic director, but the coaching ani supervision is procured from men 
in the community who are interested in the welfare of the young people. 
There are at the present t me 121 members in the church, and the 
average attendance at service is approximately 65. There are about 200 
church families connected with the parish. 
The church services at present are held in the Methodist Church, 
built in 1808. The Congregational Church is the second church edifice 
occupied by the society. It was built in 1756, remodeled in 1834, and 
again in 1881. It is one of the oldest churches in the state. 
In 1948 a great deal of interest was centered around the Greenland 
Church bells. Someone reported they saw a bill of sale for a bell from 
Paul Revere ani Son. Investigation showed the bell on the Congregational 
Church was tre product o,f William Blake and Company of Boston with the 
date 1870. Then it was disclosed that the bell on the Methodist Church 
bore the marking "Revere" ani nothing more. Research was made at the 
Public Library in Boston. The following item was found: "47. 1801, Town 
of Greenfield, ¥ass. 720 lbs. Accordin& to a record contained in other 
papers preserved by the Revere family, this bell was sold to Greenland, 
New Hampshire. In that event it was destroyed w-hen the church was burned 
in 1870." There was no date of the transaction and it is not known which 
of the "several bells in the Congregational church this was. M. o. Hall 
1 
in his Rambles About Greenland mentions several times the church bells of 
Greenland. A bell was purchased in 1760, another one in 1801 and there is 
1 Hall, Op. cit., pp. 111 & 117. 
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one is now with the date 1870. That accounts for three bells in the Con-
gregational Church. 
The bell in the Methodist Church marked 11Revere 11 is one made by 
young Paul Revere and possibly as old or even older than the bells made 
1 
by his father. 
PUBLIC WELFARE 
In the small towns and villages of our early history, the problem 
of helping neighbors in time of sickness and trouble was quite simple. 
Everybody knew everyone else and distances were not great. A visiting 
nurse, a community health service or a public welfare board were not con-
sidered necessary because neighbors helped each other in time of need, and 
even old people and orphans were not serious problems. 
Today, conditions in the country as a whole have changed drasti-
cally. Communities have so increased in population that it is no longer 
possible to leave the needs of those who are in want at the discretion of 
the disinterested neighbor. In small communities this neighborly help is 
still given to some extent, but the ever incr~asing turnover of the popu-
lation has diminished this help even in the smallest areas·. Poor relief 
has existed since colonial days. Each state had a law Which l~ed upon 
the towns and counties the duty of relieving the needs of those incapable 
of self support. 
During the early da;vs of Greenland, the poor of the town were let 
a 
out, under the selectmen's supervision, to individuals to be cared for. 
In 1837, wh en the town accepted its portion of the surplus revenue 
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.T allotted to it by an act of the legislature, a vote was passed to use the 
l
i money to provide for the town 1 s poor, and a to\m farm was built on the land 
j of the upper parsonage. The selectmen w·ere the business directors of the 
I farm. Five years later provisions were made to care for the insane of the 
town, In 1878 a tramp house was added in town where tramps might sleep for 
the night. In 1885 the buildings were leased and the equipment sold. A 
year later the tramp house was sold. The growth of county farms is the 
reason why New Hampshire towns were enabled to abandon their town farms. 
I Public assistance is the modern term for what was formerly called 
! 
I 11public relief". It means the provision by government of the necessities 
I 
I of life t o those of the popUlation who are temporarily or permanently un-
able to provide support for themselves and for their dependents. 
The agencies which administer this public assistance today, are 
generally called departments of public welfare. Popular usage of the term 
"public welfare" confines it to those assistance activities •mich are 
undertaken under public auspices. 
The State Department of Public Welfare was created in New Hamp-
shire in 1937 as a result of the Social Security Laws of 1935. These laws 
stated that public assistance must be managed by the state agents. The 
state v-relfare department is governed by a board of three members, no more 
than two of 1t1hom may belong t o the same political party. They are appoint-
ed by the Governor and council for a term of three years. The board makes 
I all necessary rules and regulations to carry out the program of the de-
l partment and elects a commissioner to act as the executive officer of the 
I department. Under the law of 1937 the organization has general control of 
I 
I 
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J! welfare and relief, provides for child welfare, care for the blind, co-
l operates with the federal authorities in administering relief, and assists 
I' 
•: county and local officers who do similar work. 
r 
1
! The Social Security Act is a federal law passed by Congress in 1935 
1
1 to help states furnish services to children and adults in need. This law 
is intended to give security to those who find it difficult or impossible 
I to safeguard their future a gainst the uncertainities of life. 
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Under this act the federal governrr£nt and the state government 
share in paying for financial help and in seeing that the system is pro-
perly managed. Cooperating with the national set-up, the states are re-
sponsible for their programs of state aid. Each state decided for itself 
whether it l'Tants to take part in any or all of the nine programs the act 
offers. If it does, it sets up and directs its own plans. 
To get federal help, the state must have a plan that fits into the 
general pattern outlined in the Social Security Act. As this information 
is not imperative to this study, it will not be discussed. Within this 
pattern the state makes its own standards and provisicm.s• The state de-
termines what is necessary in order for any person to be eligible for 
financial help. It decides whether those 3.pplying for aid meet these re-
quirements. The state fixes the amount to be paid each person who is 
getting aid, and it makes the payments to them. 
In the United states the first state law establishing old age pen-
sions was passed in 1915. By 1932, twenty-five states had such laws in 
effect. In some states this was merely permissive; this meant that a 
county or community that wished to aid its aged residents might do so. In 
1 f.V'l 
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those states that it was mandatory, the state shared part of the burden • 
. In 1935 under Title 1 of the Social Security Act, the federal government 
made under certain specified conditions a reimbursement of one-half the 
sums expended by the state up to a maximum grant of 30 dollars a month for 
each individual over sixty-five. By January 1938, forty-seven states had 
old-age assistance plans. 
At the present time the federal government pays amount towards 
neeqy old-age residents of a state proportionately to the permpita income 
of the state. In New Hampshire the federal government pays 55 per cent of 
the old-age assistance; the town pays 25 per cent and the state pays :20 
per cent. Persons applying for the aid must be 65 years of age and must 
have need. This need is determined by the state and by the applicant him-
self. 
Aid to dependent children has been given for many years.. From 1911 
when the first MOthers' Aid law was passed, the movement to provide special 
relief status to Mothers with dependent children spread rapidly until in 
19.32 practically every state had this form of provision. 
Title IV of the Social Security Act provides for federal reim-
bursement to states under specified conditions of one-third of the amounts 
expended for care of dependent children, up to a maxinuun of $18.00 for the 
first child, and $12.00 for each additional child in the individual family. 
By January 1938, thirty-eight states had such plans approved the Social 
Security Board. 
In New Hampshire, under the Social Security Law of 1935, a :llaw. was 
passed to aid dependent children. Need is the basis for this aid. The aid 
I 
Il
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is given to a woman deprived of support of minor children under 18 years 
of age if in school or 16 if out of school. This need for children's aid 
is considered if caused by reason of death, incapacity or absence of 
spouse. This type of aid will help to keep the mother in the home and 
have her stay with her children so that they m~ have a normal family life. 
This type of assistance differes from direct relief in that checks are 
mailed to the mothers twice a month with no restriction as to how they 
shall be spent. There is one case of aid to dependent children due to 
incapacity of the spouse in Greenland. 
Special provisions for assistance to the blind appeared early in 
the laws of many states. By 1932 , twenty-three states had pensions for 
the blind, financed by the state, locality or a combination of both. 
Title X of the Social Security Act established a federal scheme of reim-
bursement to states under specified conditions of one half the amount 
granted for assistance to the blind, up to a maximum individual grant of 
$30.00 a month. By January of 1938, thirty-nine states had such plans 
1 approved by the Social Security Board. 
In New Hampshire a person who has less than a 20/200 visual acuity 
with correction is regarded economically unproductive and therefore is 
eligible for aid. lilly blind person is eligible, including non-citizens, 
etc. In the past there have been several cases of such aid in Greenland . 
At the present there are none. 
A revolution in provisions for child care took place in this 
1 country with the passage of the Social Security Act of 1935. Title V, 
I 
II j, 
II 
Part III of the act contains provisions under which the United States 
/: 
~~d;en' s Bureau is authorized to make grants to states having approved 
plans for the protection a~d care of homeless, dependent and neglected 
children, and children in danger of becoming delinquent. These funds are 
to be expended only for the administration of such services, mainly in 
rural areas. 
In New Hampshire the Child Welfare program includes the care of 
negl ected children or potential delinquents or dependent children without 
proper custodial care. The State Welfare Board works with the family to 
alleviate conditions or place the children in foster homes. Homes must be 
licensed to care for children. Under this same program is aid to un-
married mothers. The department helps make adoptive plans for the child. 
In Greenland there is no such aid given at present, but there has been in 
the past. 
In Greenland the Selectmen have the duty of handling public as-
sj_stance. There is not enough need in the community to warrant having a 
public welfare board. All welfare cases except direct relief are handled 
through the Portsmouth office. 
At the present time, ·1949, there are seven cases of old-age as-
sistance and one case of aid to dependent children in the community. ~"lith 
a population of 761, there are approximately 1/100 of the people in the 
town under public welfare. This is a very small percentage,. 
Following is a table showing the amounts paid for old age assist-
ance in the town of Greenland, New Hampshire by the town, by the state and 
by the federal government for the period January 1, 1950 to January 15, 
1950. The town pays 25 per cent of the aid, the state pays 20 per cent, 
I \ YJ 
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and the federal government, 55 per cent. 
TABlE 53 
II AMOUNT AMOUNT Alf.DUNT TOTAL AHOUNT 
1: 
CASE PAID BY PAID BY PAID BX RECEIVED BY 
TOWN STATE GOV ' T PERSW 
II A $4.44 $3 . 55 $9.76 $17.75 
B 3.75 3.00 8.25 15.00 
I c 6.38 5.10 14.02 25.50 li 
li 
D 4.38 3. 50 9.62 17.50 
E 4.50 3.60 9.90 18.00 
F 2.81 2. 25 6.19 11. 25 
G 5.38 4.30 11.82 21. 50 
TarAL $31.64 $25. 30 $69. 56 $126. 50 II 
I 
The total amount of old age assistance paid out in Greenland for 
the period January 15 to January 30, 1950 was $141.50. The amount was 
higher for this two week period than the previous period for CASE G had a 
bill for hospital care and doctor ' s services amounting to $69. 93. The man 
was given medical service at. Brentwood, the county farm. The total cost to 
the town for this medical service was $15.98. The total amount for old age 
assistance for all cases in Greenland for the month of January 1950 was 
$268.00. The town ' s share was $67 .00; the state paid $53. 60 and the 
f ederal government, $147.40. 
Occasionally there are cases of direct relief in the town. This is 
relief given by the selectmen to people who have lived in the community I 
I 
I 
1 for five consecutive years. If t h ese needy people have not lived · in the 
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town the specified time or do not meet one of the categories as rutlined 
under the State Public vlelfare, they ma;v apply for aid to the Rockingham 
County Commissioners. Direct relief may be received by citizens of the 
town for as maey years as they have lived in the town. If a person re-
ceives state welfare assistance or direct relief from the town, they are 
not pauperized, but persons receiving relief from the county are regarded 
as paupers. 
PUBLIC ~VELFAH.E IN THE TOWN OF GREENLAND, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
FOR THE YEARS 1945 TO 1949 INCLUSIVE. 
I TABLE 54 
.Ai\ILOUNT SPENT FOR 
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE IN 
TOWN 
M10UNT SP~NT FOR 
TOWN POOR IN TOWN 
----------~~- -- - -----------~--------------1 
1945 $381.47 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
349.94 
459.78 
609.67 
$300.00 
300.00 
275.00 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
If a man is left on an uninhabited island, he is free from re-
j sponsibility. He can walk· where he pleases and live where and how he 
I 
1 pleases. He can shoot his gun in any direction, and \..rear any kind of 
1 clothing. 
I 
~fuen one or 100re other person lands on the island, the situa-
tion is changed. Certain rules and regulations have to be set up. It is 
: the s&ne way in a community. Certain laws are necessar,y to avoid confu-
sion and to protect the best interests of all. Laws are necessary to pro-
i i J 
I 
--- ~-·-- [, -te~t our rights as well as the rights of others •. 
ii Laws are the result of 
experience in living together. Many laws are old, some of them having 
remained unchanged for centuries. Thou shalt not kill and Thou shalt not 
steal are among the oldest laws of mankind. In Greenland, as elsewhere, 
from the time two persons inhabited the area, there have been lal'TS and 
: regulations. At first the residents had to abide by the la1vs of the mother 
colony, Portsmouth, but as soon as it gained its independence and became a 
separate parish, it compiled its own laws. Some of them are still in use 
today. 14any of these original laws have been revised, for as people live 
together for long periods of time, they make new laws or revise old ones 
to meet new conditions. 
The increasing complexity and urbanization of American life, to-
gether with increased use of motor vehicles has forced communities to de-
vote increasing amounts of attention and public funds to the prevention of 
' physical harm to citizens and their property. This provision for public 
safety is carried on by local, State and County police, fire departments 
and highway agents. 
The safety of the residents of a town depends upon the services 
1 of the local policemen. It is part of the work of policemen to preserve 
order. It is the policemen who keep people from going too near a burning 
building. It is the policemen who protect people against reckless auto-
1 mobile drivers and thieves. If children are lost, it is one of their 
duties to help find them. The police are the bureau of information. If a 
1 person needs help, aid, information or directions, the police are at his 
I. disposal. 
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and state officers of the law and policemen from other communities all 
cooperate to enforce laws. One major difficulty in many areas is that 
many small towns do not have trained police officers. Usually in small 
towns the town constable or chief is elected at the annual town meeting. 
1 These local law enforcers are not professional policemen, and while they 
trJ to do their job to the best of their ability, they are not prepared to 
deal with serious crimes. To help overcome these shortcomings, state 
police systems have been established. In New H~upshire there is a state 
police system with its central post in Concord, New Hampshire. If a 
q serious crime is committed in a town, the news is reported to the head-
1 quarters of the state police with all information about it. The state 
j\ headquarters sends out a description of the alleged criminals, if there 
I 
1 are some involved, to all state police stations and to county sheriffs and 
city police systems. 
I operatively together. 
I 
All law enforcement officers at all levels work co-
Previous to 1949, in New Hampshire, the state police 
carne to the aid of a co:mmunity only if they were called, and then usually 
II only for traffic problems, arson, serious riots or floods. Since 1949, 
I 
I however, they have full authority to enter a community whenever they wish 
I 
\ without being requested by the sheriff. 
\i Traffic supervision is handled by the state police . Safety on the II 
j public highways has become a major center of attention due to the increased ~~~~ 
: hazard of accident and death from operation of motor vehicles. A state law 
.I 
il 
II 
II 
I 
in New Hampshire requires that all drivers of motor vehicles must be 
·' licensed. Driving is prohibited under 16 years of age. A written exam-
ination with questions pertaining to traffic regulations is given and 
also a driving test. This is done by a Motor vehicle inspector. A phy-
sical examination is not given but a series of questions pertaining to 
physical disabilities must be filled by e ach applicant. In Greenland 
approximately twenty licenses have been revoked Nithin the past five 
years. These have been revoked on the grounds of drunken driving, driv-
ing to endanger, and no insurance to cover liability. There is also a state 
law which requires all persons who have been in an accident to carry lia-
bility insurance. The rate for liability and property damage insurru~ce 
for motor vehicles in the Greenland community is $34.00 for 5/10~5. This 
means up to five thousand dollars will be paid by the insurance company if 
a person is killed or injured. Up to ten thousand dollars is paid for any 
one accident, and up to five thousand dollars for property damage. The 
rate is the same for pleasure cars and comrrercial vehicles. The sum of 
il $37.30 insures a person for liability and property damage up to the sums 
Ji of 10/20/5. Fire and theft insurance rate is $8.00, actual cash value. 
II The rate in Greenland is lower than many other parts of the state, It is 
I much lower than in Portsmouth. 
1: 
Jl The agency :responsible for removal of traffic hazards is usually 
j1 the local and state highway departments. Greenland has a highway agent 
I' 
, responsible for repairing, plowing, sanding highways and roads. A traffic 
study was conducted four years ago in the town to determine what type of 
road to build and the size necessary. Road signs, signals, etc., used in 
I 
I 
I' 
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1 the town conform with state regulations and standards laid down by the 
National Safety Council. 
The agency chiefly concerned l1ith enforcement of traffic regula-
tion locally is the police department. Greenland has one police officer, 
the chief of police. There is no di. vision of responsibility betl'leen state 
and local police for patrolling the roads of the town. The responsibility 
rests solely on the local police officer. There is a compulso~J motor ve-
hicle inspection tldce yearly in the state. Inspections are made by au-
thorized commercial garages ani service stations. It is the duty of the 
local police officers to see that all automobiles going through their co~ 
1 munity are inspected.· In Greenland if a person is caught driving a car 
without a license or speeding, he is reported to the state police 1~0 do 
the checking up . Every vehicle in the community was inspected .in 1948. 
' 
Crime malf be defined as the failure to live up to the standards of 
conduct required by the laws of a conmrunity. There are major crimes such 
as robbery and murder and minor crimes such as illegal parking or failure 
to have a driver's license. Persons who drive on the wrong side of the 
road may not be criminals at heart, but their conduct is lawless. Persons 
' who break windows, tear down signs, throw bottles onto roads violate laws. 
These offenders have to be apprehended. 
In 1949 there were t-w"O arrests made in the town by the local 
police officer. Both the offenders were in their fifties. Two convictions 
were made in 1949. One of the persons convicted had previous convictions 
against him. vfuen a person is arrested for some crime, he must appear at 
municipal court which is held in Portsmouth . If the case is appealed, it 
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goes to superior court. For a major crime such as murder, arson, theft, 
etc., the case goes to the grand jury and it is decided there whether it 
will continue to superior court . 
In the town of Greenland the local police officer is elected 
annually at town meeting. He is responsible to the selectmen. There are 
no set qualifications leading to appointment , the office being procured 
through politics . The local officer is a man of many years experience, 
and although not a professional law enforcer, he does a gpod job. Early 
in 1950 an ·- FBI police school was held in Portsmouth for three weeks. The 
Greenland police chief attended the courses . Several years ago the local 
chief ran for county sheriff but lost. The officer is not paid a set 
salary but is paid by the hour when on duty. There is no retirement 
system or pension. There are approximately 760 inhabitants in the town 
1 under the protection of the one officer. 
j Fifty dollars is appropriated every year by the town for the 
I police department. The amounts actually spent vary from nothing to double II 
the amount appropriated. Following is a table show:i.ng the amounts spent 
for the years 1945-1949, inclusive for police protection: 
TABLE 55 YEAR ANOUNT 
1945 -----
1946 $107 .. 40 
1947 5.96 
1948 52.50 
1949 114.65 
TOI'AL for past 5 years: $280.51 
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There are federal agents stationed at the Portsmouth Navy Yard who 
work with local police only When looking for convicts, suspects or members 
of the arrred forces. There is a nav.al prison at the yard, a marine outfit, 
and there are several Army camps in operation in the area at times. 
Following is a list, with dates, of various crimes and offenses 
which had to be investigated by the chief of police of Greeriland for the 
year 1949: 
DA:l'E 
11ay 10 
June 25 
July 1 
July 2 
July 3 
July 16 
July 16 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
4 
9 
10 
12 
19 
20-24 
August 24 
OFFENSES 
Automobile accident 
Automobile accident 
Juveniles in trouble 
Investigate a complaint 
that a man is sleeping 
in a barn. 
Investigate firecrackers 
being thrown out of cars. 
11a.n hanged self. 
A juvenile abused by an 
adult.(Conviction-
l'li t t imu 5 
Automobile accident 
Fire (Stratham Lane) 
Automobile accident 
(conviction) 
Fire (Poultry house) 
Fire (Becks) 
Investigation of August 
19 fire. 
Overloaded truck 
DATE 
August 31 
September 6 
September 6 
September 14 
September 18 
September 19 
December · lo 
December 15 
OFFENSES 
Fire {Ocean Road) 
Automobile accident 
Fire 
Overparking 
Parking (Tuttle lane) 
Gas station broken 
into. 
Persons lost 
Fire (Heffler's) 
II 
For years the town of Greenland has had to get aid to fight its II 
II fires from the surrounding towns, mostly from Portsmouth and Newington. 
Every year a fire chief has been elected at town meeting, but his duties 
have been ve~J slight, the community not having a fire department of its 
ovm. Some time in the past there must have been a fire department in 
, Greenland for the remains of a fire truck and various pieces of obsolete 
equipment repose :in the 11horseshed 11 behind the school. 
The following table shows amounts spent fo r the years 1945-1949, 
il inclusive, for the Greenland fire department, includ:ing forest fires. 
TABLE 56 YEAR 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
»IOUNTS 
119.10 
II 
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I TABlE 56 (cont.) 
YEAR 
Total amount spent for fires in · 
the town of Greenland for the 
past five years ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ANOUNTS 
$888.88 
In the first annual report of the Greenland Veterans r Association, 
from the Annual Reports of the town of Greenland, New Hampshire, for the 
year ending December 31, 1949, part of the report states the following: 
•• • ...At this meeting it was decided that we v.ould 
sponsor a Volunteer Fire Department for the town, 
and preliminary plans were laid and committees 
named. · The Fire Department idea caught on and in 
no time, it seems now, we had bought a truck, over-
hauled it and it was in the process of having a 
front end pump, tank and booster pump installed. 
At the present time the truck is practically ready 
for the road. 1 
GREENLAND VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
The year 1949 saw the first definite steps taken 
toward the formation of a volunteer fire department. 
Although the need for such a department has been 
felt for some time the matter was brought to a head 
by an unusually large number of serious fires en-
countered during this year. · 
The Greenland Veteran's Association took it upon 
themselves to start the ball rolling. A used Ford 
truclr and an 800 gallon tank plus a new booster pump 
together with the regular tank pump were purchased. 
After a complete overhaul of the truck chasis, ¥~ . 
John Holden, Chief of the Newington Fire Department, 
did the necessary body work, and installed the pumps. 
The outfit was painted and lettered. 
Around three quarters of the money for this 
venture came from the Veteran's treasury, the re-
maining amount was collected by popular subscription 
from the townspeople. To pay for the needed in-
surance and equipment such as hose, etc., about 
another one thousand dollars will have to be raised. 
1 Greenland Volunteer Fire Department, Annual Reports of the Town of 
Greenland, New Han:pshire, for the year ending December 31, 1949. p . 51. 
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By the time this is accomplished the remaining 
work wil l be completed on the apparatus itself, 
an:i the outfit will be ready to operate. 1 
FIRE TRUCK CQ111MITTEE 
Cost of Fire Truck 
Brooks Motor, truck 
Brooks Motor, parts 
James Welch, parts 
Rc9iY Caswell , parts for complete overhaul 
Haines Garage (Durham) installing front end pump 
Gorham Fire Equip. Co . , front end pump 
Gorham Fire Equip . Co . , siren & light 
Gorham Fire Equip. Co., 2 length 4" hose 
Ben's Auto Body, paint job, body work 
John Holden, 800 gal . tank, pump, hose and labor 
~~unt raised by selli..Tig tickets 
to townspeople 
Surplus from Old Home Dc9iY 
$226.00 
74.00 
Amount raised by Greenland Veterans to pay 
for truck to be turned over free and clear 
to the newly organized Volunteer Fire 
Department • •............................. . .•..•.• 
1 Op. cit . , Greenland Volunteer Fire Department, p. 51. 
$225 . 00 
3 . 75 
4 . 75 
69.76 
107 .oo 
185.00 
35.00 
52. 00 
75 . 00 
400.00 
$1 , 157.26 
$300.00 
2 
$857 . 26 
2 Fire Truck Committee, Annual Reports of the Town of Greenland, New 
1 Hampshire, for the year ending December 31, 1949, p. 49. 
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CHAPTER III 
POSTLUDE 
In a civilization which has produced two world wars within as 
many decades, and which combines tremendous developments toward world 
peace with constant production of annihilation inst~ments, it becomes 
increasingly obvious that more emphasis must be placed on teaching people 
to understand one another, and less on political ideologies, isms and 
scientific miracles. 
It is not enough to of.fer the study of economics, world prob-
lems and principles of democracy in secondar,y schools for two reasons: 
(1) Children absorb abstract principles and practices as they grow, and 
learn to be democratic or autocratic while learning to handle toys and 
alphabets. (2) Recent observation proves that secondar,y school teachers 
dealing with students whose opinions are already crystallized by their 
environment find it difficult to change them. Often this attempt re-
solves itself into a contest of wills, the teacher trying to substitute 
his theories for those of the student. There is frequently need for ~ 
provement on the part of both. 
The elementary teach~r should , therefore, have some basic program 
which can be made clear and understandable to even the youngest child. 
\mat better material than an understanding of his own conmrunity? By 
learning first to observe those around him, where and how they live; w.hat 
I 
t 
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I their families contribute to the community in the 1vay of population, 
housing, businesses etc.; he learns to know children outside his own 
immediate circle, and accepts them as part of the town and of his life. 
The youngster who learns that Jotmny Jones' father is the local 
milkman, and that another classmate lives on a dairy farm, gains an under-
standing of producer-consumer relations plus the steps betvreen. This is 
of far more benefit than reading, "Mr. Brown is a farmer. Jo:b..nny likes to 
drink milk 11 l 
At the third and fourth grade level, as his interests broaden, the 
pupil is ready for a bit of histor,y and geography. He should then learn 
I the location of his own surroundings, and how they came about, in relation 
I 
II 
II 
I; 
I 
I 
to the whole world. He should be able to follow the progress of history 
in his own town, as a part of the countr.:r as a whole. In this manner he 
sees historic events in relation to their importance to his immediate 
surroundings, not as imaginary events in books. 
How many times have adults laughed to hear a small child say, 
"~Vhat were you doing in the Civil vlar Daddy?" On the surface it is 
amusing, but it really shows the child's natural inclination to tie his 
new knowledge to something familiar. 
In the fifth and sixth grades he begins to realize that others 
have problems; personal, local and even national . Problems of toler ance, 
religion, race, creed, etc. This is the time to introduce the study of 
how schools, churches, civic organizations and other familiar institutiohs / 
come into being in his own community. II 
Learning that Bobby Brown's grandfather donated lumber for the 
I 
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Methodist Church and that some of his own relatives helped build it, 
brings forth a budding sense of tolerance in a young Congregationalist. 
When he learns that Paddy O'Day who goes to the Parochial School in 
Portsmouth i s t he gr&"d nephew of the late James Brackett who donated the 
funds for the local school library, he learns to respect the beliefs of 
others and benefit by their likeness, not to accent their difference. 
The junior high school student so prepared and well balanced, is 
ready now to interpret problems of national and world importance. He is 
not a Fraru{lin, Webster or Disraeli yet, but by taking an observers part 
in civic meetings and their decisions; by studying the results of former, 
similar situations; trying to interpret the world as it is today, in terms 
of his own environment, he is better prepared to accept the program of 
economic education offered in secondar,r schools. 
It is only with complete knowledge of the past, plus a good co~ 
prehension of the present, that we can hope to achieve even a fragmen-
tary understanding of the future . That is the most important thing the 
school can offer a child today. 
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